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First in order of time stands Mark’s gospel. 
Modern preachers are, therefore, greatly inter- 
ested in the first portrayal of the greatest 
preacher of all time, Jesus of Nazareth. He 
was, to be sure, much more than this. He was 
Son of God, Son of Man, Lord and Saviour, and 
all of this he is in Mark’s gospel. But he was a 
preacher and his message and work as a 
preacher are presented with great clearness 
and power in this gospel of action. Mark has 
no formal discussion of this aspect of Christ’s 
work, but we see him in action as a preacher. 
We see the whole task of the modern preacher 
reflected in this picture of Christ drawn by 
Mark. It is not the homiletics of Jesus that we 
are primarily concerned with in this article, 
though that is interesting and we catch 
glimpses of it now and then. Rev. A. R. Bond 
has a good book on “The Master Preacher” in 
which he analyzes the homiletical methods 
of Jesus, and Dr. James Stalker has some ex- 
ceedingly helpful words in his “Imago Christi” 
and “The Preacher and His Models.” Jesus is 
so many-sided in his human nature that it is 
good to look at him sometimes from this one 
angle of vision. Let us see, then, how Mark de- 
scribes Jesus the Preacher. 


1. Pietured by a Preacher. 

Mark’s portraiture of Christ comes mainly 
from the reminiscences of Simon Peter as near- 
ly all modern scholars agree. The testimony of 
Papias and of various other early writers is ex- 
plicit on this point. There are many proofs of 
the work of an eyewitness in the Gospel of 

Mark. Peter was most of all a preacher. He 
lacked the intellectual strength and grasp of 
Paul, but he was a man of quick insight, a 
practical turn, warm heart, and sympathy. 
Mark was Peter’s disciple and interpreter and 
heard Peter preach Jesus with all his fervor 
and freshness. The fidelity of Mark is shown 
by the wonderful skill with which he has pre- 
served the many nuances in Peter’s glowing 
oratory. The Christ of Mark is Christ as Peter 
knows him by blessed fellowship and under the 
tutelage of the Holy Spirit. Peter did not hide 
his own weaknesses and shortcomings in his 
preaching and Mark has kept them in his story. 
They give life and color to the narrative 
2. Mightier than the Baptist. nae 

The very first thing in Mark’s Gospel is his 
bold sketch of John the Baptist “who baptized 


in the wilderness and preached the baptism of 
repentance unto remission of sins” (1:4). This 
picturesque preacher of righteousness sum- 
moned the Jewish nation to repentance and 
treated them as Gentiles by demanding that 
they submit to baptism, confessing their sins. 
It was sensational enough to draw all Jerusa- 
lem and all Judea to the wilderness by the Jor- 
dan. He preached as a herald (ekerussen) and 
and kept it up (imperfect tense) with the 
startling announcement: “There cometh after 
me he that is mightier than I, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and 
unloose” (1:7). John said this at the very acme 
of his popularity, when all men held him to be 
a prophet (11: 32) and some wondered if he 
were not himself the Messiah. John was a 
mighty preacher as the ages testify. The few 
pages in the Gospels that give John’s message 
justify the praise of Jesus and the enthusiasm 
of the multitudes. John is one of the outstand- 
ing preachers of all history. But he (see chap- 
ters II and X of my John the Loyal, 1911), felt 
that his chief glory was to be the forerunner of 
the Great Preacher. John’s word is “stronger” 
(ischuroteros). It was not an anaemic Messiah 
that he foresaw, but a man of transcendent 
energy and power, who “shall baptize you in the 
Holy Spirit” (1:8). Did Christ fulfill John’s 
forecast? The first time that he saw him he 
beheld the Holy Spirit come upon him like a 
dove and heard the voice from heaven greet him 
as God’s beloved son (1:10f.). That was an 
introduction in keeping with John’s vision. 


3. Tempted like other Preachers. 

Preachers, know that they are not exempt 
from temptation. Some may imagine that they 
are immune from the darts of the devil, but they 
are soon undeceived. Judas at last fell a vic- 
tim to wiles of the devil and Peter was in dire 
peril for “Satan asked to have you, that he 
might sift you as wheat: but I made supplica- 
tion for thee that thy faith fail not” (Luke 
22: 31f.). The complacency of Peter was shared 
by all the twelve, but the result with Peter was 
very sad. In the Agony in Gethsemane Jesus re- 
curred to his anxiety: “Pray that ye enter not 
into temptation” (Luke 22: 40). Jesus was feel- 
ing again the devil’s power as at the beginning 
of his ministry when the spirit drove him into 
the wilderness when he was tempted by Satan. 
Mark’s language is almost daring. He does not 
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say that the spirit “drove” (ekballei) Jesus into 
temptation (1: 12), but it is a bold statement of 
the submission of Jesus to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. Matthew does say: “Then was 
Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil” (4:1). Certainly Jesus 
was conscious of what was ahead of him and 
apparently had a natural reluctance to meet the 
great adversary in mortal combat. Mark adds 
that Jesus “was with the wild beasts” (1:13), a 
wierd picture of the lonely struggle with the 
tempter. “The angels ministered unto him” 
(1: 13), after the devil was vanquished Matthew 
explains (4:11). The point for all preachers 
here is just this: The devil did not spare Jesus 
himself. He will not hesitate to try his power 
upon each of us. It actually seems that the 
devil is particularly. fond of compassing the 
downfall of a preacher. Paul warns Timothy 
and other preachers against “the snare of the 
devil” (1 Tim. 3: 7). He sets traps for preach- 
ers. Jesus knew what it was to meet the devil 
at the very start and all through his ministry 
(Luke 4:18) to the final victory. 


4. Preaching the Gospel of God. 


This language is Mark’s first comment about 
Jesus when he “came into Galilee, preaching 
the gospel (good news) of God” (1:14). He 
had already pictured the Baptist “preaching the 
baptism of repentance unto remission of sins” 
(1: 4). The new preacher took up the message 
of the Forerunner, these two Heralds of the 
Dawn being thus linked in a noble succession: 
“The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent ye, and believe in the gos- 
pel” (1: 15). The Baptist was already in prison, 
but Jesus, undismayed, cried aloud with the 
same bugle-note in Galilee. Preachers through 
all the ages have been thrown into prison and 
put to death, but that has not stopped the 
mouths of other preachers. The moral courage 
of the preacher places him above kings and 
Caesars if he has the message of God. John 
had it, Jesus had it, Paul had it. Hach in turn 
forfeited his life for the truth that he preached, 
but that Truth has transformed the world. 
Newspapers and books have not destroyed the 
power of the preacher of the gospel of God. 
Spurgeon is dead—has been for more than 
twenty-five years—but new sermons of Ris are 
eagerly read by the multitude as they come 
from the press. ‘“Believe—the gospel,’ Jesus 
said. It does matter what one believes and 
what he preaches. The message of Jesus shook 
Galilee and is shaking the world today like the 
guns in France and Flanders. 


5. Fishing for Fishers of Men. 


The very first incident that Mark records in 
the Galilean ministry is the call of Simon and 
Andrew, James and John (1: 16-20). They were 
fishers and Zebedee, father of James and John, 
employed hired servants and seems to have 
been at the head of a fish company. It was not 
the first time that this group had seen Jesus, as 
we know from John’s gospel (1: 35-42), but till 
now they had not definitely given up their call- 
ing as fishermen. “Come ye after me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men.’ These 
four laymen (business men) gave up their busi- 
ness, profitable in all probability, to follow 
Jesus and help him win men. The art of catch- 


ing men for Christ is the supreme test of the, 
evangelistic preacher. It has to be learned. ; 
Jesus undertakes to teach these fishers how to 
fish for men. No calling is comparable in 
dignity with this. Jesus kept his promise. We 
know something of Peter’s work on the great 
Pentecostal Day and afterwards. John fished in 
a different way and wrote the wondrous spirit- 
ual gospel that is still winning men to Christ. 
James became the first martyr among the 
Twelve. We know less of Andrew, but he was 
a man of counsel Each had his own way of 
fishing for men. It is a part of every preacher’s 
work to find other fishers. A country Baptist 
preacher in North Carolina, Rev. Josiah Elliott, 
has led fifteen young men into the ministry. 
That is in itself a noble life-work. First he 
fishes among the young men in the churches. 
Some are in school, some in business, some In 
the professions. “The same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also” (2 Tim. 2: 2). Paul saw the same neces- 
sity and urges it upon Timothy in his last 
Epistle. Jesus saw the need of it at the very 
beginning of his work in Galilee. It is the in- 
sistent call now upon modern men. 


6. Teaching With the Note of Authority. 


The first echo in Mark (1: 22-28) of the 
teaching of Jesus in Galilee is the astonishment 
of the crowds in the synagogue. “They were 
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them 
as having authority, not as the scribes” (1: 22). 
Jesus was both teacher and preacher. Every 
preacher ought to be a teacher. These two 
aspects of one’s work are not quite the same,,. 
but both ought to be present though in varying 
proportions. Jesus is called teacher in the 
gospels more frequently than preacher. He 
came to be known as the teacher (the master). 
Both head and heart enter into this work. 
Mere instruction without warmth and passion 
will not win a hearing. Mere passion without 
teaching will not stick and the passion will be 
torn to tatters. Both light and heat are de- 
manded in the modern teacher-preacher. Jesus 
passed as a “rabbi,” though not a technical 
school-man.. He was an irregular rabbi, but 
his message and method stood out in sharp 
contrast with the way the Pharasaic rabbis or 
scribes taught in the synagogues. Jesus was 
allowed the courtesy of addressing the audi- 
ences in the synagogues. We know from the 
Talmud what the rabbinical method of instruc- 
tion was. Both in the Halachah (the legal 
rules) and in the Haggadah (the explanatory 
and anecdotal comments) the scribe was very 
slow to take a position that he could not sup- 
port by quotations from other rabbis. His dis- 
course was largely a string of quotations and 
lacked independence and the personal quality 
that gives charm and magnetism. Jesus was 
like a breeze from the hills in his originality, 
outlook, and freshness of statement. ‘What is 
this? A new teaching! With authority ~he 
commandeth even the unclean spirits and they 
obey him.” There is little room today for the 
mere dognatist, but there is still less in modern 
preaching for the spineless doubter who has no 
convictions and no power with God or men or 
over demous. Jesus stood in the synagogue 
the master over the forces of evil and the mas- 
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ter of men’s consciences which he challenged 
to the new service for God and man. Without 
the note of authority the preacher is a helpless 
jelly-fish. It can not be feigned. It comes only 


with the possession of truth and is the note of 
reality. 


7. A Healing Ministry. 


The preaching of Jesus had a charm all its 
own, the spell of which is still upon the world. 
But it is probable that his healing ministry 
created more enthusiasm and excitement than 
his teaching, wondrous as that was. Physicians 
there were, but they were wofully primitive 
in many of their methods and in much of their 
knowledge. Medical knowledge has made great 
strides in recent years, but people are still liv- 
ing who can recall the leeches and bleeding 
processes of a preceding generation of physi- 
cians. Theology for long was literal queen of 
the sciences, for physical science was slow in 
getting on. Theology is still queen of the 
sciences in importance and rejoices in the great 
progress made in the treatment of the ills of 
body and mind. Jesus is still the Great Physi- 
cian of the ages, equally at home in the treat- 
ment of the sin-sick soul and the pain-racked 
body. People flocked to him with their ills as 
they do to our medical missionaries in China 
today. Some had chronic troubles like the poor 
woman who “had suffered many things of many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, 
and was nothing bettered, but rather grew 
worse” (Mark 5: 26). She closely resembles 
people today who go from one “quack” to 
another, for there were “quacks” then as now. 
Once more her hope revived, as she heard of 
the cures (real cures, this time) of the new 
healer. So she slipped up behind Jesus and 
touched his garment with simple faith. “If I 
but touch his garment, I shall be made whole” 
(5:28). Jesus felt power go from him as she 
was healed. It cost Christ something to heal 
the sick as well as to save the lost. Christian- 
ity has two sides to its work, the ministry to 
the soul and the ministry to the body. Jesus 
combined them and we must do the same. It 
does not follow that the modern preacher 
should be a physician or should be a profes- 
sional faith-healer. Paul, the preacher, and 
Luke, the physician, worked together. So the 
Christian preacher and the Christian physi- 
cian should co-operate in their work for the 
whole man. Hospitals are a fit expression of 
the spirit of Jesus. Jesus did not make the 
cure of the body his chief task, but he showed 
mercy upon the suffering at every turn and it 
is an empty Christianity today that does not 
enter into the Red Cross spirit. The Cross of 
Jesus has a message for the soul and the body. 


8. Hindered by His Popularity. 

Early in the Galilean ministry the great 
erowds pressed upon Jesus in such throngs 
that he felt them as a hindrance to his work. 
So he sought relief in prayer, rising long be- 
fore day and going out to a desert place to 
pray, only to have Peter rush upon him with 
the cry, “All are seeking thee” (1: 35 ff). Time 
and again the pressure of the crowds caused 
Jesus to seek the woods and the fields and 
communion with the Father. “Jesus could no 
more openly enter into a city, but was without 


in desert places; and they came to him from 
every quarter” (1: 45). The peril of the crowd 
is felt by every popular preacher. To be sure, 
there is danger in the absence of the people, 
danger of a drying up of life and a slowing 
down of energy unless one keeps himself alive 
to the real greatness of his task in a small place 
so that he shall do a big work in a little place 
which is far better than a little work in a big 
place. But many a preacher who has caught 
the ear of the crowd has lost the true per- 
spective and has lived with the crowd too much. 
He has not followed the example of Jesus in 
going to the desert places, the secret places 
with God and nature, for spiritual renewal. 
Mother earth is good for the recuperation of 
the preacher’s energy and for wholesome out- 
look upon the realities of life. It is poor econ- 
omy for the busy preacher to neglect his books, 
his closet, his recreation. The crowds may up- 
set his nerves, sap his energy, and rob him of 
his power. Then the crowds will leave him 
alone and for good. 


9. Seeking Rest and Finding Work. 


This has been the fate of many a tired 
preacher who hied him to the hills and found 
rest in work instead of repose. And yet abso- 
lute rest is sometimes required. Jesus sought 
it and he made the twelve try it when they 
came back from the strenuous campaign 
through Galilee. “Come ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest a while. For 
there were many coming and going and they 
had no leisure, so much as to eat” (6: 31). So 
they went off in the heat with Jesus to a desert 
place near Bethsaida—Julias when the grass 
was green on the mountain side, a lovely place 
for an outing with the teacher. But the rest 
was rudely broken by the rush of the crowds 
round the lake. What was Jesus to do? He 
did not disappoint the multitudes, hungry for 
the bread of life. He had compassion on the 
people and, tired as he was, roused himself 
for the work of teaching and healing. Then 
they had a picnic on a grand scale as Jesus 
made the twelve act as waiters for the five 
thousand men (what a men’s meeting in the 
open!) besides women and children. Never 
mind now about this miracle of emergency. 
Jesus was equal to every occasion and the out- 
come stirred the people to the highest pitch of 
excitement. They wanted to make him king 
now without delay and to set up a kingdom in- 
dependent of Rome. To escape from this pre- 
dicament the master sent the disciples home in 
the boat “while he himself sendeth the multi- 
tudes away” (6: 45). Then “he departed into 
the mountain to pray,’ to spend most of the 
night alone with the Father in the hills. That 
was refreshment for his spirit and for his body. 


10. Finding Difficulty in Teaching His Stu- 
dents. 

It is pathetic to see how hard it was for the 
twelve apostles, who were so close to the mas- 
ter and so constantly with him, to learn the 
truth about his person and his message. They 
were at first the product of the Pharisaic en- 
vironment of Palestine. All but Judas were 
from Galilee which was less in the grip of the 
rabbis than Judea. But they. all, even the 
spiritual John, found it difficult to brush aside 
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the rabbinical cobwebs so cunningly spun 
around their heads. Jesus was patient with 
them and tried many expedients as a teacher. 
He taught them in public and in private. He 
is himself the master teacher of all times and 
reveals all the pedagogical skill that other 
teachers gain more or less by long and labori- 
ous study. It is all spontaneous with Jesus. A 
greater than Aristotle is here, but these chosen 
men, the flower of the early days of the king- 
dom of God on earth, open slowly to the rays 
of the sun. Sometimes they asked Jesus what 
he meant. “And when he was entered into the 
house from the multitude, his disciples asked of 
him the parable. And he saith unto them, Are 
ye so without understanding also?” (7: 17f). 
Jesus took them with him out of Galilee for 
some months of special training and still they 
fail to understand Christ’s method. “Do ye not 
yet perceive, neither understand? Have ye 
your heart hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? 
And having ears, hear ye not? And do ye not 
remember?” (8: 17f). Every teacher can sym- 
pathize with Jesus at this point. And yet these 
men did finally come to know Jesus. 


11. Misunderstood by Some of His Friends. 


It is a hard lot for a preacher to be unap- 
preciated at home by those who ought to love 
him most and to know him best. Jesus had the 
love and sympathy of his mother from the first 
and at the last for she stood by the Cross as 
he died, with the sword through her heart as 
Simeon had said would come to pass. But 
there was a time in the ministry of Jesus when 
many seemed to feel that the strain had be- 
come too great for her wondrous son. The 
rabbis even saying that Jesus was in league 
with Beelzebub in explanation of his undoubted 
miracles. This she knew to be utterly untrue, 
but it was humiliating to her pride to hear him 
so maligned. He did, forsooth, act strangely 
at times. Sometimes the multitude pressed 
upon him so that he and they “could not so 
much as eat bread. And when his friends 
heard it, they went to lay hands on him; for 
they said, He is beside himself” (3:20f). This 
was the charitable construction of his conduct 
in opposition to the fitting cynicism of the 
scribes (3:22). Finally “there come his mother 
and his brethren; and, standing without, they 
sent unto him, calling him” (3: 31). Evidently 
they wish to take him home till he is calmer 
and comes to himself. It is not hard to imagine 
the agony in Mary’s heart at this situation. 
The brothers probably felt a sort of superiority 
to Jesus and a dislike for the unpleasant no- 
toriety that he was giving to the quiet Nazareth 
household. Sometimes one’s “friends” make 
apology for one by the explanation that he is 
a little “off” and should be excused. Few 
preachers of energy and individuality escape 
such “friends.” 


12. Understanding Children. 


But, if Jesus was misunderstood by others, 
he himself was at one with little children. 
They are: the severest critics of all, for they 
have no affectations and either like you or do 
not like you. If a preacher can win and hold 
the children, he need not bother about the older 
people. They. will at least be sure to under- 
stand his sermons if the children do so. Most 


of them will love the preacher because he has 
won their children. It seems odd to us today’ 
that the world has been so slow in appreciating 
childhood which is the real wealth of a nation. 
Children were never in the way of Jesus. Even 
the apostles once rebuked a group of mothers 
for bringing their little children to Jesus to re- 
ceive his blessing (10: 13). They evidently felt 
that it was a bother to Jesus to be interrupted 
by children, much as some people dislike to 
have children in church and, as a result, never 
have them there when they grow up. Today 
after almost any Sunday School service one 
sees the great crowd of the pupils going home 
instead of to church. But Jesus was indignant 
at the disciples for such an estimate of his 
attitude toward children, urged that children 
be allowed to come to him, made “a little child” 
the type of the subjects of the kingdom, and 
took the children into his arms and blessed 
them (10: 14-16). Once before Jesus took a 
little child into his arms and set it in the midst 
of the disciples as an object lesson to them in 
their disputes, a sort of kindergarten lesson for 
the preachers. Jesus has created the modern 
child’s world of joy and gladness and always 
had room in his heart and in his arms for 
them. 


13. The Test of the Greatest Preacher. 


People differ greatly in their views of preach- 
ing and that is not wholly bad for the great 
variety of preachers suits different classes. No 
one preacher pleases all. Jokn the Baptist did 
not do it nor did Jesus nor did Paul. There is 
no one single test of good speaking, but there 
is a test for the greatness of a preacher’s min- 
istry. The sermon is by no means all of his 
work, important as that is. Preachers are 
sometimes jealous of each other as doctors are 
envious of doctors, lawyers of lawyers. Even 
the twelve apostles “disputed one with another 
in the way, who was the greatest” (9:34). Now 
the ambition to be great is not in itself evil 
any more than is the longing to be good. It 
all depends on one’s notion of greatness. If it 
is simply self aggrandizement, then it is vanity. 
If it is self-advancement at the expense of 
others, it is evil. Jesus gave the disciples a 
new ideal of greatness, that of humility and 
service. “If any man would be first, he shall 
be last of all, and minister of all’ (9: 35). This 
is an absolutely revolutionary idea and yet it 
is destined to conquer the world in the end. It 
lies at the root of real patriotism, of love of 
father and mother and child, of all the Chris- 
tian activities of the world, of missions of Red 
Cross work, of the preacher’s whole life, of the 
life of every child of God. 


14. Method and Manner in Preaching. 


We have no actual picture of Jesus and yet 
Mark frequently speaks of his looks and ges- 
tures, another sign of an eye-witness like Peter. 
There was undoubted power in the personal ap- 
pearance of Jesus and magnetism in his very 
presence. Power went out from him. The 
The highest art is to copy nature and Jesus 
had untarnished human powers besides his 
divine nature. Oratory is not mere declama- 
tion. Jesus conversed with men in groups large 
or small. That was the original meaning of 

(Continued on page 510) 
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German Theology in American Colleges 


The College Class Room vs. The Christian Pulpit 


Rey. Albert Clarke Wykoff, Pastor Reformed Church, Spring Valley, N. Y., in the Biblical Re- 
view (copyright) of October, 1917, published by The Bible Teachers Training 
School, New York. By permission 


(Continued from February.) 


When we seek for definite and concrete evi- 
dence that this antagonism exists, in just as 
radical a form, in American college class 
rooms as in Germany, we have but to get ac- 
quainted with the students who are the regu- 
lar attendants upon these class room courses, 
in order to be convinced. There can be no 
doubt that these students keenly realize the 
presence of this antagonism. Not only does it 
influence the character of the teaching, but it 
also profoundly affects the students’ personal 
religious beliefs. To give this part the value 
of direct evidence the writer would like to 
invite the reader into his study for a few mo- 
ments, if he may be pardoned the personal 
character of such a method. Having for years 
been particularly interested in those religious 
problems which arise out of class room instruc- 
tion, and having endeavored to deal with them 
sympathetically in the jight of modern thought, 
the last five years have brought in upon him 
an uninterrupted flow of college student reli- 
gious problems. Here is a section taken at 
random from one week-end. 


A young student-comes for a conference, as 
he is in serious religious difficulty. With much 
trepidation he begins: “My question is a big 
one; I am almost afraid to tell it to you. It 
is the big one. To be honest, I can’t see any 
possible reason for believing there is a God. 
There does not seem to be any anywhere in 
my world. I don’t like to feel this way, for it 
seems as though something big has dropped 
out from under. But this is where I am.” 
After spending a couple of hours in going over 
this whole question, this student leaves, and 
before he is out of sight in comes another from 
a distant university. He also begins with the 
very same fundamental question. 

Then comes a man in middle life, who is 
back at the university for a year to brush up 
in his specialty and has been taking a course 
or so on religion. He starts with this chal- 
lenge: “Well, what are you ministers going 
to do about your religion? It seems to me 
that the professors of psychology have you in 
bad. I don’t see that there is any ground left 
for you stand on. I confess that it is mighty 
uncomfortable for a man in middle life to have 
everything upon which he has been building 
for half a life knocked clean out from under 
him. A friend of mine who is up north with 
me, doing graduate work, was just called home 
by the sudden death of his little boy. When 
he returned to the university, up out of that 
tragic experience, he found that these studies 
had lost all their former charm, and said: 
‘Well, I have to face the situation, but let me 
tell you that I can never again be the man I 
was before I lost my faith.’ ” 

Then there comes a missionary, home on 
furlough, shaken to the very core by the terri- 
fic inroads which modern psychology has ap- 
parently made upon every phase of religious 


truth and experience. Then comes the college 
graduate in the first year out in the midst of 
real life contacts, distressed and amazed to 
find how differently and unexpectedly real life 
problems come at one. Then come young 
parents, who discarded religion while in col- 
lege, and had never experienced any serious 
loss up to the present time. Now they find 
themselves face to face with all the responsibi- 
lities. of parenthood, and they do not care to 
take the risk of blighting or marring their 
children’s whole lives by making any stupid 
blunder upon this subject. Yet they simply 
cannot handle any phase of this religious ques- 
tion with the children without there obtruding 
the guilty and uncomfortable feeling of insin- 
cerity and hypocrisy. 


So they come week after week, month after 
month, year after year, as do hundred of other 
spiritual advisers, a ceaseless procession of 
troubled souls seeking relief from the tragic 
consequences of shattered faith. This side of 
the story is little understood in the class room. 
But seriously to injure the vital religious faith 
of the tender young carries with it conse- 
quences which are more revolutionary, from 
the psychological standpoint, than any other 
single injury that can be inflicted. The effects 
reach down to the third and fourth generations 
and often produce more disastrous results in 
those than in the immediate lives themselves. 
And all of this foisted upon our defenseless 
young without any corresponding intellectual 
justification for its perpetration. For the issue 
has not yet been decided in favor of atheism. 
Theism still is entitled to paramount claims 
for consideration. At this stage in the conflict 
Christian people should insist that the most 
scrupulous and conscientious care should be 
exercised to avoid all unnecessary tampering 
with the vital religious faith of the young. 


Let us now check up the evidence which has 
come in from so many different sources by a 
personal visit to the class room of one of these 
leading psychologists, and in this way satisfy 
ourselves as to the truth of what has been 
presented. There are many whom we might 
choose for this object, but as Professor Leuba 
of Bryn Mawr has furnished us with the most 
material we will select him. This visit will be 
conducted through the medium of his published 
volumes. No one has been more frank and 
open in treating this subject of religion than 
Professor Leuba. In his book, “A Psycholog- 
ical Study of Religion,” he freely states his 
position upon the question of theism in these 
words: 


“T cannot persuade myself that divine per- 
sonal beings, be they primitive gods or the 
Christian Father, have more than a subjective 
existence.” Page 10. 

In the last chapter of this same book, hav- 
ing, as he assumes, eliminated theism from 
the field, he queries: 
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“Theism having become logically impossible 
and pantheism being practically insufficient, 
where shall we look for a religion of the fu- 
ture?” Page 321. 

One cannot read this book, published in 1912, 
without realizing that its author represents 
one of the most aggressive types of anti-theists. 
But even the chapter on “Theology and Psy- 
chology,” as radical as it is, does not begin 
to reveal the full intensity of his antagonism. 
This remains for his recent book, “The Belief 
in God and Immortality.” In this he throws 
all caution to the winds and plunges recklessly 
into the fight against traditional Christianity 
and theism. His justification for adopting this 
course is his profound interest in spirituality 
and morality. It is because belief in God and 
immortality are ‘at present hindrances to spir- 
itual progress,’ page 323, and moral develop- 
ment that he is compelled to fight for their 
overthrow. He tells us: 


“Many of the most distinguished moralists 
condemn the belief in immortality as ethically 
wrong. But much can be and is made of it 
among benighted Christian populations.” Page 
Sle. 


He sums up that argument with this aston- 
ishing assertion: 

“Those who exaggerate the usefulness of the 
beliefs in immortality and in God conceived as 
the perfect embodiment of all the values dis- 
covered on earth, fail to realize the inherent 
Cisadvantages of these beliefs. * * * There is 
always some discrepancy between that which 
is best for the God of the Christian worship 
and life in heaven, and that which is best for 
the individual and society on earth: one can- 
Lot serve perfectly man and the traditional 
Cod.” Page 328. 


And yet, in spite of this confident assertion, 
the mind will wander back to Moses and the 
great religious personalities of the past, and 
linger persistently over the life story of Jesus, 
who himself made more real the traditional 
God, and who, notwithstanding his belief in the 
“Divine Father,’ stands high in the annals of 
those who served well their fellow men. And 
was it not Professor James who said in “The 
Varieties of Religious Experience,” page 259: 


“The highest flights of charity, devotion, 
trust, patience, bravery to which the wings of 
human nature have spread themselves have 
fiown for religious ideals?” 

The extremes to which Professor Leuba’s 
virulent antagonism carries him may be well 
illustrated by the note he goes out of his way 
to insert at the bottom of page 324. It reads: 

“Of the sense of a real, immediate depend- 
ence upon a personal divinity, there remains 
in Christian states but a few pitiable remnants. 
In the United States the most conspicuous one 
is the yearly proclamation of a Day of Thanks- 
giving by which the members of the nation are 
called upon to return thanks to God for the 
good that has fallen to their lot and that of the 
country during the year. From an expression 
of genuine belief, this custom has become an 
objectionable tradition which, the sooner it is 
abandoned, the better for those who keep it 
up and for those to whom it is addressed. It 
were better, instead, that we should be taught 


to realize our dependence upon each other and 
the gratitude we owe to the millions who strive, 
often in material and moral distress, in order 
to build our material and spiritual prosperity.” 

These quotations are sufficient to acquaint 
us with one of the leading psychologists of this 
country, and the way in which he deals with 
the subject of religion. But he does not wish 
any one to imagine that he stands alone in 
this fight. By no means; he represents the 
great majority of the men in his class. In his 
earlier book he tells us: 

“The leaders in philosophy, science, litera- 
ture, and even in religion, as well as an in- 
creasing number of the rank and file, reject 
openly or secretly the traditional Christian be- 
lief in a Divine Father in direct communication 
with man.”—A Psychological Study of Religion, 
page 315. 

Lest any one should doubt the accuracy of 
this assertion, in this recent book, he presents 
his proof. A questionnaire has been sent out 
to a selected group of men of “high culture” 
and “eminence” asking if they believe in a 
personal God and personal immortality. The 
replies reveal the astonishing fact that from 
6¢6 to 86 per cent of the greater scientists no 
longer believe in a personal God. The per- 
centage of unbelief among the lesser ones is 
not so large. In order that there shall be no 
misunderstanding of the truly representative 
character of these statistics, he informs us: 

“T have claimed that this information is valid 

* * * for all the American scientists, histo- 
rians, sociologists, and psychologists, when 
these designations are used in as broad a 
sense as by official organizations of these dif- 
ferent groups.” Page 276. 

Certainly if this claim has any truth in it we 
need no further evidence to substantiate the 
contention with which this paper began, that 
there exists a radical antagonism between the 
college class room and the Christian pulpit 
on religion, and that this antagonism pene- 
trates to the very heart of theism. The col- 
lege class room, in the departments above men- 
tioned, becomes, in the very nature of the case, 
a co-operating instructor in one of the most 
subtle, comprehensive, and irresistible courses 
of systematic atheology under which oen could 
possibly come. The most significant factor in 
these statistics, for our study, is that the circle 
in the chart of the great psychologists, page 
268, becomes almost completely black. It is 
in this group that by far the largest percent- 
age of unbelievers is found. Only 13.2 per 
cent believe in a personal God. And these are 
the very professors who preside over the col- 
lege class rooms where the psychology of re- 
ligion is taught. This is the most alarming fea- 
ture of the entire situation. For not only are 
these professors avowedly and openly antago- 
nistic to historic Christianity and theism, but 
this position leads them, unconsciously, into 
the practice of forcibly deporting the scientific 
data of religious experience over into the serv- 
ice of atheism. This brings us to the very 
heart of our present-day religious problem. It 
is in reality not a problem in religion primar- 
ily, but only a problem in psychology. It grows 
not out of the psychology of religion, but out 
of the religion of the psychologist. 
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Let us look at the problem, for a moment, 
from this angle. The situation is not nearly as 
serious when viewed in this light as it appears 
upon the surface. This youngest son of sci- 
ence—psychology—has simply come at last to 
that age when he feels pulsing through his be- 
ing the mighty forces of developing strength, 
and he longs to be free; he craves his inde- 
pendence. In a typical manner he comes to his 
father and says: “Father, give me the portion 
of goods that falleth to me,” and having gath- 
ered all together, he starts out on his “journey 
into a far country.” The trouble with this 
youngest son is simply an exaggerated ego, an 
enlarged sense of individualism. He has not 
yet become sufficiently mature to possess a 
proper and just appreciation of the rights and 
claims of others who happen to be members 
of the same family circle. It is an unavoidable 
stage in the growth and maturing of a science 
of this peculiar type. Experience is the only 
cure, and this cannot readily bring its real cor- 
rective influence to bear upon the college class 
room. For there is a great gulf fixed between 
the college class room study of this subject and 
that which is made by the Christian pulpit. 
This difference is almost exactly paralleled by 
what Dr. Jung, in his “Analytical Psychology,” 
points out as the contrast between the point of 
view of the experimental psychologist and the 
physician who uses psychology for patholog- 
ical purposes. This is well summed up in the 
following quotation: 


“Hence it comes about that the inquirer after 
the secrets of the human soul, learns rather 
less than nothing from experimental psychol- 
ogy. He would be better advised to abandon 
exact science, take off his scholar’s gown, say 
farewell to his study, and then, strong in manly 
courage, set out to wander through the world; 
alike through the horrors of prisons, lunatic 
asylums, and hospitals, through dreary outly- 
ing taverns, through brothels and gambling 
hells, into elegant drawing rooms, the stock 
exchanges, socialist meetings, churches, revival 
gatherings of strange religious sects, experi- 
encing in his own person love and hate and 
every kind of suffering. He would return laden 
with richer knowledge than his yard-long text- 
books could ever have given, and thus equip- 
ped, he can indeed be a physician to his pa- 
tients, for he understands the soul of man. He 
may be pardoned if his respect for the ‘corner- 
stones’ of experimental psychology is no longer 
very considerable. There is a great gulf fixed 
between what science calls ‘psychology,’ on 
one hand, and what the practice of everyday 
life expects from psychology on the other.” 
Page 353f. 


’ The above advice has been literally followed 
by the Christian pulpit. This is the angle of 
approach from which it comes upon the prob- 
lem of religion. It is profoundly interested in 
the intellectual and theoretic side of the ques- 
tion, but it, unlike the college class room, can 
never for one moment shake itself free from 
the pressure of everyday real-life contacts. It 
lives down where it touches, in all their varied 
ramifications, every phase of the problems of 
the human soul. And when its knowledge falls 
short, it relies upon the guidance of Him 
who was touched with the feeling of our in- 


firmities, “was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” 


These are the practical qualifications which, 
added to the iong years of intellectual prep- 
aration upon the historical and philosophical 
sides of the problem, entitle the Christian 
Pulpit to recognition when the subject of re- 
ligion is under discussion. For the psychology 
class room, whose interest in religion is, at 
best, but secondary and academic, and whose 
very contacts with human beings are to a de- 
gree temporary and artificial, to set iitself up 
as the supreme and only competent arbiter of 
religious experience and religious experience 
interpreted, and at the same time to superiorly 
ignore this entire group of real experts in this 
field, as Professor Leuba does in his question- 
naire—the only ones who are dealing with 
this question down where religion is born, 
where it is nourished, and where it is called 
upon to do its real work—is to be guilty of un- 
pardonable adolescent presumption. 


Not until this youngest son of science has 
outgrown such folly, not until he has become 
properly socialized and domesticated, not until 
he has learned the necessity for intelligent and 
sympathetic co-operation with the other mem- 
bers of the same family circle, can he ever hope 
to be able to contribute his legitimate share to 
the solution of this great problem. And this is 
the lesson that experience in the end will teach 
him. All those wild dreams of a sweeping vic- 
tory for atheism, in any form, might just as 
well be abandoned first as last. There exists 
no irreconcilable conflict between theism and 
the psychology of religion. Though the pres- 
ent situation demands immediate attention, 
the ultimates are not in peril. Truth bears 
a charmed life, and Time and Experience 
are her guardian angels. ‘If atheism, under 
this new fascinating guise of humanism, 
were an entirely new idea it might occasion 
more concern. But it is as old as the hills, it 
has been tried out time and again in the past, 
and has laid heavy toll upon individuals, fam- , 
ilies, and nations. In this its latest and most 
approved form it has been under trial, for the 
last two generations, in Germany. The out- 
come of this experiment Professor HEucken 
gives in these words: 


“We are becoming today more and more 
conscious of the pettiness and hopelessness of 
the merely naturalistic culture. This in itself 
is a good sign and the first step toward im- 
provement. We are not as easily deceived by 
those empty phrases about human greatness 
and dignity which intoxicated the imagination 
of earlier times. * * * We are feeling ourselves 
so annoyingly, obtrusively enveloped by the 
pettily human, the ‘all too human,’ so wearied 
and vuppressed by it, that the deeper minds 
among us are seized with an intense dislike of 
it all and a strong desire to be free from it. 
* * * The merely humanistic culture has, in the 
course of the world’s history, been subjected 
to the test of experience and has failed to 
stand the test. Its own development has been 
the means of its outliving itself and, becoming 
exhausted, has indeed revealed its insurmount- 
able limitations.”—“Can We Still Be Chris- 
tians?” Page 73. 
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Little did Professor Eucken dream how the 
next few years would tragically vindicate in 
world-wide terms this assertion. In the light 


of all this past experience, we wonder whether 


. 


America will still obstinately insist upon trying 
this out for herself? 


“And when he came to himself.” Of course 
he was not himself up to this moment—not his 
real self. For this real self bound him by 
irrefragable ties to father, brother, home. And 
just as soon as he came to himself he realized 
all this, and said: “I will arise and go to my 
father.” When experience hath wrought its 
perfect work, psychology will also come to it- 
self—for it is not its real self yet—and in that 
moment it will also arise and go to its Father, 
and say: “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee * * * make me as one of thy 
* * * servants.” 


[German theology and its relation to Fright- 
fulness and World Power, by the same author 
will appear in the Expositor for April. It is a 
thorough indictment.—Kad. | 


JESUS IN MARK’S GOSPEL THE EXEMPLAR 
FOR PREACHERS. 
(Continued from page 506.) 


“homiletics” (homilea). He did denounce his 
enemies with volcanic force when necessary 
(cf. Matthew 23), but he was usually didactic 
and winning. He had the charm of simplicity 
and power. Men hung on his words listening. 
Soldiers, sent to arrest him, came away with 
the excuse that never man so spake. Jesus 
used epigram, aphorism, proverb, parable, 
question, paradox, hyperbole, metaphor, with 
humor, irony, sarcasm, denunciation and pathos. 
Every “meanest flower that blows,” every sim- 
plest household act becomes in his hands a 
picture of living truth. His illustrations are 
the despair of all imitators.. No orator, Greek 
or Jewish, had any art that did not play into 
the hands of Christ if he cared to use it to drive 
home the truth. That is real eloquence. Jesus 
taught as a teacher, pled with men like an 
evangelist, lashed them for their sins like a 
reformer, called them back to God like a 
prophet, and lamented with bitter tears over 
Jerusalem that was plotting his death. 


15. The Ministry of Sympathy. 


In it all he never lost the sympathetic chord 
that gives nobility to human effort. Compassed 
on every side by theological obscurantism and 
ecclesiastical red-tape, Jesus burst through it 
all. On his way to the crucifixion he bore his 
own cross like the Son of Man and like the 
Son of God. Even on the cross Jesus prayed 
for forgiveness for those who were taking his 
life. Tragedy enters into the lives of other 
preachers though not on this seale. But no 
preached is really efficient till his heart is 
touched with sorrows. Then he will know how 
to be a sympathetic and tender shepherd to the 
lambs that are lost in the storm, and will go 
after them and bring them back. It is the ery 
of the lost sheep that broke the heart of Christ. 
They are still crying on the mountains for you 
and for me. 


Two Horns oi a Dilemma. 


There is a certain Scottish minister in a West 
Highland parish who has never yet been known 
to permit a stranger to occupy his pulpit. ' 

The other day, however, an Edinburgh divin- 
ity student was spending a few days in the 
parish, and on Saturday he called at the manse 
and asked the minister to be allowed to preach 
the following day. 

“My dear young man,” said the minister, lay- 
ing a hand gently on his shoulder, “gin I lat 
you preach the morn, and ye gie a better ser- 
mon than me, my fowk wad never again be 
satisfied wi’ my preaching; and gin ye’re nae 
a better preacher than me, ye’re no’ worth 
listening tae!” 


Hypocricy Defined. 


Teacher: “Henry, can you define a hypo- 
crite?” 
Henry: “Yessum. It’s a kid wot comes to 


school wid a smile on his face.” 


Spring-Time. 

“This,” said the man of the house, as he 
mournfully surveyed three carpets and ten rugs 
hanging on the clothes line, “this is a combina- 
tion hard to beat.” 


THE ALABASTER BOX. 


It is a wondrous tale, this story of The Alabas- 
ter Box. It has no near of kin. Of no other in- 
cident did Jesus take take such notice. To no 
other deed did he promise such world-wide 
telling, and to no other save the Holy Com- 
munion did he attach the importance of a per- 
manent “memorial.’”?’ Why? 


There have been many interpretations of this 
strange and striking incident. Some have been 
sane and helpful; some far-fetched and fantastic; 
but the Master’s own comment has, for us, such 
a weight of meaning that we may well waive 
the others and consider this for our Lenten Les- 
son—“‘Against the day of my burying hath she 
kept this.” 


Let us retell the story; retell it as an Oriental, 
an Arabian, let us say, would tell it. 


THE ALABASTER BOX: 


Fine; isn’t it? Yes—fine, and deep and strong: 
a Study in Reservations for Christ. 

We may ask ourselves many questions at this 
Sacred Season but none will be more searching 
than this. “What have I put aside for Him?” 
Not self-denial. No—fine as that is Dedication is 


finer. Then how much of Possessions, of Time 
of Service have I reserved for Him?” Will the 
aching feet of Christ be soothed? Will the 


hungry heart of Christ be comforted because our 
most precious things have been put aside for 
Him? 

As we scan with sweeping glance the Pano- 
rama of His Life, which are the pictures that 
stand out? Are they not those that have to 
do with Reservations for Him? No Reserva- 
tions for Him “In the Inn;’’ hence the Manger. 
“Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh” for Him, Is 
it not always so? “The Upper Room,” the beast 
on which he made his “triumphal entry;” the vir- 
gin tomb “wherein was never man yet laid.’ Was 
it not always so? 


The great scenes that have inspired the artist: 
the mighty themes that have gripped poet and 
preacher: have they not always to do with these 
Reservations for Him? 

As we enter upon this time in which his pas- 
sion and death are universal themes and “self- 
denial’ is the Keynote of our songs of sacrifice, 
may we not do Him a larger service if we dedi- 
cate our choicest things in the spirit of Mary 
as she broke “The Alabaster Box?” 
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THE ALBASTER BOX 


SAMUEL W. 


By the waters of Barada, to the west of 
Damascus, a caravan was making ready. “Five 
days from now thou will be at home, Simon.” 
The speaker stopped beside the water trough at 
which the camel of his friend was drinking. 
“Not so soon, I fear; the company is large.” 

“The blessing of heaven rest on thee and 
thine, the little Lazarus and Mary, and the wise 
little Martha. Hast thou a gift for each?” 

“Yes, this piece of fine linen for Martha, this 
wondrous knife for Lazarus, and this vain per- 
fume for the dainty Mary, so like her mother, 
gone.” 

“It is a costly gift, indeed; thine old camel is 
worth no more.” 

“Mary is very precious to me; so like her 
mother. What aileth thee, Seth?” 

The face of his friend showed gray beneath 
the tan as he shrank away. 

“Look _at thine hand, Simon!” He almost 
whispered the word, “Is it not leprosy?” 


@ There is grief in the home of Bethany. 
Simon, the leper, is dead. The mourners intone 
their dreary wailings; the Levite chants his 
monotonous prayers. 

In a chamber to one side, sit three; a wom- 
anly girl of eighteen, a beautiful child of four- 
teen, and a tall, straight-limbed youth of 
twenty. 

“May we not see him, Lazarus?” 

“Nay! HEleazar says no, he is to be buried in 
a pit; our love will shroud him.” 

The child stole softly to her chamber; from 
a recess, she drew her one treasure. “It shall 
be poured into that pit,’ she cried impetuously, 
but even as she spoke, the droning in the 
courtyard ceased, and she knew that Simon, her 
father, was beyond the reach of perfume. 


@“Good news, sweet Mary! Thou are be- 
spoken; Daniel of Bethlehem hath asked thy 
hand in marriage. Thou dost remember him, 
so handsome and so strong; Mother Martha 
hath consented to forego her right of priority, 
and the feast is set for tomorrow. Thou art 
favored, thy dower is not a trifle and thou thy- 
self art a priceless treasure.” 

The feast is past, the betrothal is announced; 
alone in her room, Mary holds in her hands the 
precious gift of her father; so ignobly dead. 

“This shall make sweet perfume for the wed- 

ding day.” 
@ The wedding day has come, but the bride: 
groom is not there. With grave face, Lazarus 
paces the courtyard, for Eleazar, the steward, 
has brought word that Daniel of Bethlehem 
hath broken his troth, and for a larger dower, 
has wed Hagar, the daughter of Hlephas of 
Damascus. © 

Gently they tell her; for one moment she is 
still; then wounded pride and trampled affec- 
tions riot from heart to head and, swift as the 
gray deer, she flies from the courtyard, into the 
village street, away to the cliffs beyond the 
town. 

They followed, but their’s is the pursuit of 
terror, hers the stregnth of madness. She is 
gone; they have lost her. 


GRAFFLIN 


@ “Bring her to me,” the eye so kindly keen, 
had seen this frantic woman rush to the edge of 
the precipice and crouch upon the brink. 

Gentle John and stalwart Simon, bring her 
near—‘Peace troubled soul’’—and Mary looks 
her gratitude into the eyes of Christ. He gently 
leads her home and from that hour, finds sanc- 
tuary there. 


@ The droning of the mourners is heard again 
in the home at Bethany. Lazarus is dead. He 
must be buried today. 

, If he had only come.” 

Alone, before the time-stained urn of per- 
fume, kneels the gentle Mary; “It must go for 
his burying.” 

“No!” Who said that No? 

The perfume is replaced, there is to be no 
other lover, no one has greater right to it than 
this noble brother; but it does not go. 

The Master comes. He weeps. ‘Lazarus 
come forth!” 

And the Alabaster box remains unopened. 


@ Poor, tired feet, worn with the toilsome jour- 
ney toward the cross, rest a while at the house 
in Bethany, and they “make Him a feast” in 
their unbounded gratitude, and Martha serves. 

They see the careworn face and sad counte- 
nance of their Lord, but Mary sees those poor, 
tired feet. What shall she do, to show her holy 
homage? 

Once more she kneels within the sacred pre- 
cints of her virgin chamber. Before her closed 
eyes passes the strange procession—the stately 
Simon, the faithless Daniel, the tender Lazarus, 
the Christ. Ah! Now she knows, it was for 
Him, her Lord. 

They do not note her as she enters with her 
childhood’s treasure, her supreme _ sacrifice. 
She drops at his feet; the earthen plug does 
not yield, but a tap of the mallet breaks the 
neck from the time-stained urn, and out upon 
the weary feet of Christ is poured the love of 
Mary and the perfume from the Alabaster Box. 
With the coils of her hair she tenderly wipes 
them, sharing the perfume, as love always 
shares. 


@As the odor of flowers on the zephyrs of 
morning, the fragrance fills the house. 

“Why this waste? Think of the poor!” 

“Let her alone; she hath wrought a good 
work on me; she hath done what she could. 
She did it for my burial.” 


@ There is perfume in Gethsemane, there is 
perfume in Pilate’s judgment hall, perfume on 
the way to Calvary, perfume in Joseph’s tomb. 


@Go on, Oh perfumed feet to Calvary. 

Go on, Oh glorious Gospel to thy world-wide 
dominion, and as thou shalt tell of Bethany, 
Gethsemane, Calvary and Easter’s wondrous 
dawn, forget not the Master’s word: 

“Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this 
Gospel shall be preached in the whole world, 
that also which this woman hath done shall be 
spoken of for a memorial of her,” and teach the 
world to give to Jesus Christ its best as Mary 
gave her treasure in the Alabaster Box.” 
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Putting Mingo On*The Map 


E. A. 


Not often do we have a chance to read a story 
just like this. Rev. Arthur H. Adams is pastor 
of the Methodist Church of Mingo, Iowa. He 
reads the Methods department of The Expositor 
and says he enjoys it and we know he has been 
greatly helped by it. 


The community of Mingo has a population of 
about 400 and is 26 miles from Des Moines. 
Before Mr. Adams became pastor of this church 
it had been on a two point circuit. Last year 
the total budget was $750 including everything 
and the church failed to meet this within $100. 
One year later the church raised the pastor’s 
salary to $1,250 and also gives him the use of a 
fine parsonage. The total current budget s 
now $1,700. 


The every-member-canvass was put on and 
after a three weeks’ educational campaign the 
canvass netted $2,200, or $500 more than was 
needed. The Sunday School has increased 50 
per cent and all the other departments of the 
work have prospered. 


The secret of all this success is discovered 
when one reads the names and characterization 
of the official board. They were the prominent 
men of the community. What they needed was 
education and stimulation. The young minister 
called them together and talked to them and 
assigned “jobs” in the church. 


In brief Mr. Adams spoke the following words 
to his official board: 


“You are acquainted with successful business 
methods and you believe in working at your 
jobs. The church, the biggest institution in the 
world, you run in the most slipshod, hit or miss 
fashion imaginable. You men wouldn’t run 


King 

ingly behind time, he hands me a man’s size 
full grown check the first of each month. The 
dairyman was made secretary and the imple- 
ment dealer president, and he’s a man of vision, 
too. The auctioneer was elected to assist the 
pastor in planning the every-member-canvass 
and he worked like a good soldier.” 

This live bunch of men has “donated” their 
‘Jive wire pastor” for services at Camp Dodge 
for two weeks to work with the soldiers. The 
rest of the story is in keeping with the first 
part. All sorts of new and vital activities are 
taking shape in that community. Mr. Adams 
is inclined to evangelism, and men, women and 
children are being converted. The church 
membership is growing. 


Now there are just a few points to mention in 
connection with this fine story. First and most 
important of all the minister had consecration, 
vision and executive power and he used what 
talents he had in a small field. Second, and 
almost as important, the men on his board were 
capable and they responded. Third and very 
important, they came across with their money. 
As a result religion is prosperous there. 


Budget Increases Salary 
The Expositor some 10 years ago was instru- 
mental in spreading the idea of a budget for 
church finances. Many thousands of dollars 
have been added to church treasuries by this 
means. 


The first Baptist church, Bennington, Vt., 
adopted the following budget: 


FINANCIAL BUDGET OF THE First Baptist CHURCH OF BENNINGTON 
For Church Fiscal Year, ending January 1, 1919. 


Current Expenses For Missions and Benevelences: 


your business like you run the church. I’m ..... ies Bet 1918 Buaget My Pledge 
F - ; SEN GES 52 5 ast So $2250.00 Foreign Missions $382.00 $ 
your business manager for a while. I’m here Fuel... ___.- 350.00 eee =o i Sa 
to hel ut Mi th ‘p t? Taccrence mee 50.00 Home Mission - 2 335.00 
“PD you p ngo on e map. eus get Repairs (estimated )- pack 250.00 State Convention-.-__ - 332.00 
usy. Light aud\Gass-c 2.22 80.00 Woman's For. Mission. 193.00 —_-.--- 
: ‘ Water. S.c .c25s< once 39.00 Woman's pe icsione : : 
Mr. Adams writes thus: “And, believe me, Printing - ECT] 2iv00r, etgeting, Geuatee anes a 
the men of this church are busy. They seemed {pli Supplies 500 N.B.C.and Ed. Board. $0.00 __..-- 
just itching for something to do. The lumber- Church School. __- 229.00 Min. & Miss. Ben. Fund. 30.00 -. -.-- 
] ss ’ Summer Conference 30.00 Summer Couferences——_- 3O;00ie use wee 
ami) policy when, and Boe Sam cmver ste 20800 
. $3428.06 Ss 
pat a a re oo Invested Funds 500.00 $177 
in the county paper two weeks, showing cut of ei $1777.00 
pastor and church. Then two papers gave us a__ Needed Funds $2028.00 


column each for regular church notes. Four 
large bulletin boards immediately put in their 
appearance. I asked for $75 for advertising 
and got it. The hardware man was elected as 
welcoming committee at the public services , ‘ 
and he’s working at his Job. One eroceryman “he Benevolence Budget has been aides ire ac beng aadeie eae 
was elected as follow-up committee of visita- vork. Every Dollar in both Budgets is needed. Will you take a share in it? 
tion and information, the other groceryman was to ay 
elected building custodian. 


“Immediately all electric lights were made to 
burn and proper shades bought, cables were 
bought for the windows, so they could be 
lowered (it had been impossible to lower the 
windows for ventilation at all), new rubber 
aisle carpets were bought and an additional 
supply of hymn books procured. The banker 
was made treasurer and instead of a mere pit- 
tance doled out in shameful sums, embarrass- 
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It was oversubscribed $500 and the preacher’s 
salary was increased $300. 


Following is the form of pledge used: 


The Church Budget has been c> —full 


If you wish to apportion vour benevolence you may do so on opposite side. 
Tf not, check amounts on this side aud the treasurer will apportion it. 
Put a check opposite amounts you wish to give. 


seven! TT TTT TLL LEE 


| 
mooeoeence > 
Benevolences i leks | | | | | | | | | [ 


This pledge may be discontinued at any time by notifying the Treasurer of the Church 


Will Christ Come Again? 


Shailer Matthews 


Will Christ come again? 

Some say yes, and immediately. 

Others say, when did he ever go away? He 
is present spiritually. Has he not promised to 
be with us even to the end of the age? 

These two answers are the outcome of two 
ways of using the Bible. Which is correct? 

In answering this question attention is here 
given primarily to propagandists, not to those 
who believe without propaganda. Many true 
Christians accept the propaganda now heavily 
financed, without careful thought. We would 
spare their feelings, were they not, because of 
their loyalty to Jesus the Christ, being caught 
up in a dangerous religious movement. For 
whenever a view, at once without moral em- 
phasis, in origin mistaken and contrary to the 
recognizable facts of history and nature, is 
made central it inevitably becomes a danger. 
If we can judge from widespread testimony 
from leading Christian workers, that is the 
present situation. Partly because of the war, 
partly because of the extensive circulation of 
its literature, partly because of its literalistic 
appeal to the Bible, partly because of the lack 
of theological education on the part of active 
Christian workers, premillenarianism is a 
danger. It is a source of dissension and divi- 
sion in churches, a failure to interpret Chris- 
tianity as a religion of the spirit- We must 
speak plainly, though with regret if facts hurt 
some loyal Christian’s feelings. 


Let us first look at the Scriptural material. 

The early Christians believed that Jesus 
would return during the lifetime of their gen- 
eration. This hope is on almost every page 
in the New Testament. And some of them, to 
judge from a sentence or two in the Revelation 
of John, believed that before he came there 
would be a time of great tribulation to be fol- 
lowed by the physical return of Jesus, the 
resurrection of the martyrs, and a thousand 
years when Satan would be bound and every- 
thing on earth would be prosperous and joy- 
ous. After the end of that thousand years this 
group believed that there would be a mighty 
struggle between the Christ and Satan’s forces, 
a general resurrection and a judgment, when 
spirits would be brought up from Sheol, a 
great cavern under. the earth, and taken up 
into the sky, when they would meet living 
persons who had been “changed.” The right- 
eous would be given new bodies, and there- 
after would live in eternal bliss while the 
wicked would be sent back to the abyss of 
fire prepared for the devil, his angels, and the 
giants, there to burn forever and ever. It 
should be remembered, however, that although 
all the early Christians believed in the speedy 
physical return of Jesus from heaven there is 
no evidence that this fully elaborated program 
was held by Paul or the Church generally. In 
its entirety it was apparently limited to a 
Jewish Christian.group and its successors. 

And this leads to a consideration of im- 
portance. The entire messianic expectation in 
so far as it dealt with the future did not 
originate with the Christians. As Jews they 
inherited it from Judaism. To use only one 


example: the idea of the thousand years comes 
from the Jewish literature, such as the Book 
of Enoch, written after the close of the Old 
Testament canon. It was reached by arguing 
that since the day of the Lord is as a thousand 
years, and there were six days in creation, 
there still remained a thousand years in which 
there would be the sabbath of joy. <A study 
of the entire literature of the Jews from 175 
B. C. will show where the other elements of 
premillenarianism originated. 


It need hardly be emphasized that the im- 
mediateness of these events, the expectation 
of which was a part of the religious inheri- 
tance of the first Christians, was an essential 
element in their hope. No fair interpretation 
of the words of the New Tstament can lead 
us to think that the early Christians supposed 
that “immediateness” meant mere “unexpect- 
edness.” It never entered the minds of the 
early church that this physical return of Jesus 
in the sky might occur after the lapse of thou- 
sands of years. The early church did not look 
forward to a historical period of any appre- 
ciable length. In whatever calling they were 
called they were to remain. The last days had 
come and each day saw their salvation drawing 
nearer. The time was short. 


It is simple honesty to admit that they were 
mistaken in this hope of a speedy winding up of 
earthly affairs. Judaistic hopes were made no 
truer by being perpetuated by Christians. The 
Christ did not come in the way the early Chris- 
tians expected. 

Nie 

How now is this scriptural material to be 
used? There are two possible answers. 

1. The premillenarian says that these beliefs 
are to be used as infalliable teaching. What- 
ever the New Testament records as having been 
the belief of early Christians he regards as the 
teaching of the Bible. This logically ought to 
include a belief in a flat earth, the perpetuation 
of slavery, the submission to rulers like Nero. 
Premillenarians are inconsistent when they do 
not, as Christians not long ago did, insist on 
these elements of New Testament beliefs. They 
have to resort to all forms of ingenious and un- 
warranted interpretations of the texts to justify 
their misuse of scripture. Their method is 
more irresponsible than that which tries to 
prove that Bacon wrote the plays of Shakes- 
peare. 

Such a use of the scriptures involves its 
champions in three serious mistakes: First: 
it makes a survival of pre-Christian Judaism 
the central truth in Christianity. 

Second: It perpetuates a demonstrated mis- 
take of early Christians as to the time and 
character of the coming of Jesus. 

Third: It mistakes figures of speech for lit- 
eral statements of facts. 

Misuse of the Bible as these three mistakes 
disclose, naturally requires corroboration by 
mis-statements regarding the fulfillment of 
prophecy. The limit to which current events 
are found prophesied in the Old Testament is 
measured only by the interpreter’s ingenuity, 
lack of historical training and a saving sense 
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of absurdity. Facts fight against his views as 
the stars fought against Sisera. The world is 
not coming to an immediate end. We chal- 
lenge any premillenarian to name the day, and 
then shall wait until that day, confident that 
he is mistaken. Indeed he is more seriously 
mistaken than the early Christians themselves, 
for he undertakes to explain away their orig- 
inal mistake. 


Nor is his mistake unique. The history of 
Christianity is full of attempts to make Chris- 
lanity center in this fashion about these 
Judaistic beliefs of the early Christians. In 
every great crisis in history and especially 
every period of new understanding of the 
scripture men have arisen who have insisted 
that those who have seen the profound scrip- 
tural meaning of Christianity are infidels; who 
have cried out against education and the proper 
use of the scripture. They have repeatedly 
said that the world was coming to an imme- 
diate end. They have refused to assist in gov- 
ernment or in social reforms because they be- 
lieved it was God’s will that the world should 
grow worse and that Christ was soon to estab- 
lish a miraculous kingdom on the earth. They 
have quoted the same texts that are used today 
by premillenarians. They have always been 
mistaken, just as the early Christians were mis- 
taken. The world did not come to an end. 
Christ did not return in the way they expected. 
Whenever they named a day they have always 
had to revise their calculations. They will 
always have to be making new calculations. 
The world is not coming to a speedy end. His- 
tory will continue to be made. 


2. The other way to use the Bible, some- 
times called the historical, might better be 
called the common sense way. Those evangel- 
icals who hold to it are not beyond making 
mistakes for this method is not without diffi- 
culties of detail, but they believe in the in- 
spiration of prophets and apostles by the spirit 
of God. They know that this inspiration was 
progressive, accumulative, dependent upon and 
fitted to successive periods of human intelli- 
gence. Evidence compels them to believe that 
many of the beliefs of the early Christians can 
be understood only as they are studied in the 
light of the habits of thought prevalent in their 
times. Historically-minded students of the 
Bible distinguish between fundamental Chris- 
tian truths and the method and language used 
by the early Christians in expressing these 
truths. They believe that in order to realize 
these truths the conceptions of these ancient 
men of God have to be translated into modern 
conceptions exactly as the Hebrew or Greek 
language has to be translated into English. 


Thus the issue is plain. It is not between 
those who believe the Bible and those who dis- 
believe it. It is between ways of using the 
Bible. The premillenarian propagandist claims 
to be true to the Bible. He is really true to 
an improper way of using the Bible. His loy- 
alty to the Bible amounts to making outgrown 
or temporary words and conceptions equally 
true with what they attempt to express. He 
makes Judaistic hopes more important than the 
life and teaching of Christ. He treats figures 


of speech as if they were literal statements of 
fact. The contrast is not between belief in 
revelation and disbelief in revelation. The con. ° 
trast is between an incorrect method of using 
the scripture and a correct method. And in 
choosing his method it is the premillenarian 
who breaks with historic Christianity. 


iT: 


This misuse of the Bible results in something 
much more dangerous. The champions of pre- 
millenarianism themselves make plain what 
this is. It is not a matter of technical scholar- 
ship. Their interpretation of the messianic 
hope of the early church may be admitted to be 
reasonably correct. But interpretation is not 
the last word in Bible study and never has 
been. What remains is no mere question of 
premillenarianism or post-millenarianism. It 
is no problem of scholarship such as whether 
there are two Isaiahs. It is not a question of 
the analysis of the Pentateuch or the origin of 
the synoptic gospels. These are secondary and 
can be left to properly trained scholars. The 
premillenarian’s method of using the Jewish 
beliefs of the early Christians recorded in serip- 
ture leads him to fundamental religious denials. 
The evidence of this is to be found in the vol- 
uminous literature in which the immediate and 
literal coming of Jesus in the skies is set forth. 
Premillenarians miss the spirit in emphasizing 
the letter. In making a mistaken Judaistic 
belief central they distort Christianity. 


This distortion is characterized by four chief 
elements. 


First, the premillenarian interpretation of the 
gospel denies that God is capable of bringing 
about his victory by spiritual means. He is a 
spirit, but a spirit incapable of defeating evil 
spiritually. He cannot save the world by spir- 
itual means. In order to succeed he has to re- 
vert to physical brutality. He abandons mor- 
ality and uses miraculous militarism. He turns 
to fire and destructive forces of impersonal 
nature. Certain persons will be rescued and 
taken up into the sky, but the earth is to be 
set on fire, the people left on it are to be killed, 
and after this the saints.are to reign. Thus 
force is the final method by which God reigns. 


Many premillenarians therefore thank God 
that the world is growing worse. What is this 
but joy in the spiritual defeat of God? 


This sort of pessimism is unworthy of a 
Christian man. For what is it but a denial of 
the spiritual power of God in Jesus Christ? It 
is a putting of him again to an open shame. 
It makes the god of the Pharises superior to 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It makes 
a mistaken Jewish belief superior to the real 
message and revelation of Jesus. 


Second, such a use of the scripture lends to 
the denial of the application of the gospel to 
social forces. 


[Printed by permission of theAmerican Insti- 
tute of Sacred Literature from a copyrighted 
1917 pamphlet, of twenty-three pages. Copies 
of the full pamphlet may be secured for per- 
sonal use or for distribution at two cents each 
by addressing the Instiute, The University of 
Chicago, Chicago, I1l.—Hd.] 
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THE GREATEST BATTLE OF THE WAR 
REV. J. ROSS STEVENSON, D. D. 


Text: “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin.” Hebrews 12:4. 


Since war began no one would seriously 
question the fact of sin. A prominent church 
leader who was in Europe when hostilities 
commenced hastened back to this country in 
declare, “We must change our psychology in 
preaching. We have been appealing to men as 
well-disposed, good-natured, and in need of ad- 
vice. But let any one witness what I have seen 
and he will know that in every man’s heart 
dwells a beast which needs only to be aroused 
to show the reality and power of sin. Men are 
depraved and the breath of heaven must sweep 
through their souls and transform their 
natures.” Another great Christian leader re- 
marked only a few days ago, “The atonement 
needs no vindication now. We are well aware 
of the guilt and power of sin and that cleans- 
ing blood is needed to purge away the stain.” 
Our text assumes the fact of sin and regards 
it as a malignant and deadly foe against which 
a warfare needs to be waged at the cost of 
blood. Only by resisting unto blood in the 
struggle with sin can we share in the victory 
of Him who endured the cross despising the 
shame. We have become familiar with the war- 
fare against sinners. Our enemies are regarded 
as wicked men, against whom we must con- 
tend, even unto death. When the country calls 
in time of danger we are to resist invasion and 
turn to flight the armies of aliens. Such is a 
glorious warfare! But should it overshadow 
the spiritual struggles which are just as deadly 
and as momentous in their issues? Of what 
avail would it be to gain a victory over sinners 
and then be defeated by sin? 


I. Do we need to be reminded of the deviltry 
and devasting power of this aggressive and 
persisting foe? Some ten years ago Professor 
E. A. Ross in his book, “Sin and Society,” dis- 
cussed the new varieties of sin. He claimed 
that modern sin is not superficially repulsive; 
that it lacks the familiar tokens of guilt, and 
that it is impersonal in character, and he main- 
tained that the old sins of brutality, lust and 
cruelty are on the wane. He would probably 
revise his judgment now in the light of the 
war. Dr. W. R.° Richards once preached a 
striking sermon on “The Monotony of Sin,” in 
which he proved that the latest styles of 
wickedness are old-fashioned, and that for six 
thousand years sinners have displayed no 
originality. The sins of nations today are the 
sins of past centuries. Instead of appearing 
characteristically modern, they seem mediaeval, 
ancient. The lust and rapacity which has 
has plunged the world into war is just the 
same old exhibition of sin and depravity. The 
sin against which we are to fight is often pic- 
tured as a beast. The saints in heaven cele- 
brate their victory over the beast. We think of 
the serpent, with his seductive wiles, the roar- 
ing lion, with the tremendous weight and 
pounce of hungry craving; the fox, with his 
cunning trickery; the dragon with his frightful 
ferocity. Is it not very significant, as Dr. 
Jowett has pointed out, that nations have se- 


lected as their emblems different types of 
beasts—the dragon, the bear, the lion, the wolf, 
the serpent, and what not. We talk of rousing 
the bear, of twisting the lion’s tail, of pluck- 
ing feathers from the eagle. Though as a 
nation we have discarded the beast, we have 
chosen as our emblem the fiercest of birds 
“whose talons are more obtrusive than its 
song.” 


Think of the evidence we have in our day of 
old-fashioned ferocity and bestiality, showing 
what human nature is capable of in the twen- 
tieth century. There is Turkey slaughtering 
the innocents of Armenia to the unbelievable 
number of half a million, doing this with the 
connivance of cultured Germany, and the Grand 
Vizier Talaat Bey in defending one of the 
blackest crimes of the ages, took refuge in the 
same old lies which have been the resort of 
dastardly rulers in every age. You have prob- 
ably noticed that a Russian statesman has been 
convicted of treason and sentenced to life im- 
prisonment. What was his crime? As min- 
ister of war he sent the soldiers of his nation 
into battle with explicit orders that each should 
be furnished with only two rounds of ammuni- 
tion, and thus make it possible for the enemy 
to mow them down in their defenceless plight 
by the thousands. Do you wonder that the 
Russian soldier is a radical revolutionist? He 
is not only war tired, but has good reason to 
suspect the integrity of his officers and he is 
the easy prey of an intriguing, serpent-like 
enemy ever at work. Yes, sin is just as devil- 
ish, as brutal, as rampant and destructive as it 
was in the days of the Caesars and of the Huns. 
It drags into its clutches those who would do 
good, but whose resisting power is weak. 
Soldiers under the sway of heat and passion 
find themselves guilty of vices and of crimes 
of which in their better moods they would not 
have dreamed. It appals us to be told that in 
one of the allied armies soon after the begin- 
ning of the war aS many men were in the hos- 
pitals incapacitated for service by sin, as there 
were men out on the firing line. We do not 
dare to speak of the vicious surroundings in 
which our own soldiers are placed, except to 
appeal for a multiplication and strengthening 
of safe-guards. The War Department, as you 
know, has established a white zone around 
every military center. Napoleon said that the 
morale of an army is to all other forces as 
three to one. Great military leaders today are 
solicitous as to the ability of their soldiers, not 
only to fight well, but to have such victories in 
their own lives as will make them assured con- 
querors. Think of the significance of the ap- 
peal which has come to the Y. M. C. A. to 
establish its physical, moral and religious 
work, not only in the American and British 
Armies, but in the French Army, in the Rus- 
sian army, and now in the Italian Army. Why 
is this? There is a recognition of the deadly, 
devasting power of sin, and of the need for 
moral and spiritual reinforcement. With all 
that is noble and inspiring in war, there is 
much that is degrading. In one of the best 
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camps, I was told last summer, that the effect 
of military drill, especially of bayonet practice, 
was demoralizing, and theological students and 
ministers who had enlisted had “grown cold of 
heart and were losing all their zeal for Christ.” 
Donald Hankey shows us that the degraded 
sinner who has enlisted from the slums has 
greater courage and less fear of death than the 
respected sinner who would scorn him in 
private life. Discontent, jealousy, bigotry, false 
witness, cowardice, manifestations of sin, of 
Satan’s dominion, how often they hold sway 
over Christians, and even over ministers of the 
Cross. 


Such considerations are not meant to dis- 
courage us, but to stiffen our power of resis- 
tance. It is well for us to know that we have 
a foe, who taxes to the utmost all our resources 
and must be resisted unto blood. The nations 
which have been aroused by their supposed 
perils have called to arms something like 
thirty-seven millions of men. Imagine if you 
can this far flung battle line, and all the sacri- 
fice that is involved. It is estimated that the 
cost of this war to the nations is already 
twelve millions of men—six millions have been 
slain and six millions have been taken prison- 
ers—and one does not dare to think of the 
awful condition in which they are placed. It 
thrills us to see regiments of young men 
marching away to the war, eager to resist the 
foe at the cost of blood. While on the one 
hand it would seem as if we were ruthlessly 
shedding precious blood, accounting it of little 
value, on the other hand, in the appreciation of 
what it means to sacrifice life for the country’s 
honor, we are coming to have the highest re- 
gard for blood. Parents across the sea are 
comforting themselves with the hope that this 
shedding of blood will secure remission of sin. 
John Oxenham has expressed it in the lines: 
“For blood that is shed in the cause of right 


Has power as of old to wash souls white.” 


II. The Scriptures do not assign any atoning 
efficacy to human sacrifice. The redeemed 
ascribe their salvation to the Lamb that hath 
been slain. But when it costs sacrifice to fight 
against and overcome a visible foe, are we to 
imagine that we can overcome our invisible 
antagonists by cheaper means? The nation is 
summoning us to make our contributions which 
will ensure victory. We have no moral right 
to claim exemption and let our brothers do the 
fighting and run all the risks while we settle 
down in ease and softness and self-indulgence. 
Behold the parents who give of their own 
blood, the sons of their love for the country’s 
defence and good name, when others give but 
a few paltry dollars. Behold the young men of 
valor who hazard their lives, who are willing to 
pour out their blood on the field of battle. What 
will their message be to us when the war is 
over? Will they say, ‘You shared in our suf- 
fering, you took part in enduring hardship;” 
or “You did not resist until blood striving 
against sin; you did not take the conflict in 
dead earnest; you evaded the cross?” 


We are not surprised that in the tremendous 
earnestness of this gigantic struggle scores of 
soldiers, apprehending the serious issues are 


dedicating themselves to God in a new conse- 
cration. 
message is one of the most inspiring elements 
of camp life. In Scotland, we are told, that 
Christian people are solicitous over the dis- 
parity there will be between their devotion and 
that of the soldiers who have had their baptism 
of fire and come home as crowned victors. How 
will a stale, stay-at-home, ease-loving religion 
compare with that which dares to do right, 
which stands up for truth, and ‘courageously 
fights against evil? Is there not danger, my 
brothers, that our faith and our devotion will 
be dreadfully discounted by that of the young 
men who have gone to the front, if we have not 
shown a spirit like unto theirs, in fighting the 
evils near at hand, in carrying the cross of 
Christ away forward into the enemy’s territory? 
In the fight against sin we must exhibit the 
spirit which resists unto blood. 


III. To this end we have the greatest in- 
spirations. We are warned against weariness 
and faint-heartedness. Those who were vic- 
torious over the beast sang their way to 
triumph. Dan Crawford testifies that when he 
went out to Africa, Satan undertook to defeat 
him and his work by robbing him of his smile. 
He put the adversary to flight by declaring 
with the Psalmist, “My heart is fixed, I will 
sing I am in for singing,” and he gave 
it as his experience that the Christian’s smile 
is like the flag on Buckingham Palace which 
proclaims that the King is within. To be vic- 
torious we need to be thinking constantly of 
our King. We defeat the enemy by looking 
unto Jesus, the Captain of our faith. You re- 
call Mr. Hankey’s account of the beloved cap- 
tain, of all that he did for his men, of the in- 
spiration he was to their service, but he was 
shot down and they had to fight without him. 
A young British officer was notified late one 
evening that early the next morning he must 
lead his company over the top. He went to his 
men and found three who were afraid. He sat 
down beside them, one at a time, read the 
twenty-third Psalm and explained how Christ 
had come to take away the fear of death and 
bring life and immortality to light. They were 
comforted and strengthened by considering him 
the great Captain who can never be defeated. 

Another inspiration is the moral meaning of 
discipline. How detailed and prolonged and 
thorough the training of our soldiers today! 
The Government knows that only in the best of 
training can there be assured victory. What is 
the purpose of our Lord’s discipline? His cor- 
rection, his trials and our disappointments? 
They must be understood in the light of the 
conflict we are to wage. My son, despise not 
thou the schooling of the Lord. Submit to it, 
make the most of it. It is the guarantee of 
victory. 


Behind the Times. 


“Tsn’t it strange how quickly these war maps 
get out of date?” 


“Really, Mrs. Brunk, I had not thought about 
Do they?’ 

“Yes, indeed, I bought a new one only last 

week, and to-day I looked for an hour for 

Armageddon, but I couldn’t find it anywhere.” 
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The ready response to the Gospel | 


STUDYING THE SECOND COMING 
REV. JAMES M. GRAY, D. D. 


Take your Bible and begin at the first promise 
of the Redeemer, Genesis 3:15. The seed of 
the woman spoken of in that verse refers to 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who was to come into 
the world to destroy Satan and to put away 
sin. (Heb. 2:14-16). 

For two thousand years, more or less, noth- 
ing further is recorded of this Promised One 
until the call of Abraham, where we learn that 
he was to come in the line of that patriarch. 
Read Genesis 12:1-7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21, and 
note the different promises to Abraham and 
his seed. 


Two hundred and fifty years later he is 
pointed out again in Jacob’s prophecy as com- 
ing in the tribe of Judah, the great grandson 
of Abraham. (Gen. 49:10). 


More than five hundred years later, David, 
the son of Jesse, offspring of Judah, is on the 
throne of Israel, and the promise is once more 
repeated. The Coming One is to be his son, 
and his kingdom is to be established forever. 
(2 Sam. 7:12-16). 


A thousand years elapse before he comes, 
however, and in the meantime all the inspired 
bards and seers refer to him. We cannot quote 
them all, but look at the eleventh chapter of 
Isaiah, written about three hundred years after 
David. Here is the genealogy of the Promised 
One, “a rod out of the stem of Jesse;” his 
divine anointing, “the Spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him;” his character and power, “of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord,” 
“with righteousness shall he judge the poor,” 
“with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 
wicked.” Here is a foregleam of the results 
of his coming, “the wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb,” “they shall not hurt nor destroy,” 
“the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord.” 

But compare with this Isaiah 53. Here the 
same One is referred to at his coming, but “he 
is despised and rejected of men,” “cut off out 
of the land of the living,” “he made his grave 
with the wicked.” How are these inharmonies 
or contradictions to be explained? The Jews 
to whose nation he especially came stumble at 
them to this day. But the New Testament ex- 
plains them in the Saviour who came to suffer 
first and to reign afterward. (Luke 24: 25-27; 
Acts 17:1-3; 1 Peter 1:10-11). 


At last he comes! (Luke 1:30-33). This is 
he, Jesus, the son of Mary, to whom shall be 
given “the throne of his father, David, . . . 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 
But alas! “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not.” (John 1:11). He is 
now the nobleman who must go into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom, and 
to return. (Luke 19:11-27). He predicts this 
return in Matthew 24. Verses 4-14 of that 
chapter give an outline history of events be- 
tween his departure and his return. Verses 
15-28 describe a crisis in Jerusalem at the time 
of his return. (Dan. 9:24-27, and 2 Thess. 
2:3-10) will throw light upon it. Verses 29-31 
depict his actual return. 


Now turn to Acts 1:6-11. He has risen from 
the dead, but he is not to restore the kingdom 
to Israel “at this time.” He ascends into 
heaven, but “this same Jesus shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go.” 
In the meantime the gospel is being preached 
to Gentiles as well as to Jews; the church, 
considered as the body of Christ, is being 
formed and developed, and the Jewish Chris- 
tians cannot understand it. What about the 
kingdom that was to be set up in Israel, they 
ask; and have the Old Testament promises 
failed? 

Turn to Acts 15:13-17 for an answer to this 
inquiry. What God is now doing—that is, in 
this dispensation—is the taking out of the Gen- 
tiles a people for his name; in other words, he 
is calling out the church. But “after this’— 
that is, after the church has been called out— 
he “will return, and will build again the taber- 
nacle of David,’ which means that he will 
then restore the kingdom. 


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 is our next stopping 
place, where we learn that the church when 
completed will be “caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air.” Doubtless an interval 
elapses after this, how long or how short we do 
not know; and then Isaiah 11:4, last part, is 
to be fulfilled in accordance with’ the teaching 
of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10. 


The book of Revelation, chapters 4-18 in- 
clusive, gives a detailed acocunt in symbolic 
language of the tribulation of Israel and the 
judgments falling upon the nations of the earth 
during this interval, while chapter 19 shows 
the Lord actually coming at its close, in ac- 
cordance with Matthew 24:29-31. Revelation 
20: 1-16 is a revelation of the Millennial age to 
follow, when the blessings of Isaiah 11:3-9 will 
be realized on earth while the church is in the 
air, with Christ, reigning over the earth. The 
remainder of the chapter and of the book tells 
the story of the general judgment that follows 
the Millennium, and the coming in of the new 
heaven and the new earth. 


How to do it. 


My advice is for you to carefully read and 
ponder these passages of Scripture in: their 
order and in the light of their contexts. Fam- 
iliarize yourself with them as thoroughly as 
possible. If need be, memorize them; they are 
not many, and the task would not be difficult. 
Mingle the exercise with prayer, for only the 
Holy Spirit who caused this Woly Word to be 
written can reveal it to our understanding. 
(Read again 1 Peter 1:10-12, and also 1 Cor- 
inthians 2:9-11, and Ephesians 1:15-18, to be 
impressed with this). 

Why is It Worth While? 

Why is it worth while to study the Second 
Coming of our Lord for yourself? 

1. It is a pre-eminent doctrine of the New 
Testament, referred to no less than three hun- 
dred times; which is an emphasis laid on no 
other single doctrine except it be that of our 
redemption through the sacrificial death of 
Christ. 
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2. It is used by the Holy Spirit as the in- 
centive to practically every Christian virtue or 
grace named in the New Testament. 


8. It is the key to the understanding of the 
whole Bible, especially the Prophets and the 
Psaims. 

4. It illuminates as nothing else is able to 
do the dark and perilous times in which we are 
now living. 

5. It feeds and satisfies as does no other 
doctrine the love of the regenerated heart for 
the person of our Lord and Saviour, whom we 
desire to look upon, when we shall be like 
him. 

6. It is associated with the consummation 
of our salvation in the resurrection and glorify- 
ing of our bodies, and our entrance upon those 
rewards of grace which he hath promised to 
them that love him. 

7. It is not only the hope of the church, but 
the only relief to the world from the domi- 
nance of sin, because it will establish the King- 
dom of God on the earth, and bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness. 


8. It is the time of Christ’s manifestation 
to all men, the overthrow of his enemies, and 
the. final triumph of his holy cause. 


Every one of these eight facts is capable of 
abundant substantiation in Holy Scripture, and 
they lay upon Christians everywhere an obli- 
gation to be intelligent in this truth, the seri- 
ousness of which cannot be estimated.—Sunday 
School Times. 


INFORMATION WANTED. 
Do you plan to build a church this year? 


a Do you plan to remodel your church?...... 
How much expense?.. ; 

What will you buy for the ane ne coming 
year? 


Will you purchase automobile?. ‘ 
What books will you purchase the coming 


If your church would purchase an acre or 
two of ground, near you, and make it a gar- 
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What articles or materials that you pur- 
chase should be advertised in the Expositor? 


Subscribers giving this information will be 
rewarded with a suitable booklet. 
F. M. BARTON, Publisher 
701 Caxton Bldg. 
Cleveland, O. 


THE SUMMONS OF THE HOUR. 
By John R. Mott. 

The living God is the source of triumphant 
spiritual love and energy. History and experi- 
ence show that he manifests himself with lov- 
ing power in answer to the prayers of his 
children who call upon him with pure hearts 
and in a spirit of faith and true humility. 

The situation now occasioned by the great 
war presents the largest and most insistent 
call to intercession which has ever come to the 
Christian people of the world. The highest 
office of friendship is to help our friends in the 
deepest things of life, and the deepest things 
of life are those which have to do with pre- 
serving a right relation between man and God 
and between man and man. 


Among the different ways of helping in the 
present world crisis, there is none which will 
compare in vital importance with that of wield- 
ing the force of prayer.. More important than 
the most earnest thinking upon a problem, 
more important than a personal interview to 
influence an individual, more important than 
addressing and swaying an audience—far more 
important than these and all other forms of 
activity is the act of coming into vital com- 
munion with God. Those who spend enough 
time in actual communion with God to become 
really conscious of their absolute dependence 
on him, shall change the mere energy of the 
flesh for the power of God. 

There is need of solitude in this age of so 
many organizations. There is no danger that 
men will spend too much time alone with God. 
When a man says that he obtains more help 
from social than from secret prayer, he is in 
spiritual peril. 

Each person should have regular, stated sea- 
sons for private prayer. Each one must decide 
for himself the number and the distribution of 
the times he will give to these spiritual exer- 
cises. It would seem, however, that all might 
agree upon the importance of having a regular 
prayer season three times a day. It is indeed 
true that he that saveth his time from prayer 
shall lose it. And he that loseth his time for 
communion with God shall find it again in 
added blessing and power and fruitfulness. 

* * * * 

We are in the greatest need of help in what 
I believe in my inmost soul is the most impor- 
tant thing, next to prayer itself, that we ever 
have to do, and that is the enlisting of men in 
the exercise of real prayer. In some way we 
must get men and women who actually believe 
in the mountain-moving power of prayer to 
devote themselves to special intercession. 

It is encouraging that we are living in a time 
when there are many calls to prayer, but this 
very fact carries with it the subtle danger that 
many of these appeals lose their force and are 
not conscientiously heeded. Moreover, men 
are living tremendously busy and intense lives 
nowadays, and it is very difficult to get them 
to make place for anything additional. What- 
ever can be done, therefore, to help to enlist 
even a few men and women who will, with 
sincerity and earnestness, join us in interces- 
sion will prove with God’s assured blessing to 
be the greatest single service any of us can 
render.—Christian Workers’ Magazine. 
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On the Witness Stand for the Resurrection 
Rev. John F. Cowan, D. D. 


1. The first witness for the resurrection of 
> Jesus whom we will call, out of those available 
in this Scripture, is “The first day of the week.” 
Just pause to think what a tremendously con- 
vincing witness this is. If you or I, or if the 
mightiest man on top of the ground today, or 
the most important and influential society of 
scientists, should decide that it is time to take 
one day out of the seven and signalize it in 
some way so that it would forever stand out 
above the other six days as a peculiar day, as 
a holy day, as a day of rest from labor, do you 
think it could be done? 


The answer is, it never has been done in all 
the history of the world except with two days— 
the seventh and the first, and each of these has 
a great religious significance back of it. The 
one is just as well authenticated as the other. 
If the Sabbath of the Jews is a historical fact, 
traced clearly to the sabbatical laws of the Old 
Testament, then the Lord’s Day, or Sunday, as 
it is commonly known, the “first day of the 
week,” now on the witness-stand, is just as 
clearly a historical institution, connected with 
the resurrection of Jesus with nothing else 
under the sun. 


“But suppose,’ some one says, “there was 
some mistake, some delusion about the resur- 
rection of Jesus’ body, and his disciples, and 
his age, and subsequent ages, were misled for 
so long that the delusion became fixed as a fact 
too firmly to be set aside. 

It is just as easy to suppose that Moses was 
mistaken or under some delusion about the Ten 
Commandments; that his age and succeeding 
ages were misled about a Sabbath day’s having 
been instituted, until it was too late to correct 
the error. Has any one suggested that the 
seventh day is an accident? Are they telling 
the Jews or the Seventh-Day Adventists that, 
and laughing out of the corner of their mouths 
at the silliness in believing an exploded de- 
lusion? 

Well, the evidence of the “first day of the 
week” is just as invulnerable. Before you can 
shake it you must blast it out of all the statute- 
books with dynamite, and, when that is done, 
there won’t be any books or statutes left, only 
red anarchy. You must make it so that a check 
or a contract dated on Sunday is just as good 
as one dated on any other day. You must go 
to all the mills and factories that are closed on 
Sunday, and the theatres and baseball parks, 
and the stores and offices, and convince the pro- 
prietors that this thing of keeping the “first 
dayof the week” is all a snare and a delusion. 
You must overturn business and society and 
history and public sentiment before you can 
take one iota from the testimony of this wit- 
ness that Jesus came out of the sepulchre on 
the “first day of the week,” and so it has been 
accepted as a holy day by one-third of the 
earth’s population. ; 

II. Second witness—a runner. You see Mary 
Magdalene running to tell Peter and John that 
Jesus had risen from the dead. Hither she had 
seen an empty tomb, or she was determined to 

pretend that she had. 


You know enough of psychology to realize 
that people do not run when they have a lie to 
tell. Try to think of a courier coming from a 
battlefield to tell a king that his army has won 
a victory, when in fact they have been defeated 
and he himself has fled in disgrace from before 
the enemy. You know what he will do; he will 
run as long as he thinks he is watched, and 
then his pace will slacken. If he had a real, 
glorious victory to tell, he would run all the 
way as hard as he could. You watch him, and 
you can tell by the way he travels whether he 
is bearing the truth or bearing a lie. A man 
with a lie in his mouth is a mighty poor runner. 
His mind and his muscles are not correlated for 
swiftness. A conscious lie makes a man lag; 
it would have made Mary Magdalene lag, in- 
stead of running with all haste and eagerness 
to tell Peter and John. 


You know too well how it was when you were 
a boy at school. Your brother had done well 
and had been praised by the teacher,—won a 
prize, maybe,—and he set out to get home as 
quickly as he could and tell his mother. You 
had played hooky and been punished, but you 
had made up a tale that you hoped would save 
you from a whipping at home. But that tale 
didn’t put the same speed into your legs that 
the truth put into your brother’s legs. Ordinar- 
ily you could outrun him, but not when he bore 
a glad truth and you bore a lie. You know 
very well that is the exact psychology of the 
situation. 

Half a truth is mightier than a whole lie. 
Mary Magdelene knew only half the truth; she 
knew that the tomb was empty, but she thougl't 
some one had taken Jesus’ body away—the 
gardener. The larger half of the truth, that 
he had risen from the dead, had not dawned 
on her. The sun was rising, but it had not 
half risen yet; still, the little that she saw im- 
pressed her so as a truth that she did not wait 
to see the sun come up above the horizon, but 
ran like a race-horse, with a truth to tell. 

III. Third witness—obsessed by error. We 
put this witness, Mary Magdalene, on the stand 
in her own behalf. If you have ever been in a 
court of justice and heard a witness with a 
theory questioned, or if you have ever served 
on a jury with a man who was obessed by a 
previous misconception of the case, you have 
the Mary Magdalene type of witness. She al- 
ready believed that the dead body had been . 
taken away. She acted honestly and consis- 
tently on that theory. Everything she did and 
said was to establish that end. She was so 
obessed by that idea that there was no room in 
her mind for any other idea to gain a foothold. 
You have seen a person of that kind. Whatever 
he did while obessed by an error was perfectly 
honest and sincere. Therefore, when the obes- 
sion was dispelled and he saw the truth, he was 
worth twice as much as a witness as one who 
had been predisposed from the beginning to see 
the truth. 

Mary Magdalene is that kind of witness or 
juror. She said to Peter and John, “They have 
taken away the Lord out of the tomb.” She 
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stood “without at the tomb weeping.” She said 
to the angels, “They have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid him.” She 
said to Jesus, supposing him to be the gardener, 
“Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me 
where thou hast laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 


Up to this point she was the most obtuse, 
stubbornly unfriendly witness one could imag- 
ine—incapable, apparently, of seeing the fact. 
But, when such a witness does see, the very 
reluctance of the past makes the subsequent 
testimony of double value. So, when she 
“cometh and telleth the disciples, I have seen 
the Lord,” she was really a stronger witness of 
the resurrection than Peter or John, who, 
though “they knew the Scripture, that he must 
rise again from the dead,’ and “went away 
again unto their own home,” were still more 
predisposed to believe than Mary. 


IV. Fourth witness—absenteeism. 


The fact that Peter and John and the other 
disciples, we take it, went away to their homes 
after they had come and seen the empty sep- 
ulchre puts them also in the class of unwilling 
witnesses. We think it must have been to their 
temporary home in Jerusalem, and not back to 
Bethsaida yet, for they seem to have been in 
the house that night when Jesus appeared so 
mysteriously. 

They got more than they were expecting 
when the resurrection truth was forced home 
on them. It is true that a man will come to be- 
lieve a lie if he wants to believe it badly enough 
and if he keeps on telling others that it is true. 
No fact of human psychology is more fully at- 
tested than this. 


But reason it out for yourself whether Peter 
and John could have been in this fanatical, self- 
deceived class. 


Suppose, for instance, that your school team 
is playing a game against a rival team. They 
are hopelessly outclased and doomed to defeat, 
right down to the last half of the last inning. 
You and a chum sitting beside you are so dis- 
gusted and chagrined that you slide out of your 
seats, and say, “Come, let’s go home; there’s 
nothing doing here.” So off you go together; 
you have given it up. 

Then comes a sudden and wholly unexpected 
turn in the play, and your team wins; but the 
other side cry “Fraud!” and their partisans be- 
lieve it, and they accuse you and your chum of 
duplicity in helping to foist a rotten trick and 
‘a rotten decision on the public. 

But you answer:- “We! Why, we had gone 
home eating our hearts out with chagrin, and 
were trying to get out our Latin for next recita- 
tion when we heard the yelling.” 


They have “nothing on you” as accomplices 
to a fraud. 


VY. To sum up the evidence. It requires but 
two uncontradicted, unimpeached witnesses in 
a court of justice to make a case. Here we have 
four witnesses who testify, from different points 
of view, that Jesus must have risen from the 
dead. None of them can be impeached as im- 
postors, as fabricators of favorable evidence. 
The first one, anybody is perfectly welcome to 


smash if he can. The others prove their sin- 
cerity by the highest tests that Professor Mun- 
sterberg would have accepted. We believe that’ 
the great mass of plain, unprejudiced people 


will go on accepting the evidence as satisfac- - 


tory. The attempt to laugh or to bluster it out 
of court is answered somewhat as the art-loving 
public is answering the demand of the futurist 
that all the accepted works of art shall be 
burned or sold as junk, to make way for real 
art that is te come from the cubist’s brush. 


Mr. Joseph E. Widener, of Philadelphia, has 
recently obtained from the Martelli family of 
Italy two notable works of the Florentine sculp- 
tor, Donatello, of whose productions Italy is so 
jealous that the government has forbidden that 
any pass from the Bargello collection unless 
the Martelli family places another in its stead. 
This they have agreed to do. And so “David, 
the Conqueror of Goliath,” and “St. John” have 
come to America at a princely price in spite of 
the futurist school of critics. 


And so, in spite of unbelief and opposition, 
Jesus Christ “the Conqueror of Death,’ the 
“Son of David,’ should come into all our minds 
and hearts as worthy the place he claims—the 
Lord of heaven and earth. 


A Shock for the Archdeacon. 

In a London paper, St. James’s Piccadilly 
Monthly Magazine, we find the following story, 
told by Archdeacon Holmes. “Not long ago,” 
said the Archdeacon, “I went into a room where 
the clergy had been accustomed to meet for a 
long time. Being late, I rushed in in a hurry, 
and found that the Government had taken over 
the room. I said to the orderly inside, ‘Aren’t 
the clergy meeting here to-day?’ He drew him- 
self up and replied: ‘Oh, no, sir, this has been 
changed into the Intelligence Department.’ ” 


White Men and Red. 


It is an undeniable fact that the white man’s 
first contact with the red man brought not im- 
provement, but degeneracy, and the burden that 
was laid upon the red man by his white brother 
has not yet been lifted. 


Until our respected ancestors landed in Vir- 
ginia, Massachusetts and New York, the red man 
did not know the exhilaration and debasement of 
alcohol, but with the aid of the white man he 
learned to know it quickly and too well. 


When we found the Indian he was living a 
healthy, open-air life. We deprived him of his 
hunting and other out-door occupations, and 
told him houses were the things to live in. Then, 
to warm his blood, made sluggish by lack of 
exercise, we gave him stoves for the tiny hovels 
he was able to build. Now, when 16 per cent of 
the Indians are suffering from tuberculosis, we 
talk about building open-air sanatoriums for 
them. 


As one Indian expressed it, “We used to live 
in the open air and were healthy, you told us to 
live in houses; we became sick. Now you tetli us 
again to live in the open air. The white man has 
many minds.” 


This many-mindedness of the white man re- 
sulted in adding the heaviest load of all to the 
red man’s burden—ambitionlessness. He was 
moved from reservation to reservation. Land 
was given him and taken away from him. 


The white man with whom the red man came 
oftenest in contact has not been of the sort to 
encourage his native virtues. Pledges and trea- 
ties with the Indian have been so often broken— 
what wonder if he, too, learns to break them?— 
Evangeline Cole, in The World Outlook, 
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A LITTLE LAND AND A LIVING 
THE EDITOR 


Practical Notes and a Letter at End by Garland A. Bricker, Agricultural 
Expert, Syracuse University 


A suggestion that may solve the preacher’s 
at problem in town and rural communi- 
ties. 


In 1629 Rey. Francis Higginson came with 
his family from England to Salem, Mass., and 
became the minister of the new colony. The 
contract for his services was passed in council 
by the Massachusetts Company. It provided a 
salary of thirty pounds a year, equal to about 
$1,500 now, and the company furnished him 
food, housing and firewood, agreeing to build 
a house and “certayne lands allotted thereto, 
which during his stay in the country and in 
the ministry, shall be for his use; and after his 
death, or removal, the same to be for succeed- 
ing ministers.” In addition to this parsonage 
garden tract and pasture of several acres, the 
company gave their pastor one hundred acres 
of land at the end of three years, and at the 
end of seven years gave him another hundred 
acrs. 

The main point was the parsonage pasture 
and garden tract. If each church in America 
paying $1,000 or less, would provide two or 
three acres and plant half of it to fruit trees, 
vines and berries, leaving the other half for 
garden and pasturage for a cow, the problem 
of the rapidly increasing cost of living would 
be solved for the pastor and his family. 

[4 acres—2 pasture, 1 orchard trees, % gar- 
den, % small fruits, % house and yard—G. 
A B.] 

On the acre or acre and a half, could be 
planted 30 delicious apple trees, with peach 
and dwarf trees of pears, cherries, etc., in be- 
tween, making about 60 trees. These would 
begin to bear within four years and in seven 
years would be bearing all the preacher could 
use and from $200 to $300 beside. 

[Infertile blossoms. Some fertile apple trees 
needed among them. Probably not adapted to 
all sections. How about Spy, Greenings, John-~ 
athan, with a few Astrachans and Baldwins or 
Grimes for fertile blossoms? 100 trees too 
many; better too few than too many. Fillers 
must come out later. Orchard might be used 
as runways for chickens. ] 

In many cases some member of the church 
who is “land poor” would give the three acres. 
In others it would have to be purchased at from 
$100 to $200 an acre. [Shall the preacher live 
in open country or suburbs of town? If in 
suburbs, can land be bought for this price?— 
_G. A. B.] The men of the church and men of 
the town would give to a fund that would make 
the preacher “Sweat.’”’ The preacher who kept 
his garden in good condition would not only 
insure good health, but he would find that men 
of the town and the farmers coming to hear a 
man preach who wasn’t afraid to work one day 
a week. [Could he keep his acres on a 1-day 
a week work plan? He will have to use hand 
tools largely —G. A. B.] 

The objections would come from the church 
women, some of whom would turn up their 
noses at a preacher who worked in the ground. 


Their denominational pride would be hurt, be- 
cause of the inference that might be drawn 
that the chureh couldn’t afford to pay their 
pastor enough to keep him from gardening for 
a living. [In some towns, yes; in the open 
country, no.—G. A. B.] 

Nearly thirty years ago, I visited the com- 
munity of Zoarites, founded by Rev. Jacob 
Beimler, in Tuscarawas County, Ohio. The 
duty of the preacher was to maintain the com- 
munity flower garden. There was, I believe, a 
herb-garden from which he provided simple 
medicines. It was a beautiful flower-garden, 
well Kept, and that preacher was to be envied 
in his three fold work of healing bodies, making 
souls better, and ministering to soul and body 
with his flowers. 

The Editor of The Expositor will start your 
subscription paper with $5.00 towards the pur- 
chase of the parsonage fruit-garden. To any 
church that has a parsonage grounds large 
enough to accommodate a fruit garden, we will 
contribute $2.00 and to any church that will 


from The Garden Magazine. 
Hydrangae on church wall. A 
beautiful advertisement for a church, 


Copyright 1917, 
By permission. 
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beautify the church grounds with ornamental 
shrubs or rose bushes, we will contribute $1.00. 

There is nothing you can do to advertise 
your church so much as to plant shrubbery and 
roses. I know a struggling church in a small 
town in Western Ohio. The reason I know it 
as I do is because when I was nine years old, 
I helped load up and unload nearly all the 
brick that went into it, wearing the skin from 
mn fingers. Don’t exclaim at such precocious 
devotion and sacrifice. Part of this labor of 
love was due to the fact that the teamster, Bill 
Miller, could sing ‘Molly Darling” and other 
popular songs of the day. But, after subtract- 
ing this, the session decided that the result 
warranted my name being placed in the box in 
the cornerstone. Some years ago an Irish 
pastor came to this church. It did what it 
could to starve him, but he planted roses in 
that church yard, and fixed up the lawn and 
made a wooden arch at the entrance. He 
passed on to larger fields. Though neglected, 
the roses still bloom, and, if at no other time, 
he is remembered every year in June. And you 
may often hear: ‘Those are the roses Dempster 
planted.” 

Now, if the church had given him three acres 
and some fruit trees, he might have been there 
yet, laughing at the high cost of living, and a 
dwindling salary. But if he had planted the 
fruit-garden, and later resigned, the chance to 
get part of his living from the earth, that fruit 
garden would have prevented one or two pas- 
tors leaving that place in debt, chagrined and 
disappointed over the difference between what 
had been promised and what had been paid. 
The raw spots on my fingers soon healed, but 
the raw spots on the hearts of those disap- 
pointed preachers may never heal. 

Establish a parsonage fruit garden. You may 
manage without it, but you may be establishing 
a means for saving the life of some preacher, 
and incidentally the life of a church. 

[With a little revision to meet the needs of 
practical and scientific agriculture, the plan 
would be entirely feasible—provided, the men 
themselves are willing to “go to it.” It is on 
this last factor that the whole success of the 


plan will depend, for I have found that the’ 


preachers themselves either cannot or will not 
make the most of the opportunity. I know of 
one man who made a go of it two or three 
years, and then left the charge for a city 
church in Southern Ohio. Most rural preachers 
are too conservative or incapable of mastering 
the new situation’ to make it successful. It is 
only the one per cent. that will even make a 
serious attempt at the plan. This is my ex- 
perience from the standpoint of a layman who 
has advocated the plan. Dr. Mills maintains a 
rose garden that is worthy of the name within 
the city of Syracuse, in his own yard, and, on 
shares, on his neighbor’s yard adjoining. 

The plan is deserving of being worked out 
on a scientific and carefully detailed basis, with 
variations for different sections, say for each 
geographical division of each state in the 
Union. Even Ohio would have to have at least 
three modified plans, one for the North, one 
for the west, and one for the hills of the south- 
east. 

I shall be willing to contribute any helpful- 
ness that I am able.—G. A. B.] 


HOUSING THE PREACHER. 
W. C. Poole, Ocean City, Md. : 

At the present time the churches of America’ 
are spending more millions for Churches and 
houses for preachers than ever in their his- 
tory. 

With eggs approaching the retail price of 
ten cents each in some cities and butter and 
meat at fifty cents a pound, some city preachers 
with $2,000 a year, are looking with wistful 
eyes toward country churches which pay $1,000, 
furnish a home and five acre lot, free wood and 
saw it for wood fire, and donate free sausage 
and hams and hominy and groceries in the 
donation parties, while the preacher keeps his 
flock of leghorns and sells the eggs for seventy 
cents a dozen. This is written in January, 1918. 

My drive however is for more ground around 
the preacher’s home. Every home for a country 
preacher should have as much ground as can 
be obtained. Buy Ground. Buy Ground. Buy 
Ground—then some more ground when you go 
to build a preacher’s home and do not let some 
short sighted preacher ever spoil the lot. It 
will be better to get another preacher. 

Ground in nearly all the states, for Church 
use is never taxed and its value seems always 
to grow, especially in country towns and cities. 
If the home is near the center of some town 
have large lot for park and fire-break around 
the parsonage. A garden is wanted by all the 
industrious preachers. A chicken lot will help 
some, especially when eggs are 75c a dozen. 
Jf your parsonage which was built twenty 
years ago, had five acres of ground around it, 
how much richer would your Church be? 
When you get around for church use, get all 
you can and keep all you get. It will not be 
enough fifty years from now. Fifty fruit trees 
are a very desirable asset to any preacher. A 
weod lot in some place is also desirable. 


After living in several homes provided for 
ministers, and visiting many others, I venture 
the following: 


DO. 


1—Get all the ground you can—five acres or 
ten of them. Make a free play ground for 
the children of the church, near its Minister. 


2—Plant 40 or 50 fruit trees and arrange for 
some preacher who will want his chicken 
yard. and help Mr. Hoover. 

3—Think about what other ministers who will 
succeed you may desire in the way of a 
home and its location. 

4—Consider the upkeep of the building and its 
cost of maintenance. 

5—Visit a great many kitchens and have it 
convenient. 

§6—Have a way to heat part of building without 
heating all of it. 

DON’T. 

Forget a bath room. 

Build a financial burden for old preachers. 
I know a certain preacher who gets $700 a 
year and has to pay out nearly $200 to heat 
and maintain his palatial ministers home 
which has dollars of expense and not a 
penny of return. 

Forget a frost proof cellar if possible to have it. 

Forget a fire-proof roof. 

Forget these do’s and don’ts. 
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METHODS OF CHURCH WORK 
E. A. KING 


The month of March brings us to Easter, 
which comes early this year. In many respects 
it is a harvest time for spiritual results and we 
hope it may be wonderfully fruitful this year. 
May each one of our readers find some help 
worth while in this department. 


In a letter received a short time ago from a 
friend who went to school with the editor some 
years ago, and who has always been deeply in- 
terested in religious things there is a message 
that we wish to pass on to every minister in this 
country. 


“TI do not believe that it is helping a bit to 
continually present Liberty Loan, Bonds, and 
food conservation, etc., from the pulpits. I am 
of the firm belief that if the ministers in the 
churches would go back and present helpful, up- 
lifting, cheering messages of the Bible, and pray 
earnest, simple prayers, the churches would be 
filled. Think of some of these mothers, heart- 
broken already because of the going away of 
their sons, going to church to hear of the des- 
perately immoral conditions in the army and of 
all the other terrible things. If one could only 
be sure of finding the comfort and strength to 
go home and take up the burden again there 
would be some comfort in going to church.” 


The writer goes on in this strain pointing out 
the fact that many ministers are only repeating 
in the pulpit what most of the people already 
get in the newspapers, but the writer continues 
this way: ‘No doubt the ministers are not to 
blame, for they are probably burdened with the 
world’s calamity and want to help all they can, 
but I believe nevertheless that a return to 
spiritual, prayerful sermons would do more 
than anything else in the world to “win the 
war.” 

There are always two sides to every question. 
Our friend speaks from the layman’s point of 
view and as ministers we ought to take such a 
message to heart. We heard the other day of 
some soldiers in camp who will not go to the 
churches in nearby towns because the ministers 
are always preaching about war! They say 
they have enough of war during the week. On 
Sundays they want to hear of spiritual things. 

The editor’s plan is to reserve Sunday morn- 

ing for spiritual sermons that either entirely 
avoid the subject of war, or, in case the war 
conditions are mentioned, present some hopeful 
phase of the subject. We try to face the fact of 
the war, but make our detailed references in 
the weekly calendar or speak of them briefly at 
the time of announcement. The evenings are 


devoted to popular book reviews, frequently on’ 


the war, or stereopticon lectures. It seems 
best to reserve these war topics for Sunday 
night. We would be very glad to have letters 
from our readers as to their methods of dealing 
with the war. (Be sure to send your letter to 
Mr. King at San Jose, California.) 


We are convinced that every minister should 
keep himself informed concerning the literature 


of the war. If we are going to be real leaders 
and know how to direct thought as well as to 
comfort hearts we ought to know the back- 
ground of present thought. We have found the 
following books very helpful: ‘A History of 
the Great War,” by Arthur Conon Doyle. (Vol. 
2.) Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $2.00. “Why 
Men Fight,” by Bertrand Russell, Century Co., 
New York, $1.50. “A Treasury of War Poetry,” 
Houghton, Mifflin Co., Boston, $1.25. ‘The 
North American Idea,” by James A. MacDonald, 
editor “Toronto Globe,” Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25. “The Coming Democracy,” by Hermann 
Fernau, EH. P. Dutton & Co., New York, $2.00. 
Here is another book everyone will want to 
read at once, “With Our Soldiers in France,” by 
Sherwood Eddy, Association Press, New York, 
$1.00. Another book that lets in the light of 
Christian helpfulness and a good one to re- 
view is “The Life of Clara Barton,” by P. H. 
Epler, Macmillan Co., New York, $1.75. 

The editor hopes that this month’s methods 
may prove very helpful. A minister wrote us 
the other day, stating that he could not afford to 
take The Expositor. We wrote him to the 
effect that a subscription for one year would 
be money in his pocket, and we believe it. Will 
you not tell your brethren about the value of 
this department and endeavor to get them to 
subscribe. Send all sorts of things in the way 
of cards and notes and plans to Rev. E. A. King, 
73 South 15th Street, San Jose, California. 

* * * 


AN EASTER MESSAGE. 

It is very likely that many of our readers will 
want to write their own Haster message this 
year. On the other hand there are a very large 
number who will be unable to spend so much 
money for printing. Now right at this point 
comes in the Woolverton Co., of Osage, Iowa. 
They are church printers and provide Haster 
messages for pastors who can use them. The 
following is a sample printed on white paper in 
purple ink with an attractive heading of Easter 
lilies. (It costs 50c per 100 copies, postpaid. 
Sample letter No. 12, 25c extra for adding 
name, city and date.) 

My Dear Friend: 

Eastertide brings with it the gladdest anni- 
versary of the Christian year. “If Christ be not 
risen, then is your faith vain.” 

The pastor greets you with the prayer that 
you may truly share in the benefits that have 
been purchased for us by his death and resur- 
rection. 

Faster, the day of sacred memories. It leads 
our thoughts back to the empty sepulchre in 
which tender and loving hands had. laid the 
body of our Redeemer. It also leads our minds 
back to the time when we stood beside open 
graves and committed earth to earth, laying 
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away loved ones that had gone from our 
homes to the Father’s home above. May mem- 
ories tender, pure and holy fill our hearts on 
this Easter Day as we remember that our Lord 
hath conquered death, and today he is risen, 
and has brought to our hearts gladness instead 
of sadness. May the great fact of the death and 
resurrection of our Lord lead us to large 
liberality for the saving of the world. 

Never has the prospect been so bright for a 
universal conquest for Christ as now. Doors 
are swinging open, and the Macedonian cry, 
“Come over and help us,’ floats in upon us. 
God through his church is making the place of 
his feet glorious. 

Let us make the largest possible subscription 
to missions at this Haster time, with the hope 
that we may thereby meet our full apportion- 
ment this year. We will thus give our church 
the standing it deserves and at the same time 
do our part for the salvation of the world. Let 
each member and friend of the church, as well 
as each member of our families, have the 
largest part in this subscription. 

Come to our Easter morning service ready to 
do your part and to do your best, and may 
God’s gracious blessing be upon you. 

Your pastor, 
SUGGESTIONS FOR SELF-DENIAL DURING 
; LENT. 

The following suggestions as to different 
methods of self-denial may be found helpful 
in guiding the people’s action: 

Resolve to give one whole day’s income as a 
special offering. 

Resolve to give a certain percentage of the 
week’s income. 

Resolve to go without some customary ex- 
penditure, giving the money equivalent to the 
offering. 

Resolve to abandon some normal pleasure in- 
volving expense and give the money to the 
offiering. 

Resolve to give a certain sum each day to the 
offering to be made at the time of family wor- 
ship, or daily prayer.—Jessie Halsey, Cincin- 
nati, O. 

* * * 
LENTEN PROGRAM AT SCITUATE, MASS. 

At the Sunday morning services during Lent 
the pastor gave a series of six sermons on the 
Lord’s Prayer. A special vesper service was 
also held each Sunday, with very effective ser- 
mons by neighborhood ministers. In the first 
week of the Passiontide fortnight a “preaching 
mission” was conducted for five nights by a 
brother pastor. 

There was an increasingly profound interest 
evident in the community, and this carried for- 
ward into Holy Week, resulting in good attend- 
ance despite bad weather. There was a differ- 
ent speaker for each of the five nights of Holy 
Week, but the continuity of thought suffered no 
interruptions. 
Passion Week continued and came to its climax 
in the service of Good Friday evening—The 
Words of Jesus from the Cross, a liturgical 
service especially prepared by the pastor. On 
Saturday afternoon six persons were baptized at 
a special baptismal service. On Haster morn- 


The cumulative effect begun in ~ 


ing a large congregation assembled, in spite of 
a pouring rain, and in spite of the long dis- 
tances walked by most of the people, and it was 
the privilege of the church to receive into fel- 
lowship nine.—Exchange. 


RECEIVING MEMBERS AT EASTER. 

Customs differ in different parts of the coun- 
try, but we do not know of any better time to 
receive new members than at Easter. The 
morning service seems to be the best time with 
all the flowers, and music, and joy. At this 
time spiritual thoughts come to the surface. 

Ample place should be made in the program 
for the proper reception of the candidates. It 
is the one great event and in many senses 
should be the central or focal point. It has 
been suggested by some ministers that it is best 
to receive new members on the evening of Good 
Friday or at a vesper service Easter afternoon, 
say at five o’clock. It has been our custom to 
vote on the names of the candidates on Good 
Friday evening and receive them into covenant 
relations on Easter morning. We always hold 
our Communion service on Thursday evening of 
Passion Week. ; 


TRAINING FOR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AT 
EASTER. 

Last year Rev. Frances J. Van Horn, D. D., 
pastor of the First Church, Oakland, California, 
gave a series of four talks to his young people 
Sunday evenings at 6:15 before the regular 
evening service. 

General topic: ‘What Must I Believe?” 

1. About God and His Word? 

2. About Sin and Its Cure? 

3. About the Christian Life and Duties? 

4. About the Church and Its Work? 


EXAMINATIONS AT EASTER TIME. 

We have come upon the following unique 
“Church Membership Test” used by a church in 
St. Paul. It would be good to apply it at this 
time of the year. The list of questions was 
sent to each member by mail and each one was 
asked to mark his answers on a basis of ten 
as perfect: 


How Efficient a Church Member Am I? 


“What kind of a church would Olivet Church 
be if every member were just like me?” 


1. Have I made a definite consecration of 
myself to the work of Olivet Church as I have 
to my other work? 


2. How many of the regular services do J 
attend that I might attend? 


3. Do I regularly and proportionately give 
for the support of the church and for its 
benevolences? 


4. Do I think of myself as a host, and wel- 
come strangers at church as cordially as I 
should in my own home? 


5. Have I, the past year, sought to win one 
to Christ and for membership in the church? 


6. Have I in any way helped the pastor by 
informing him of matters that need his atten- 
tion, etc.? 

7. Do I take any denominational church pa- 
per or magazine? 
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8. _ How many benevolent societies of my de- 
nomination can I name, and what do I know of 
the work they do? 


Gh Do I regularly pray for the pastor, the 
work of Olivet Church and the spread of the 
Kingdom? 


10. Do I have a regular system of Bible 
study and devotions for my own life, or for that 
of the home? . 


Note.—Mark each question on a basis of 10 as 
perfect. There are four regular services each 
week you might attend (Sunday: morning wor- 
ship at 10:30, Bible school at noon and evening 
service at 7:30; Wednesday: Church Night at 
8 o’clock), mark each one 2% per cent. Hon- 
estly rate yourself on each test. Then add the 
markings and have the percent on a basis of 
100. Carefully, thoughtfully, honestly take the 
test. Then ask in what ways the report might 
have been better. Then resolve, with God’s 
help, to make it better, and to become just as 
efficient a member of Olivet Church as is pos- 
sible for you to be. 


A WIN ONE CAMPAIGN AT EVERETT, 
WASHINGTON. 


One of the most successful pastoral cam- 
paigns we have ever heard of is that carried on 
by the pastor of the Congregational Church at 
Everett, Washington. The pastor is strongly 
inclined to evangelistic methods and this very 
largely accounts for his success. The effort 
began several weeks before Easter, but might 
just as well have been carried out at any other 
season. 


The mid-week meetings were devoted to the 
thought of evangelism and the mind of the 
church was constantly directed that way. The 
spirit of expectation was generated and the 
whole church was keyed up to the point of 
acting. It ought to be said also that the year 
before the plan was attempted, so this present 
experience profited by cumulative interest. 


The pastor had conducted a class previous to 
Easter for all boys and girls from the Sunday 
School who were expecting to unite with the 
church. A ‘Decision Day” was held in the Sun- 
day School three weeks previous to Easter 
committing the decision and the results to each 
teacher in the school. Easter Sunday was set 
for the reception of members into the church. 


Realizing the importance of a service a novel 
idea was conceived of holding vesper Commu- 
nion service at 5:30 o’clock. The pastor on the 
previous Sunday asked for the use of all auto- 
mobiles, and their owners, for that service, and 
was happily surprised by a universal response. 
Twelve automobiles were secured. The entire 
membership was notified to be ready when the 
automobiles called for them for the service. 


The membership was apportioned to each 
driver, and when the hour arrived for the serv- 
ice, the church was filled with almost the en- 
tire membership. Many who had not been toa 
service for many months—through age or in- 
firmity—were able to be present at this time. 

. Thirty-two members were received into the 
church and a brief reception at the close, just 


before the evening service, gave emphasis to 
those uniting with the church of the importance 
of the step they were taking. It was the largest 
Communion service in the history of the church. 
One thing was evident in such a move, that the 
pastor knew exactly at that hour the where- 
abouts of every automobile owned by the mem- 
bers of the church. 


THE EASTER LIST. 
Dr. Van Horn prints the following blank on 


his calendar every Sunday during Lent. You 
“may do the same: 

Put my name on the Haster list: By 
Letter ( ): Confession ( )s I wish to 
talk with the pastor (_ ). 

INGUIN Cisse srecon ot cca: fp Seis slasw teahie erence eens 


PRACTICAL GIVING. 


The three junior classes in one Sunday 
School have a plan for practical giving which 
has resulted very satisfactorily. A large num- 
ber of the children live on farms or on places 
where chickens are kept and a garden raised. 
They have set apart certain days which they 
designate as apple day, potato day, egg day, 
flower day, nut day, jelly day, toy day, maga- 
zine day, clothing day, plant day, animal day, 
bulb day and picture day. 


A barrel is kept in the basement of the 
church, and when the day appointed arrives for 
a certain form of donation each child brings 
from the home store just whatever can be 
spared and puts it into the barrel. The con- 
tents are distributed to the needy poor by a 
committee appointed for the purpose. 


Plant day is put, according to the season, in 
late April or early May. When the home gar- 
dens are made and the shrubbery thinned, 
whatever plants may be spared are brought to 
be distributed among those who have none and 
are not able to buy. In the autumn the same 
plan is used with bulbs. If any one wishes to 
buy plants or bulbs from this store they are 
permitted to do so, and the money goes into 
the class charity fund. On picture day, pic- 
tures are brought for the hospitals and charit- 
able institutions. On toy day , which is likely 
to come in November, toys are donated, either 
new or outgrown ones, to be distributed at 
holiday time. Clothes day means the bringing 
of outgrown clothing to be distributed to needy 
children. 

Animal day is really an animal exchange. 
Any one having a cat, dog or other pet may 
bring it in a cage and give it outright or ex- 
change it for some other pet. If some are 
brought that some one is willing to buy for a 
small sum, the money is placed in the charity 
fund. The object of animal day is to provide 
loving care for pets that might otherwise have 
to be killed, or, worse still, abandoned. 

Often the individual donations are very small 
but each day yields a surprising result on the 
whole. One nut day brought over four dollars’ 
worth of nuts, the whole barrel being bought 
by a local boarding house.—Pilgrim Teacher. 
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“BRING THEM IN” CARD. 
The following double, perforated card is sug- 
gestive for a personal workers’ campaign at 
this season of the year: : 


PRierrcccencroreccennces 
bd 


feree: 


soccoroey Tq 
In Gratitude ta God for His Blessing upon 
@ur Church for Horty Bears 


Lerronne noe 


Secking the guidance of the Master, g wil pir my 


£P vation in helping to fring bome other penon info the 


Membership of our Churel 
Signed = =) = 


(PLEASE KEEP THIS PART) 


Dear Pastor: 
I am interested in trying to bring the following 
into the Membership of our Church: 


Name Address 


Please co-operate with me. 


Signed 


(GIVE THIS PART TO THE PASTOR) 


“THE PEOPLE’S COLLEGE” IN A CHURCH. 

Rev. H. F. Moulton, of Fort Plain, has been 
doing some fine work in providing a popular 
course of stereopticon lectures on “Seeing the 
American Rockies Through the Lantern Lens.” 
He gave six splendid lectures. The card of 
announcement is quite bright. Across the top 
in big black letters are the words, “Don’t. Go 
To Bed,” and following in small letters are the 
words, “Until you have been to the University 
Extension Lecture Course,” ete. 

On the opposite side of the card is an account 
of the church services. He engages an or- 
chestra for Sunday evenings and prints the 
following word of explanation: “Seats are 
free evenings. Only cash collections (not en- 
velopes) are used to pay for pictures and or- 
chestra.” He also gives a report of the pub- 
licity fund on this card so the people may know 
exactly how things are going. An excellent 


idea. 
SURPRISING THE MINISTER SUNDAY 
NIGHT. 
We have just read Rey. Shelton Bissell’s 


story of how he was surprised one Sunday eve- 
ning by a full house! He had been having 
trouble with his evening service because so few 
people came. Nothing unusual, of course, but 
he worried over it. 

At one mid-week service he took for his 
topic, “What do we want our second service 
to be, or do we want it to be at all?” A 
larger number than usual came out. The pas- 
tor left the room immediately after the service 
to attend another meeting. As soon as he was 
gone “a woman of decision” arose and ad- 
dressed the company. He knew no more than 
that. 


On the Sunday evening following the church 
was packed to the doors! It was a great serv-' 
ice. The minister preached a fine sermon be- 
cause of the inspiration of the crowd. In com- 
menting on this experience, Mr. Bissell says: 

“The secret of it all was a little common 
sense plus a little uncommon work, muntiplied 
by a great deal of Christian enthusiasm and 
not divided by anything at all. Some personal 
solicitation, with some telephoning and -postal- 
card writing by a volunteer committee did the 
trick. Everybody was amazingly happy.” 

Our reason for printing this account is that 
the secret of success in church work is in co- 
operative endeavor. Any church can do this 
trick if the people have a mind to work, but it 
takes a man or woman of decision to bring it to 
pass. We must have leaders among our lay- 
men. If we haven’t them we must make them 
out of our young people. 


USE “RALLY ROUND THE FLAG” FILM. 

A short time ago we secured from the Uni- 
versity of California six moving picture reels 
entitled “Rally Round the Flag.” The subject 
matter was selected from the film of the allied 
nations. It is endorsed by the Council of Na- 
tional Defense. The charge was only one dol- 
lar and the express both ways. 

The pictures are fresh and new. The scenes 
are from training camps, West Point, the 
trenches of France, ships ready for battle with 
sailors drilling and shooting, submarines, mak- 
ing a complete survey of the army and navy of 
the allied nations at war. Between the pie- 
tures are pertinent questions calculated to urge 
men and women to rally round the flag. We 
used it to advantage and believe it worth while. 
It is intensely patriotic and urges enlistment in 
our country’s service. You may write for in- 
formation to Prof. Wallace Hatch, Secretary, 
Bureau of Visual Instruction, University of 
California, Berkeley. (Enclose stamp for 
reply.) 


HENS FOR A PARSONAGE. 

It seems that wonders will never cease. A 
story has just come to hand of the ladies of a 
church in Indiana wanting to raise money to 
repaint the parsonage. They planned to each 
secure a hen and take them to the public 
square of the Indiana village and then lead 
them from the square to the market, where 
they were to be sold. A large crowd gathered 
when the women appeared in the square, each 
carrying a hen under her arm. When the 
march began, the chickens refused to be led. 
It would not take much imagination to see a 
moving picture of that crowd.—Assistant Pas- 
tor, Bethany, Mo. 


“A LITTLE KEEPSAKE.” 

Rev. Charles H. Small, D. D., pastor of the 
First Church, Sandusky, Ohio, has issued a lit- 
tle folder which he calls “A Little Keepsake.” 
It carries a splendid picture of the church un- 
der which are the words, “The Church of Cor- 
dial Welcome.” Under this is the following 
paragraph: 

“Tf you are a member of the church you are 
expected to attend as many services as possible. 
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Of course, you want to do so. Let nothing, 
which is not absolutely necessary, keep you 
away. 

“Your presence and help are needed.” 

The rest of the folder is taken up with bright 
paragraphs, hours of services and information 
as to location of the pastor’s residence, etc. 
Altogether it is such a folder as the minister 
can take when he goes calling and leave at the 
homes. 


A BASKET OF BOOKS. 

Every now and then we come upon some 
little book that is just the message a pastor- 
preacher needs. Here are afew: “He Took It 
Upon Himself,” by Margaret Slattery (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, 65c). We got a fine sermon out 
of this and it is a good book to loan. ‘“Adven- 
tures in Faith,” by C. K. Ober (Association 
Press, New York, 25c). This is a series of 
studies in personal work and very useful as the 
basis of a sermon or prayer meeting talk. 
“The Prodigal Son Ten Years Later,’ by John 
A. Holmes (Pilgrim Press, New York, 50c). A 
good sermon is here. A new, fresh study of the 
matchless parable. “Religious Education for 
the the Coming Social Order,” by W. G. Bal- 
lantine (Pilgrim Press, New York, 25c). 
“Pilgrim Pastor’s Manual,” by Geo. M. Boyn- 
ton (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 75c). “Truths That 
Save,” by Frank H. Decker (Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, $1.05). These are Chapel Talks” by 
the minister of Church House, Providence, R. I. 
There are forty-two short, bright, telling talks. 
They show how one man deals personally with 
the victims of drink, the thief, the fallen wom- 
an, and others in moral trouble. Some of our 
readers will be glad to see, “The Yosemite,” by 
H. A. Jump (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 50c). 


A SPLENDID PROGRAM FOR CHURCH 
EFFICIENCY. 

Rey. Herbert A. Jump, of Manchester, New 
Hampshire, is a veritable battery of ideas and 
he surely keeps things jumping. Here is a 
recent account of his activities. 

The pastor has devised a plan whereby he 
very nearly succeeds in being in two places at 
once; in the pulpit, concluding the service with 
benediction, and at the door of the church, 
ready to greet the people as they pass out. 
While the Quartet is chanting a response at the 
close of the service he proceeds slowly down 
the aisle to the back of the church “as a pro- 
cessional of one.” He has organized a corps 
of “pew scouts,” each detailed to cover a cer- 
tain block of pews and bring to him individuals 
whom he ought to meet. A children’s sermon 
is a new feature of the Order of Worship. 

Communicants at the Lord’s Supper are 
asked to register, and the church officers thus 
know something of the churchly habits of the 
members. The parish is shortly to be districted 
into twenty sections with a deacon and a 
woman leader assigned to each section. 

The Mothers’ Club and the Men’s Forum, 
meeting at noon each Sunday, have a combined 
average attendance of 80. The programs of 
these organizations include such topics as The 
Autobiography of a Greek Immigrant, Sane 
Education, The Training of an Only Child, Are 


We Cruel to Our Prisoners? A literature rack 
with church and denominational publications 
has been installed in the vestibule. The Sun- 
day School has been investigated by an Effi- 
ciency Commission. 


HOW I REACH MEN AND BOYS. 
Rey. Clyde M. Gearheart, Malone, Noe 


We had a great service in our church Sun- 
day, October 21st. It was “Boy Sunday.” Hach 
man in the Baraca Class, which by the way has 
a membership of over 300, was asked to bring 
a boy with him to church and sit with him 
during the morning service. The idea made a 
hit with the men and they got back of it like a 
thousand brick. The sermon was to the boys. 
The theme was “Team Work.” It was the most 
inspiring service ever held in the church. 
Tears came to the eyes of many mothers and 
wives to see SO Many men and boys in church. 

The boys were the guests of the Baracas in 
their class session at the noon hour. The 
theme was “The Boy.” Prominent men spoke 
on what a boy is worth and what he may do, 
etc. At night the boys were asked to come and 
bring a man each. They did it. One boy 
brought his father, who had just been released 
from state’s prison. The sermon was on “The 
Measure of a Man.” That man caught the vision 
and is trying to be the kind of man that the 
preacher described that night. 

The following is a copy of the card used in 
promoting the campaign: 

How About That Boy? 


Have you secured one to go to church with 
you “Boy Sunday?” Don’t put it off another 
hour. Get busy and dig up some mother’s boy 
to be your guest next Sunday morning. It is 
going to be one of the greatest services ever 
held in the old church. If you can’t find a boy, 
come yourself. It will be inspiring to the boys 
to see so many men in the church. They are 
watching you. They are following your ex- 
ample. Make your path so straight that it will 
be safe for the boys to walk in your footsteps. 

Boost with me for a great day Sunday. I am 
banking on your help. 


A BOOK FOR EASTER. 

Many of our readers will be glad to know 
that Dr. William Milligan’s “The Resurrection 
of Our Lord” is republished by The Macmillan 
Co., New York, in a fine volume of 318 pages. 
The book first appeared in 1881, passed into 
another edition in 1883, and a third in 1890 
and is now reprinted again. It has seven solid 
pages of analyzed “contents” and is a really 
fine study of the subject. It costs $1.75. It will 
make good reading for Lent. 


A BOOKLET. 

The Rev. E. W. Pfaffenberger, editor of the 
Western Christian Union, Boonville, Mo., has 
published a new and improved edition of his 
booklet, on “Heaven and Our Sainted Loved 
Ones.” It is a sweet gospel message for the 
bereaved, and is becoming a blessing to multi- 
tudes. The booklet may be had for ten cents 
or 20 copies for $1.00 by addressing E. W. 
Pfaffenberger, Boonville, Mo—Adv. 
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What Some Churches Are Doing for Soldiers 


The following cluster of ‘“War-Time Methods” 
may prove suggestive: 


Every Sunday morning after the pastoral 
prayer the congregation at Duluth, Minn., rises 
and sings in response the new army verse: 


“God save our splendid men; 
Send them safe home again, 
God save our men. 
Keep them victorious, 
Patient and chivalrous, 
They are so dear to us, 
God save our men.” 

(Tune, ‘“America.’’) 


At the dedication of the service flag at Ply- 
mouth Church, Syracuse, N. Y., the parents of 
all those named upon the Honor Roll were, by 
special invitation, in the audience, and to each 
family was given an individual service flag. A 
committee has been appointed to correspond 
regularly with all members of the church in 
the service. 


“Prayers for the Young Men of our Parish” 
are included in the Order of Worship of the 
morning service at South Church, New Britain, 
Connecticut. 


Add to new stanzas for “America” one re- 
cently sung at a patriotic mass meeting in 
Madison, Wis., which the author Mr. J. N. 
Davidson, says came to him during the singing 
of “America” at a morning service at Pilgrim 
-Church, Madison: 


In service unto thee, 

To make the whole world free, 
At thy great call, 

Our men go forth to fight, 

For God and for the right; 

Arm them with thine own might, 
God save them all. 


Army “Postmaster” at a Worcester Church. 

Hope Church, Worcester, has already sent 35 
of its young men into the allied service, among 
them the pastor’s son. Hach soldier is given a 
Testament and Psalms, with a picture of the 
church and a photograph of the pastor, the 
latter being inserted by a vote of the first draft 
contingent. The pastor and Sunday School su- 
perintendent each write an inscription on pages 
left blank for the purpose. The church has a 
“postmaster,” who keeps posted on all changes 
in addresses. The people of the church are 
urged to write letters to the soldiers and, in 
return, letters from the boys are frequently 
read at the services of the church. 


Honor Roll on Post Cards. 


The pastor of South Church, Newport, N. H., 
has had the church Honor Roll photographed 
on postcards to be sent to the men in service. 

Liberty Club Presents Flag. 

The Braintree, Mass., Boys’ Liberty Club, an 
organized Sunday School class of ’teen age 
boys, presented the church with a service flag 
bearing fourteen stars. After the flag had been 
presented by the teacher of the class and ac- 
cepted by the minister, the following hymn, 
written for the occasion, was sung: 


Our Boys. 
(Tune: Materna.) 
O God, in whom the nations trust, 
We now commend to thee 
Our noble boys who’ve bravely gone 
To fight for Liberty. 
O keep them safe within thy care 
When danger cometh nigh; 
Through all war’s perils may they pass 
Beneath thy watchful eye. 


O Father, bring them safely home, 
If such thy holy will; 

But whatsoever fate be theirs, 
Be thou their Guardian still. 

Amid war’s horrors, keep their hearts 
In spotless purity; 

And keep them always true, Lord God, 
To country and to thee. 


Soldiers Unfurl Their Own Service Flag. 

The Woonsocket, R. I., church has taken 
special interest in following up the present and 
past members of the Sunday School now in 
service. The Honor Roll with the photographs 
of the young men hangs in the vestibule, while 
a separate sheet gives the addresses which need 
to be corrected from week to week. It is ex- 
pected that every one will receive a letter at 
least once in two weeks. 

On rally day, the absent and home members 
celebrated together and letters were read or 
messages given from nearly all the soldiers. 
Several times those who have been home on 
furlough have addressed the Sunday School, 
so that the interest felt in the men does not lag 
and the soldiers know that they are remem- 
bered. 

A service flag with 18 stars was raised, “lest 
we forget.” Three of the soldiers, who were 
at home on short furloughs, carried the flag out 
of the church and unfurled it, while appro- 
priate exercises were held, including a short 
address by one of the soldiers and ending by 
the salute to the flag. A short communion 
service was celebrated in the afternoon, and 
the one of the three who had not yet publicly 
taken his stand for Christ did so, receiving from 
the pastor the verse, “Endure hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 

Surprise Packages for the Honor Men. 

The members of Tompkins Avenue Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., provided Christmas surprise 
packages for each of the 127 men on the Honor 
Roll of the church. The contents seem to have 
been supremely satisfactory, to judge from one 
letter of thanks received: 

“T received your surprise package the other 
day, and it was certainly a topper. Your selec- 
tion of things was certainly expert, for they 
were such as every soldier needs and appre- 
ciates most. Like myself, I believe the other 
fellows in the army who receive such packages 
feel inclined to do their bit more willingly, 
when thely know that there are folks back 
home who appreciate what they want most. 
Thanking you very kindly and wishing you the 
best of success, I am, Very sincerely yours. 
Sensible Systematic Benevolence at Evanston, 
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Illinois. 

Instead of holding the usual annual bazaar, 
the Women’s Aid Society of Evanston are 
pledging themselves to give a penny a day each. 
A committee has been created to collect these 
pennies, with a chairman for each month, a 
weekly representative and a woman in charge 
of the collections for each day. 

Food Saving Weekly Report. 

At Fust Church, Topeka, Kan., there is print- 
ed on its church service calendar the following 
report to be filled out and sent in weekly. 

I have had for my family during the week 
ending November 17th: 

A. Wheatless meals 


(no wheat bread or 


CORO AL mr Aig cents OT ce a hs bs ais 
(Seven such meals desired during week.) 
B. Meatless meals (no beef, mutton or pork) 


SCRA ih wee esme a STS ares. Shel Sw m6 jee 4 6 06 wisn aa sa eee! Al.s 


(Fourteen such meals desired.) 


COIN ASLOLCGS SCR Sith dx fais.< Him seemed ahs). Scher 
(Twenty-one such desired.) 


SST SEP NENA #30 CU Cg ea nee 


INdUPECSSS Tk Soe te. onto Doo: 
Detach, fill out and put in basket next Sun- 
day. Send if you do not come. 


The “Every Member Canvass’—a three act 
playlet in preparation of such work will help 
overcome the objections of the grouches and 
the happy-go-lucky contributor. Price 25c. 
Meigs Pub. Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 


NEW “SUIT CASE” MOVING PICTURE 
MACHINE, 

We have just seen a wonder. The DeVry 
portable. moving picture projector. It looks 
like a modern carrying case and has a handle 
much like a suit case. All you have to do is to 
put in your film and attach to an incandescent 
electric light switch. You can have moving 
pictures in your home, in the parlor, or you 
can set up the box in the class room or audi- 
torium, or anywhere. It is the most remark- 
able instrument of its kind we have ever seen. 
Send for catalogue. The DeVry Corporation, 
117 N. 5th Ave., Chicago. We saw the machine 
at the Atlas Educational Film Co.’s office, 821 
Market St., San Francisco. 


KEEP UP TO DATE. GET “CONFERENCE OF 
SOCIAL WORK.” 


There is no book we have seen this year that 
is calculated to help our modern ministers 
more than the ‘Proceedings of the National 
Conference of Social Work,” which is the full 
report of the 44th Annual Session of what used 
to be known as the National Conference of 
Charities and Corrections. It contains nearly 
700 pages of the most recent utterances of ex- 
pert social workers. We have just read the 
paper on “Mobilizing the Churches for Com- 
munity Service,” by Rev. Roy. B. Guild. Every 
minister ought to read it. President Almy’s 
introductory address on “The Conquest of 
Poverty” is great. There is much said help- 


Without expense to you, you may secure 


handsome U, §. 
schoolroom, 


Flags for your home or 
absolutely free and without 


effort. 
Upon application, we will send you 50 
| highly polished enamelled metal U. S&S. 


Flags, or Flag Bows, for which your pupils 
will find ready sale at ten cents each. 
| On receipt from you of the proceeds of 
$5.00 we will at once forward you, charges 
| prepaid, either: 

1 only 5x8 All Sewed Cotton U. S, Flag, 

with embroidered stars 
OR 

1 only 32x48-inch Printed U. S. Silk Flag 

In one of President Wilson’s Flag Day 
Speeches he said: 

“T am sorry that you do not wear a 
little Flag of the Union every day in- 
stead of some days, and I can only ask 
you if you lose the physical emblem 
to be sure that you wear it in your 
heart, and the heart of America shall 
interpret the heart of the world.’ 
Write us, advising whether you prefer 

U. S. Flags, or Flag Bows, and we will at 
once forward you fifty, postpaid. 
Price List on Flags mailed on request. 


VICTORY FLAG MFG. CO. 
Peoples Gas Building 134 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 


fully about the war and war-work. It has a 
splendid index.. You can get it for $2.00 plus 
earriage. Address 315 Plymouth Court, Chi- 
cago. 


RAISE MONEY BY SAVING TIME. 

We have recently seen an article by Ruth 
McKinney which is surely unique and timely. 
In a recent number of the Pilgrim Teacher she 
says: 

What is the most efficient method of raising 
two hundred dollars in a year? 


This question was answered by a class of 
young people, most of whom were engaged in 
regular employment during the day, and so had 
little time for the usual money-gathering af- 
fairs, socials, bazaars, fairs, etc. 


The class of twenty-six pupils had pledged 
two hundred dollars toward their church erec- 
tion fund, so at their regular monthly meetings 
each member gave one-half his daily income; 
the amounts varied with the salaries of the 
members, but the average amount was about 
sixty cents. 


This plan, though it called for self-denial on 
the part of a few, distributed the effort pro- 
portionately. One hundred and eighty-seven 
dollars and twenty cents was paid into the 
treasury in this way, which was supplemented 
by the proceeds of an orchestra recital, the only 
affair of the kind attempted by the class dur- 
ing the year. 
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Easter » Printing 


Folders containing Easter 
Greeting and Announce- 
ment of Easter Services. 


Souvenirs to present at the INCREASE Your ATTENDANCE 
See Oe ||| By Usie ILLUSTRATED PRINTING 


Easter Collection Envelopes. 


’s Church Printing with the 20th Century Touch 
Send for Packet of Free Samples. [t's Church Printing 


On receipt of 25c I will send you a cluster of the 
brightest and brainiest church printing you have 


V V oolverton Printing Co. everseen Many in beautiful colors. Worth many 


IOWA times the price for ideas apd suggestions it contains 

OSAGE, : 3 : ; 

Jos. E. BAUSMAN, CHURCH PRINTER 
542 East Girard Avenue, Philadelphia 


SERVICE FLAGS and BANNERS 


SERVICE 


rere Displayed by Churches, Families, 
Lodges, etc., in honor of those in 
the Service. One Star for each man. 


SERVICE FLAGS—Guaranteed Fast Colors: 
Bull Dog 


These prices do not include stars. Any number sewed on (both sides) at 9c each. Spaces may be provided for more. 
Loose stars for spaces, 50c per dozen. 


SILK SERVICE BANNERS—For Inside Display 
Complete with Yellow Silk Fringe, Yellow Silk Cord and Tassels, and Hanging Bar 


10.00 OH 16%. vcot.. Get ter cae : 
These prices do not include stars. Any number sewed on (both sides) at 25c each. Spaces may be provided for more. 


Loose stars, 10c each. ‘ 
WOOL SERVICE BANNERS—For Inside Display 
Complete with Yellow Silk Fringe, Yellow Silk Cord and Tassels, and Hanging Bar 


Stars sewed on, 15c each; loose stars, 75c dozen. 


NOTE.—The maximum number of stars the various size flags and banners will hold is as follows: 1 x 1%, six; 114 x 2) 
eight; 2 x 3, twelve; 2% x 4, sixteen; 3 x 5, twenty; 4 x 6, forty; 5 x 8, fifty; 6 x 10, seventy-five; 8 x 12, one hundred. 
If less than the maximum number of stars are ordered on a certain size, we use larger stars. We suggest that we be per- 
mitted to change size of flag or banner if, in cur judgment, it is too large or too small for the number of stars indicated. 


NATIONAL FLAGS—Stars and Stripes 


Now is the time to replace your American Flag, while prices arelow. These Flags are made cf BULL DOG BUNTING: 

the best for wear. Colors Guaranteed Fast. 
Be Ole Canna erent teres $ 3.00 S'X * Sihtccak Soest ae aeteecncetes $ 5.50 Sul DREN teem, Sante ciacs $11.00 
asigiscey casuner ete sMansea et acs 4.00 Gah RnB ER Apia eee ratereee 


Send in your order NOW! No deposit or cash in advance required from Churches or Societies. All flags mailed via 
jnsured parcel post, we pay postage. 


LOUIS FINK & SONS : GOOD FLAGS 
Department 25 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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RELIGIOUS REVIEW OF REVIEWS 


CURRENT EVENTS AND LITERATURE USEFUL TO THE PREACHER 


(PR SES RS LS Le La LL eS reaSeS,SeES 


PROHIBITION. 
Virginia and Kentucky Ratify Prohibition 
Amendment, 

Both houses of the Kentucky General Assem- 
bly have ratified the proposed prohibition amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution. Virginia has 
also ratified the amendment by a vote of 84 to 
13 in the House, and by a vote of 30 to 8 in the 
Senate. 

* * * 
Does the Saloon Pay the Taxes. 

That is what the liquor people have told us 
from the beginning; that is one of their stock 
lies. It has been believed by thousands of Amer- 
icans who voted for the saloon. A small city 
of the Middle West a few years ago had sixty 
saloons, which paid a license fee of $500 each, 
making a total of $30,000—one dollar a year for 
each man, woman and child in the city, or two 
cents a week. A lot of the citizens voted to de- 
bauch the city for the paltry sum of two cents a 
week apiece. The saloons in that city admitted 
that their annual receipts were more than a mil- 
lion dollars, which was $100,000 more than the 
three large department stores received. The 
citiens were spending this to get back $30,000. 
A few years ago Chicago announced that its 
financial troubles were over. The saloon li- 
eense had been raised to a thousand dollars, mak- 
ing the revenue from this source practically 
$8,000,000 a year. Now the city finds itself bank- 
rupt and is cutting $3,000,000 and more from its 
budget for this year so that it may be able to 
live at all. Some of this money is badly needed, 
because of conditions the saloons have made. 
Citizens living under these conditions do not look 
with equanimity upon the removal of the police 
station and the cutting down of the police force. 

The saloon not only wastes money and makes 
high taxes, it corrupts the whole body politic. 
Is there an auto accident in the ”early hours?” 
Usually the drivers have been around to the all- 
night saloons. If a disorderly house is raided, 
the police usually find that liquor has aided the 
excesses of immorality. If a public dance hall 
is corrupted the saloon has doneit. If the police 
have grafted, nine times out of ten the saloon 
tempted them. How shall we deal with it? 
Why not cut off its tail mow just behind the 
ears?—-The Congregationalist. 

* * * 
Brewers Have Enslaved Engiand. 

A London baker presented his order for sugar 
to the port authorities and it was returned with 
this slip: 


761 
PORT 


OF IONDON AUTHORITY, 


Dock. 
“19 
The annexed order cannot be executed tor the following 


If this is not taking candy from the babies, 
children, ete., what is? 


Lloyd George said that England was fighting 
two enemies, Germany and Drink. It looks as if 
Drink had captured England soul and body. 


On a recent day of fasting and prayer a peti- 
tion requesting that public houses—saloons dog- 
geries, was presented, The reply to the petition 
was that the government had no control over 
public houses. How the mighty have fallen. And 
the worst part is this that we are sending beau- 
tiful golden grain over to England to be made 
into swill to still further souse and stupefy the 
English workmen and soldiers. 


Has America enough nerve to insist that grain 
we send over shall not be used for beer but 
for food? 


God will be neutral until America and Eng- 
land come to their senses and declare them- 
selves against alcohol. 

They call beer a food, but it is not figured in 
the rations. It is not a food and men who drink 
it will not agree to let it be charged against 
them in rationing. 

Whiskey flows in the Congo like the milk and 
honey of the Promised Land. 

And gin has been the currency of equatorial 
Africa for some time; coinage is just being in- 
troduced. 

The first white man found an Africa in which 
drunkenness was practically unknown. He found 
also that there is no race so quickly demoral- 
ized by strong drink as the African. 

America is as much to blame as any European 
nation for Africa’s drunkenness. -In 1914-15, the 
City of Boston alone sent 1,571,853 gallons of 
rum to West Africa. 

The trade is harder to stop for financial rea- 
sons; in Southern Nigeria the importation of 
alcoholic drinks alone furnishes fifty per cent 
of the revenues which support the government. 
Although the duty on the importation of rum 
into Nigeria is 200 per cent, and of gin 300 per 
cent, these two liquors are imported in almost 
unbelievable quantities, 

And although the importation of liquor into 
Nigeria has been steadily decreasing, in the last 
five years the liquor trade with the Gold Coast 
has increased by fifty per cent. 

North and South Africa alone are temperate, 
because they are Mohammedan regions, and con- 
sequently, since Mohammed preached total absti- 
nence, comparatively dry areas. 

* * * 

The great rendezvous of the white men in 
Africa is Johannesburg. It has become famous 
for its title, “The University of Crime.” 

From all over the southern half of Africa. 
500,000 natives come every year to work in the 
gold mines of Johannesburg, 

Twenty thousand of these black recruits die 
within a year, victims of the white man’s drinks, 
diseases and vices. 

Tens of thousands of others find their way back 
to their native kraals, broken in health and 
morals, “civilized within an inch of hell,” as one 
explorer has put it. One out of every three has 
contracted tuberculosis.—World Outlook. 


SOCIAL. 

The African natives do not listen earnestly to 
the missionary because they expect to be 
“dashed” for being good. 

“Dash” is dead, and the Africans are listening 
voluntarily. The “dash’ was a present, a tip, a 
reward—a yard of caiico, perhaps, that induced 
a doubting parent to allow his son to go to the 
white man’s school, Similar to the ‘‘dash’” was 
the free medical treatment that the missionaries 
gave to rich and poor. 


Sel 


Gradually it was recognied that the effect of 
the “dash” was bad, and it was forbidden. 

After their first childish disappointment, the 
natives realied they were being treated as in- 
telligent human beings—and they liked it! The 
younger men felt a new responsibility and their 
co-operation increased accordingly. 

To take a specific example, in 1904, under the 
“dash” system, the Cameroun schools had 964 
pupils; in 1914 there were nearly 11,000 largely 
self-supporting and wholly . self-respecting 
pupils.—World Outlook. 


% * * 


No hymn is more universally sung. No hymn 
rings with the martial spirit as does “Onward, 
Christian Soldiers!” There is a dignity, a sweep 
of majesty in the setting that enraptures and 
ennobles any soul the least bit responsive to 
emotion, We have heard it sung by 20,000 people 
and the effect was tremendous, 

* * * 


Th citizens of New Rochelle, N. Y., deserve a 
vote of thanks from the whole country. When 
they found their town flooded with drafted men 
who had no place to go because the fort to 
which they had been ordered was full they 
opened their homes freely and gladly and looked 
after every soldier boy. When the government 
offered to pay the usual military stipend for such 
services they refused, saying they were glad to 
be able to help in this way. 

A HALIFAX CHURCH WIPED OUT. 

One of the incidents in the tragedy at Halifax 
was the destruction of St. Mark’s (Episcopal) 
Church, one of the old historic houses of wor- 
ship of the city. Some idea of the catastrophe 
may be conceived when it is said that all the 
buildings are completely destroyed, every ves- 
tryman is dead, and all but two of the choir boys. 
The rector, himself, is sheltering in the cellar of 
the church. Multiply this case by the large 
number of churches which suffered then add the 
thousands of homes and other institutions and 
we have some notion of the extent of the dis- 
aster.—Northwestern Christian Advocate. 

The Rev. Lewis Birge Chamberlain, M. A., has 
been elected by the Board of Managers Record- 
ing Secretary of the American Bible Society to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of the Rev. 
Henry Otis Dwight, LL. D. 


* * * 


MISSIONARY. 

The chief difficulty about agricultural educa- 
tion in Africa is proving to the native that fer- 
tilizers not fetishes are responsible for the fact 
that the white man grows fifty times as big a 
crop as he does on the same size patch. 

But after a while the native mentally matches 
his own skinny ears of corn against the fat ones 
grown by his son under the white man’s guid- 
ance and feels a little shame. 

His boy, too, has Jearned how to cure animal 
diseases and to grow a dozen different crops of 
which his father has never even heard.—World 
Outlook. 

The reasons for the rapid and_ successful 
growth of Mormonism are many and are not 
far to seek. One of them is financial, Through 
its marvelous organization and heavy tribute on 
its people it has acquired a vast amount of 
property of various kinds, and its mobile re- 
sources are also such that its power in this 
sphere of influence is much respected and 
feared throughout the country. Another reason 
is political. The Mormon hierarchy knows well 
how to play off one party against another, but 
it is first and last for Mormonism. Another 
is its splendid missionary propaganda, If Chris- 
tian churches made the same self-sacrificing, 
aggressive, persistent efforts to win converts, 
the present religious situation in America would 
be much different. Christianity would grow 
much more rapidly, and Mormonism and such 
issues would prosper less.—The Christian States- 
man. 

* * * 

Thirteen Mormon missionaries arrived in New 
York from Utah in a single day recently. Yet 
Mormonism is thought by many to be only “West 


of the Rocky Mountains.’’—The Christian States- 
man, 


NEWS, 
What We Give in War Time. 

Last year Americans gave the sum of $415,- 
000,000 to support the work of the Churches 
and other religious institutions. The nation also 
gave $76,500,000 for work among enlisted men, 
which included the fund raised by the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, 


As a result of the war it is estimated that 
something like $25,000,000 was spent in building 
and equipment of Churches, compared with other 
years’ expenditures ranging from $45,000,000 to 
$60,000,000. 

About $21,000,000 was raised for foreign mis- 
sions, and $420,000,000 for charities. 


Thirty Per Cent of Flour Mill Output to be Pur- 
chased by United States, 

To supply the needs of the Army and Navy 
and the nations associated with the United 
States in the war against Germany, the food 
administration will purchase from every flour 
mill in the country not to exceed 30 per cent of 
its output. Out of the flour purchased, it was 
explained, the food administration will retain 
at all times a reserve stock and will ship flour 
to any point where the local supply might be 
short. 


Soldier and Sailor Insurance. 

The insurance offered by the United States 
Government to members of its military and 
naval forces has been called the most just and 
humane provision ever made by any nation for 
its soldiers and sailors. 

That its value and advantages are appreciated 
by the army and navy iS evidenced by the ex- 
tent which it has been availed of. Secretary of 
the Treasury McAdoo officially announced on 
December 14, 1917, that 238,924 applications had 
already been received, representing $2,0738,720,500 
of insurance. 

The average amount for applicants is $8,679. 
which is very little less than the maximum of 
$10,000. The American forces in France were 
prompt in availing themselves of the insurance, 
General Pershing himself subscribing to the 
maximum of $10,000.—Epworth Herald. 

* * * 


It has been estimated that the daily cost of 
maintaining the war by the belligerents on both 
sides will reach the stupendous figures of $150,- 
000,000, or $54,750,000,000 a year. 

* * * 


Direct communication by wireless has been 
established between the United States and Rome, 
Italy. 

* * = 

The Treasury Department estimates the pop- 
ulation of continental United States on January 
1, 1918, as 105,006,000. 


GENERAL, 

German Charge of Disloyalty Among Ameri- 
ean Churches Refuted by Federal Council.—In 
refutation of the statement of Professor Deiss- 
man of Berlin, that the American Churches are 
not supporting the war—a charge based on the 
assertion that the Federal Council had not issued 
any statement until a month after war was de- 
clared—Revy. C. S. Macfarland, General Secretary 
of the Council, has issued a statement calling 
attention to the fact that the officers of the 
Council sent a message to President Wilson with- 
in twenty-four hours, assuring him of the whole- 
hearted support of me American Churches. 

* 

The War Work Council of the Y. M. C. A. 
states that at present the responses of ordained 
men volunteering for religious work abroad 
have been at a very satisfactory rate, but 
offers from laymen are not being received in 
anything like the proportion that will be neces- 
sary to supply the places in which laymen can 
be used. No lay applicant within the draft age 
will now be accepted unless he has previously 
been disqualified from military service on 
grounds of physical unfitness. 
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remote district of Wales a baby boy la 
dangerously ill, The widowed mioenee waticen 
five miles in the night through the drenching 
rain to get a doctor. The doctor hesitated about 
making the unpleasant trip. Would it pay? he 
questioned. He would receive no money for his 
Services, and, besides, if the child’s life was 
saved he would no doubt become a poor laborer. 
But love for humanity and professional duty 
conquered, and the little life was saved. Years 
after, when this same child—Lloyd George—be- 
came Chancellor of the Exchequer, the old doc- 
tor said: “I never dreamed that in saving the 
life of that child on the farm hearth I was 
saving the life of the national leader.’—Watch- 
man-Examiner. 


President Calls for Sabbath Observance, 
An order issued last week by President Wilson 
read as follows: 


The President, commander in chief of the army 
and navy, following the reverent example of 
his predecessors, desires and enjoins the orderly 
observance of the Sabbath by the officers and 
men in the military and naval service of the 
United States. The importance for man and 
beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred 
rights of Christian soldiers and sailors, a becom- 
ing deference to the best sentiment of a Chris- 
tian people, and a due regard for the divine will 
demand that Sunday labor in the army and navy 
be reduced to the measure of strict necessity. 
Such an observance of Sunday is dictated by the 
best traditions of our people and by the con- 
victions of all who look to divine Providence for 
guidance and protection. And, in repeating in 
this order the language of President Lincoln, the 
President is confident that he is speaking alike 
to the hearts and to the consciences of those 
under his authority—Woodrow Wilson. 


Plague Alarms in China. 


North China again is fighting the pneumonic 
plague. The dreadful disease is violent in the 
upper part of Shansi province. Several Ameri- 
can physicians hurried from Peking to help the 
local authorities combat the malady but were 
forced to return because of the obstructive at- 
titude they encountered, an attitude based ap- 
paretly on ignorance, indifference and supersti- 
tion. Yet the streets of towns and cities were 
reported to contain numerous bodies of persons 
dead of the plague. Other physicians, including 
Japanese and Americans, are said to be on the 
way to compel an effective treatment of the 
epidemic. The Rockefeller Foundation and mis- 
sionary bodies are co-operating in the move- 
ment. 

The Chinese government has apologized for an 
unexplained attack made January 17th, by in- 
trenched Chinese on the United States gunboat 
Monocacy when opposite Yochow on the Yangste 
river, The fire was returned by the Monocacy 
and silenced. An American seaman was killed, 
and one was wounded. Secretary of the Navy 
Daniels announced his belief that the attackers 
were bandits or revolutionists.—The Continent. 

* * * 

The American Reduction Company of Pitts- 
burgh, which collects the city’s refuse, has re- 
fused to collect the garbage from the city at the 
price agreed upon, and asks an increase of 90 
per cent over the contract price of 1917, on the 
ground that because of the meatless days and 
the greater economy of the people they get 32 
per cent grease from the refuse, and as a result 
have already sustained a loss of $146,000 since 
the Food Conservation measure went into ef- 
fect.—United ee een 


The death of a soldier is indicated on the 
service flag in various ways—a black circle 
around the star, changing the blue star to a 
red, changing to a gilt a. The latter is best. 


John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has offered to the 
Government for a Federal Base Hospital the 
$2,000,000 Billings estate, on the north crest of 
Washington Heights, Borough of Manhattan, 
New York, which he purchased last summer, to- 


gether with other estates adjoining, comprising 
fifty-seven acres in all, Plans for the new use 
of the property have been completed, and con- 
tracts for work to be done involve an outlay ex- 
ceeding $500,000. In addition to remodeling the 
great house, many frame structures are to be 
built at vantage points around the estate, This 
will become one of the most important base 
hospitals in that country, Mr. Rockfeller in- 
tends to present the property eventually to New 
York city for a public park. He is said to have 
paid for the various estates composing it nearly 
$5,000,000.—Watchman-FExaminer. 


Rice 1,000 Years Old, 


Rice grown from seed grains one thousand 
years old was served the Emperor of Japan when 
he attended the maneuvers of the Japanese army 
recently in Shiga prefecture. The ancient rice 
grains were found inside a wooden image in a 
little Buddhist temple in the village of Iwame. 
The image was that of the god of wealth, and 
had become so ola as to need repairing. In 
doing this there was found a flaxen bag con- 
taining the seed and a paper with the following 
instructions in ancient Chinese characters: “This 
image has been carved for the peace of the 
world, If any one of a later generation opens 
it he should put in new seed.” The seeds were 
planted and yielded a good crop, and the Mikado, 
whose family has ruled Japan for 2,400 years, in 
his official functions ate rice from seed 1,000 
years old.—Christian Herald. 


Infant Mortality in China. 


It is too much to claim that the Chinese are 
on the road to health. The entire absence of 
statistics makes it impossible to say just how 
sick they are, or were. One would be safe in 
making the assertion that the productivity of 
the Chinese people is not over half of what it 
would be if modern standards of health and care 
of the sick prevailed. I searched all over China 
last year, from the Board of Health in Peking 
down to the far off provincial capitals, for au- 
thentie statements of health statistics. There 
are none, The most reliable answer I received 
came from Dr. George E. Morrison of Peking. 
who said he had never been able to collect anv 
figures for the entire republic, but he did recall 
that in one of the Peking missionary hospitals 
they had kept a record of a thousand maternity 
cases. They discovered that out of every hun- 
dred children born to a thousand mothers only 
forty-two had lived. In the South the percent- 
age of infant mortality is probably much higher, 
—¥rom “Doctoring China,” by Tyler Dennett i? 
February “Asia.” 


First Americans in German Prison Camps. 

“As soon as I get the names of any American 
prisoners of war,’ writes E. G. Wilson, Ameri- 
can Association representative for prison work, 
with headquarters at Copenhagen, “I send each 
of them a parcel of food and write a personal 
letter offering in the name of the American As- 
sociations to communicate with their relatives 
and to be of any service possible to them in any 
other way that I may assist them. At present 
there are more than 100 such men, most of them 
captured from various torpedoed vessels. Let- 
ters are written mostly from behind barbed-wire 
enclosures and their appeal for friendship will 
go direct to the American heart—and there are 
more than 6,000,000 men and boys in army pris- 
ons, some of whom have dragged out three 
weary years of wearing confinement.’’—Associa- 
tion Men. 


A House, a Cow and Cash, 

Ninety dollars in debt, a negro began work 
for the American Cast Iron Pipe Company ei* 
years ago. His family was suffering from ill- 
health, and without food or clothing, and furni- 
ture sharks, quack medicine doctors, saloon 
keepers, and similar parasites were taking his 
money as fast as he made it. 

Today Lewis Beard is one of the prosperous 
negroes in his community, although during those 
eight years he never made more than two dollars 
a day. Four years ago he had paid his debts 
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and saved $400, with which he bought a horse, 
a cow and two pigs, and rented a plot of five 
acres of ground, 


Every summer Lewis grows corn, peas, pota- 
toes and cotton outside his working hours in the 
pipe shop, where in the past five years he has not 
missed a single day’s work. He owns $600 worth 
of personal property and household goods, two 
horses, a cow and a calf, two hogs, a fine flock 
of chickens, and has regularly sent his sixteen- 
year-old boy and two girls to school. His pres- 
ent bank account is over $300. 


Lewis says he found at the pipe foundry white 
Y. M. Cc. A. men who told him it was just as 
important to wisely spend a dollar as to earn 
one, so he purchased a small safe and put it in 
his bedroom. Every time he made two dollars 
he put fifty cents of it into the safe and soon 
accumulated enough money to pay cash for 
everything he bought. When he reached this 
stage he put all of his earnings into the safe— 
fifty cents out of every two dollars, however, 
still going into a separate compartment. 

In addition to this system of saving, Lewis 
learned from his white friends at the pipe foun- 
dry that after earning a dollar there were ways 
to make the same dollar earn another. Lewis 
proceeded to follow out this plan by paying $12 
for two pigs and within a few months butcher- 
ing two hogs which produced meat many times 
the value of their feed and his original $12. 
Following the same system, he bought a flock 
of chickens instead of continuing to buy eggs, 
a cow instead of continuing to buy milk and 
butter, and multiplied the rent for a plot of 
ground manifold in the crops it produced.—As- 
sociation Men. 


ADDED 41 NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLARS. 


A St. Louis pastor added 41 new scholars on 
the “Building the Flag” plan. It is safe, sane 
and patriotic. You can get full particulars by 
writing L. HE. Todd, 1726 Wagoner Place, St. 
Louis, Mo, 

READ THIS, 


How to increase the Sunday Schcol attendance 
is shown by the following report made up 
weekly on the Dietz Secretary’s Score Board: 
Gross Park M. BE. Sunday School, Chicago. 

February 5, 1913. 

We have had the Score Board in use since 
January ist, so I can only give you the results 
for one month, 

Our average attendance for January, 1913, was 
204; collection, $6.93. 

Our average attendance for January, 1912 
185; collection, $4.32. 

There has not been any special effort to in- 
crease either the attendance or collection, ex- 
cept the interest that everybody takes in the 
Board. We also had eight perfect classes dur- 
ing the month. 

This is a sketch of how we arranged the 
Board: 

Teacher—Miss Johnson, Class No., 1; Enroll- 
ment, 10; Present, 10; Offering, 30c.; New Schol- 


, was 


ars, 2. Teacher—Mr. Weber, Class No. 2; Enroll- 
ment, 20; Present, 18; Offering, $1.25; New 
Scholar 1. 

Present Today, Last Week, Gain, Offering, 


Year Ago, Birthday, etc. 

My impression is that it is one of the best 
things that has ever been used in Sunday School 
work.—A. Davey, Supt. 


HINTS TO PASTORS BY A BUSINESS MAN. 
Cc. A. Rehm, Secretury Atlas Educational Film 
Company, Chicago. 

In the past three years I have had hundreds 
of ministers come into my office and I have 
listened to their stories of success and to their 
problems and difficulties. I have gathered a 
wealth of information which I am glad to pass 
on in the hope that it might be useful. 

The fact is that a minister cannot preach to 
the people outside of the church. Churches to- 
day are not only having trouble in holding its 
members but also in getting new ones. I have 
seen churches increase their congregations from 
100 to over 1,000 and it is not uncommon to hear 


of ministers who are doubling and trebling their 
congregations right from the start through this 
method by use of motion pictures. i ; 

Motion pictures are one of the greatest aids in 
bringing people out to church that have ever 
been devised. I fully appreciate that there are 
some people who are prejudiced at the very 
thought of running motion pictures in the 
church. These same people, had they lived years 
ago would probably have been just as adverse 
to having music and singing in the church as 
they are today on the subject of motion pictures. 
It must be remembered that there are good and 
bad pictures the same as in most everything 
else, A motion picture is simply a film—a strip 
of photographic emulsion on which a picture is 
printed just the same as a piece of paper and 
on which may be printed a vulgar story—a beau- 
tiful poem—the Bible or anything else, and it is 
of course not the picture itself, but the brain 
that produced it which makes it either a power 
for good or evil. Many ministers that I know 
are very successfully using pictures in connec- 
tion with their church work, running three or 
two reels, or possibly one before the regular 
church service, By this means, people who are 
not in the habit of attending church may be 
induced to come in, if they do so only to see the 
pictures. A welcoming committee, ready to ex- 
tend a hearty handshake and a warm invitation 
to come again will bring these same people back 
and in a short time they will be counted as just 
as consciencious workers as some of the older 
members. 

A minister whom I know very well told me he 
had added 314 new members in a three-weeks’ 
campaign using no outside talent and relying 
entirely on motion pictures to attract the crowds. 
The large number of subjects available, such as 
Biblical stories, clean moral dramas, sociological 
subjects, interesting nature studies, wonderful 
travelogs, etc., make it possible to increase at- 
tendance as by no other method. The increased 
plate offerings which will be apparent right 
from the start will not only pay for the outfit 
and films, but will also aid in raising money for 
general and benevolent purposes as well. 

In summing up the right kind of motion pic- 
tures backed up by the proper advertising— 
either a bulletin board, or hand bills or both 
will fill the church. The welcome that the 
strangers receive will in no small measure de- 
termine whether or not they will become regular 
attendants. 

Suitable projectors and films for churches may 
be procured from Atlas Educational Film Co., 67 
E. Adams St., Chicago. Write them. 


CHEER UP. 

“Camp authorities are feeling that the kinds 
of letters written by the home folks to the boys 
in camps are making it more difficult to keep 
their minds on their work in hand and to develop 
the spirit for the service that is most necessary. 
Without thinking of what effect their letters have 
on the boys the home folks write about the 
mortgage coming due, that father has pneumonia, 
a horse died, or a building burned, etce., etc.” 

General Johnson, in command at Camp Up- 
ton, Yaphank, N. Y., said that if ministers could 
bring the matter to the attention of their con- 
gregations and could induce them to write let- 
ters of the ‘cheer up” sort, they would render a 
real service to the country. 


Unsafe Experiment. 


The party of tourists were watching Pro- 
fessor X as he exhumed the wrapt body of -an 
ancient Egyptian. 

“Judging from the utensils about him,” re- 
marked the professor, “this mummy must have 
been an Hgyptian plumber.” 

“Wouldn’t it be interesting,’ said a romantic 
young lady, “if we could bring him to life?” 

“Interesting, but a bit risky,” returned Pro- 
fessor X. “Somebody might have to pay him 
for his time.”—Browning’s Magazine. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 


A SERMON WITHOUT ILLUSTRATIONS IS LIKE A HOUSE 
WITHOUT WINDOWS 


COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Rey. G. B. F. Hallock, D. D. 


The Lord’s Supper is no more a didactic or 
dinance addressed to the head, than it is « 
pompous ceremonial addressed to the eye. It 
is a simple, devout service of worship spring- 
ing from the heart. Its single purpose is to 
awaken memory of Jesus, to arouse gratitude, 
and to kindle love. 


When our Lord was eating the last passover 
with his twelve apostles, but a few hours be- 
fore he was betrayed, he saw fit to institute a 
service which should remind his people of his 
sufferings and death, in such a manner as no 
precept alone could possibly have done. Sep- 
arating two simple elements, which were be- 
fore them on the table—the bread to represent 
his body broken, and the wine to represent his 
blood poured forth—he distributed them to his 
disciples, saying of the bread, “This is my 
body;” and of the cup, “This is my blood of 
the New Testament, which is shed for many;” 
and then giving it in solemn charge, “This do 
in remembrance of me.” It was a permanent 
ordinance, so given and so understood; for, 
more than twenty years afterwards, Paul en- 
joined its observance on the Corinthian church 
as a well known institution, saying, “For I 
have received of the Lord that which also I de- 
livered unto you; that the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread,” 
ete: 

Conscientious Christians have to this day, by 
almost universal consent, observed the Lord’s 
supper. It is an ordinance peculiar to the 
church of Christ, and to be statedly observed 
there until “he shall appear the second time, 
without sin unto salvation.” Notwithstanding 
this general admission of the obligation to ob- 
serve this sacrament, there are those who 
neglect it. 

Fellow pastors, let us make this, the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper, the central serv- 
ice of our ministry. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes (897) 

Stirring to Remembrance: “I stir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance.” 2 Pet. 
aie i 

Self-Examination: 
21216... 

Christ Expected at the Feast: “What think 
ye, that he will come to the feast?” John 11:56. 

The Duty and Obligation to Keep the Feast: 
“Therefore, let us keep the feast.”’ 1 Cor: 5:8. 

Love for the Unseen Saviour: “Whom hav- 
ing not seen ye love.” 1 Pet. 1:8. 

Preparatory Service: “There make ready.” 
Matt. 26:17. 

The Upper Room: 

Abraham’s Communion: 


“Lovest thou me?” John 


Acts 1:12-14.. 
Gen. 18:17-19,33. 


The Blessedness of Communion with Christ: 
John 14:15-26. 

The Vine and the Branches (398) 

“T am the vine, ye are the hranches,” John 
BU SN: 

It is not strange that Jesus spoke of vines 
and branches as he led his diciples from the 
upper room across the moonlit hillslopes in 
full view of the vineyards. He always bor- 
rowed his figures of speech from the fresh fair 
forms of Nature that were nearest at hand. 

I. Unspeakably comforting is his parable 
of the relationship between himself and us. 
Nothing can be more intimate than the asso- 
ciation of a vine and its branches. It is not 
merely association, but identity of nature and 
function. What is a branch’s source of 
strength? Ask the vine. The vine has no 
access to nourishment which is not also tribu- 
tary to the branch. Is the vine strong? Its 
strength flows into the branches. Is a branch 
wounded? The vine feels it. 

II. The branches of a vine have their limi- 
tations, but so has the vine. The vine does not 
bear fruit—it bears branches, and they bear the 
fruit. Only thus does the vine indicate its 
existence, justify its place in the sun, by the 
fruit that hangs from its branches. So the 
branches are as important as the vine. Neither 
is perfect without the other. 


IlI. It is not blasphemy to say that we are 
as necessary to Christ as Christ is to us. Only 
through us can Christ mediate his grace and 
sweetness to the needy world. He says, “With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” In substance, again 
and again, he says, “Without you I can do 
nothing.” A great preacher, who was also a 
poet, wrote a similar parable: “When the 
spring comes, the tree with its thousands of 
leaves blossoms all over. The heart of the 
tree remembers every remotest tip of every 
farthest branch; and sends to it the message 
and the power of the new life. Some- 
what in that way we may think of God’s re- 
membrance of his children. He remembers 
them as the heart remembers the fingertips to 
which it sends the blood.’”—Rev. Charles C. 
Albertson, D.D. 

Can These Bones Live? (399) 

“And he said unto me, Son of man, can these 
bones live? And I answered, O Lord God, Thou 
knowest.” Hzek. 37:3. 

I. The prophet’s vision of the field of dry 
bones is a parable designed to show us the 
uselessness of form without force, the neces- 
sity of life to give value to mechanism. Ours 
is an age of organization. There are societies 
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for everything. The church is no exception to 
this rule. We have been so busy writing con- 
stitutions and by-laws, perfecting resolutions 
and programs, appointing commissions and 
reading their “findings,” that we are in danger 
of neglecting the nature of that life without 
which all our social machinery will fail of its 
own dead weight. Societies and organizations 
are, at best, but instruments. No axe will cut 
unless it be wielded by a strong arm. Back of 
the strong arm there must be a strong will. A 
battering-ram is useless without a squad of 
fighting men, and fighting men are useless with- 
out the fighting spirit. 

II. Among all God’s gifts to the church, there 
is neither ordinance nor sacrament which does 
not derive its value from the spirit which 
prompts its use. A Sabbath observed but for- 
mally, a Bible read but perfunctorily, a sacra- 
ment administered only officially, a church 
maintained merely for the sake of its conven- 
Can these bones live? Only in so far as we 
avail ourselves of the presence and help of the 
Holy Spirit. John speaks of “being in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day.” Let us daily in- 
vite the Holy Spirit unto our lives. He alone 
can make religion vital—Rev. Charles C. Al- 
bertson, D.D. 


The Startling Testimony. (400) 


“Whoever shall eat this bread, and drink 
this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.” 
Te Corel ls 275 


The Lord’s Supper should always be re- 
ceived with reverence. The body and blood of 
Jesus are figuratively set before us; we are 
reminded of Gethsemane and Calvary, and we 
show forth the Lord’s death. If, therefore, with 
a. light, vain, carnal mind, we sit down at the 
Lord’s table, we are guilty of trifling with the 
sufferings and death of Christ. We must dis- 
cern the Lord’s body and blood by faith; we 
must distinguish between a common meal and 
this divinely-instituted ordinance. We must 
attend to it as an act of obedience; we must 
seek to have communion with Christ in his 
sufferings; we must esteem it a high and holy 
privilege. If we do not, we are guilty of pro- 
faning sacred things, and of treating the body 
and blood of Christ with disrespect. The ref- 
erence is not to a sense of personal unworthi- 
ness, but of unworthy acting when at the holy 
supper. Hating and drinking for carnal pur- 
poses, we eat and drink condemnation to our- 
selves. Let us, therefore, with lowliness of 
mind, with deep reverence of soul, and with a 
spirit of devotion, come to the Lord’s table; and 
there, though we have to mourn over our own 
hardness, coldness, wandering thoughts, and 
distressing exercises of soul, we shall not eat 
and drink unworthily. Without heartfelt re- 
pentence towards God, and living faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we have no right to the 
Lord’s Supper; but with these we are welcome, 
accepted of God, and free from all condemna- 
tion. But let all triflers beware, let all carnal 
persons stand aloof; for such have no warrant 
to come to this ordinance; they can have no 
fellowship with Christ in it, nor can they derive 
any benefit from it. Stand aloof, then: “For 


he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth 
and drinketh damnation (rather condemnation) ' 
to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.”— 
Rev. James Smith. 


They Went Out. (401) 


Jesus went out to the garden of his sorrow 
and to the cross of his mortal agony and on 
to the triumph of his resurrection and to his 
ministry and march of mercy through the 
world. The upper chamber was a scene of 
blessed fellowship, but it was not a place to 
stay. The great sinning, suffering, sorrowing 
world was waiting for the Master and his dis- 
ciples. The communion table and the church 
is the place where we hold fine fellowship with 
Christ and with one another; but it is not a 
place to abide. We must go out from it back 
to our homes and work and business, our bur- 
dens and our battles, our Gethsemane and our 
cross; out into the world to turn all this vital 
truth and rich emotion and splendid devotion 
as streams of salvation and service upon the 
world to flush and cleanse all its channels and 
make its wilderness rejoice and blossom as 
the rose.—Rey. J. H. Snowden, D.D. 


Why Remember Jesus? 


“This do in remembrance of Me.” 
Jesus want to be remembered? First, for his 
own sake. He had a craving for human friend- 
ship and could not bear the thought that his 
own disciples might forget him and his very 
name thus pass into oblivion. God himself 
must have his human childen; having created 
them and brought them into his life he cannot 
be the same without them. “The Father seek- 
eth such to worship him.” And Jesus also 
wanted the disciples to remember him for 
their sake. Their devotion to his teaching and 
laws of life, service and sacrifice, depended 
upon their faithfulness to his person and 
memory. If they were to forget, his spirit 
would soon fade out of their hearts and his 
kingdom vanish from the world. Memory is 
the storehouse of all the accumulated treasures 
of life, the tie that binds us to all that is 
precious in the past, and Jesus used this power- 
ful means of perpetuating his own spirit and 
service in the hearts of his disciples and in 
the world. 


(402) 
Why did 


Till He Come (403) 

In the celebration of the Lord’s Supper we 
are commanded to observe it in remembrance of 
Christ. It is, however, no commemoration of 
defeat, for our Lord gained his greatest vic- 
tory and his most signal triumph in his death 
upon the cross for the sins of men. It was 
through his vicarious atoning death that he 
bore our sins and carried our sorrows. It was 
through the cross that he achieved for his 
people the great deliverance. In commanding 
his people throughout all ages to remember his 
death in this helpful sacrament, he is virtually 
saying: Commemorate my victory, my triumph 
over sin and death and hell. Do this that you 
may with faith and patience await my return. 
“For, as oft as you eat this bread and drink 


this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he 
come.” 
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The Return of Christ (404) 


Dr. W. M. Clow, of Glasgow, Scotland, fit- 
tingly writes in “The Cross in Christian Ex- 
perience;” “There is a need, ever and again, 
of a new, a fresh, a marked forgiveness. Some 
sin creeps into our life. Some habit fastens 
upon us. Some evil thought torments us like 
a whispering devil. Some pall shadows our 
faces with that strange pallor of defeat. Some 
outbreak of temper or hate, or some dishonesty 
of word or deed, blots our record. A stretch 
of careless years may make a desert in the 
soul. What then? We must go back, as Abra- 
ham after his coward’s conduct in Egypt, and 
Moses after the outflash of his ire, and David 
after his shameful fall, and Peter after his 
denial. Ay, we must go back, with all the 
saints, to God, with a renewed repentance, to 
taste afresh the joy of sin forgiven.” 

In the Communion celebration we go back to 
Christ.—H. 


“It Is Finished” (405) 


“Tt is finished.” This was Christ’s sixth re- 
markable word as he hung upon the cross. No 
one but our Master himself has any right to 
speak of his work as being “finished,” giving 
the word its full meaning. The redemption 
work, the work for the salvation of men, was 
finished. Prophecy had been fulfilled—God 
had sent his only begotten Son into the world 
for a certain work, and the Son had not failed 
of doing his Father’s will in any particular. 

Because Christ’s work was finished, man- 
kind has a sure ground of hope. Can man- 
kind do a finished work? Not in the sense in 
which Christ did it; but we are told to “go on 
unto perfection.” Is our work the same as 
Christ’s? It is, in this particular, that, if we 
are true disciples, we are co-laborers with 
him, saving mankind from sin. 


Let us learn this lesson from Christ’s sixth 
word on the cross—not to be satisfied with 
anything short of giving to God the very best 
we have to offer, even to the giving up of our 


own lives for his sake who dies for us.—B. 
L. Parkman. 


“He Took Bread” (406) 


He “took bread.” He did not take a sword 
to cut down his enemies who were plotting 
against him and were about to fall upon him 
in murderous fury and take his life. For them 
he had only pity and forgiveness. He came 
not to make himself or to permit others to 
make him king by force. Alexander and 
Caesar had each seized a sword and hewn his 
way to a throne, but Jesus came on no such 
mission. The world has had enough kingdoms 
built on human bones and blood. Jesus came 
as the Prince of Peace and his kingdom is not 
of this world. Neither did Jesus the same night 
in which he was betrayed take a pen in his 
hand to refute his enemies and persuade the 
world of his truth and mission. Other pro- 
phets have left books and systems of truth 
that have cut deep into the thought of the 
world, but Jesus never wrote a line and was 
careless of his words. While he is the Truth, 
yet his primary appeal is not to the intellect 
but to the heart. He depends more on his 
love than his logic to persuade men. 

But the same night in which he was be- 
trayed Jesus took bread; not a sword to con- 
quer men or a pen to refute and convince 
them, but bread to feed them. Bread is the 
symbol and means of fellowship and life. The 
world around, eating bread together is a tie 
of friendship. Jesus came to make men, even 
his enemies, his friends. Of common nature 
and kinship with them he would draw and 
bind them to himself in loving fellowship and 
service. And then he would feed them with 
bread; not the bread of earth simply, the same 
husks the very swine eat, but the bread that 
cometh down from heaven; the bread of life, 
of truth and love, that will satisfy all the 
yearnings and needs of the soul. Out of that 
dark night of betrayal came the Bread that is 
now everywhere entering deeply into humanity 
and becoming the life of the world.—Rev. J. H. 
Snowden, D.D. 


ILLUSTRATIONS FROM RECENT EVENTS 
PAUL GILBERT 


God’s Will and Human Government (407) 

Jas. 4:13; Psa. 10:4; Prov. 1:29. 
Perhaps the real reason why Dr. Michaelis, 
the ex-chancellor of Germany, was compelled 
to resign his office, was that. he insisted on 
putting into practice some of his religious con- 


victions. Speaking of the religious side of Dr. 
Michaelis, a writer in the Chicago Tribune 
said: 


“Like the kaiser, his chancellor, Dr. Michael- 
is, has a mania for preaching and for delivering 
religious addresses on every possible and im- 
possible occasion that presents itself. Some of 
these homilies, which he was foolish enough to 
have published, are getting him into trouble 
with the Reichstag, where he is obliged to 
justify every one of his sovereign’s aberrations, 
a task of almost insuperable difficulty. 

“Thus, in one of his sermons he complains 


that ‘men do not permit the will and love of 
God to influence their private or their public 
life.’ He declares, ‘I will give this question a 
practical application. Neither in the Reichstag: 
nor in the Prussian Diet has there been any one 
deputy who justified any legislative measure 
clearly, frankly, and simply, as a child, with 
the words, “I demand that because it is the will 
of God.’” 


“In another homily, delivered on the eve of 
war, at Tubingen, he urged upon the university 
students, to whom it was addressed, to ‘fight 
for spiritual attainments rather than for those 
of kultur,’ which latter he recommends should 
be ‘shattered,’ and calls upon the students to 
free themselves from all ‘false prejudices of 
birth, class, and education, and to give uncon- 
ditional obedience to the Almgihty, no matter 
at what cost.’” 
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Faith That Stands. 
Jas. 1233 1 Pet. 1273 2) Tim:-4328; 
Dr. Maxwell Williamson tells of a man who 
recently wrote from France, a man who had 
been converted from a fearful life of sin and 
shame, and who, just as the truth was becoming 
clear and real, joined the army, and went across 
to France. How would this newly-won faith 
stand the test? Would it prove to be a fair- 
weather religion, or a faith for the firing-line? 
The man’s letter supplies the answer. He 
writes to say that he has been passing through 
great perils and dangers, and that on one 
eventful occasion he dropped into a shell-hole 
for safety. While he was there a great peace 
possessed his heart, and there came to him the 
haunting lines of a favourite hymn down at the 
Cowgate: “He promised never to leave me— 
never to leave me alone.” And on that the man 
rested with the faith of a little child.—Life of 
Faith. 
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No Religion. 

Jno. 10:16; Isa. 60:1; Luke 13:29. 

How wide open the doors are to Christianity 
in Japan is indicated by a two-column editorial 
in one of the largest newspapers, entitled ‘‘The 
Agony of Having No Religion,” in which favor- 
able attention is called to Christianity; and 
also by the declaration of a professor of one of 
the Imperial universities, that although he him- 
self was a Buddhist, he hoped Christianity 
would gain a firm footing in Japan.” And that 
is a challenge to the church that comes in the 
midst of a world war in which Christianity is 
more liable to be condemned than commended. 
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The Greatness of God. 
Deut Lowy = Isay 12363" 12fim. 326; 


Tennyson visited Norman Lockyer, and looked 
through his telescope for a long time. When he 
took his eyes away, he said, “After seeing that, 
one does not think so much of the county fami- 
lies.” In the midst of a contest for the United 
States Presidency, Bryan had a similar experi- 
ence, and, coming back to earth from the stars, 
said, “It does not seem to matter much whether 
Roosevelt or Taft gets in.” Earth’s highest 
honour and earth’s greatest prize are dim com- 
pared with the tiniest star that God puts in his 
heaven, and their multitude is their glory.— 
W. Y. Fullerton. 
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A Noble Patriotic Plea. 
Ruth 1:16, 17; 2 Ki. 2:2; Esther 4:16. 

The following extract from a memorial sent, 
I believe, to President Wilson by negroes short- 
ly after the East St. Louis riots, shows a touch 
of pathos and loyalty which justice demands 
we should heed and commend: 

“We are in no position to exercise force. We 
would be reckless and foolhardy indeed to do 
other than to appeal to the best conscience of 
the American people and ask that the consti- 
tution be respected as to all citizens alike. 

“In the struggle for advancement and the bet- 
terment of the condition of the masses, the 
negro is animated by the same impulses that 
influence all other human beings. 

“The member of the mob, who bands with 
others to trample upon the constitution and the 
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laws, is just as much a traitor to his country as | 
the slacker and the spy in time of war. 

“We are but ‘a drop in the bucket’ as com- 
pared to the 100,000,000 citizens of America. We 
can do naught but appeal to the best conscience 
and Christian spirit of that vast body of Ameri- 
can citizens who believe in law, who believe in ~ 
God, who believe in the destiny of America—to 
point the way to a greater freedom and a wider 
liberty to all the people of the earth. 

“Tf the answer should be that to us alone 
these blessings shall be denied, and for us must 
be slavery and serfdom or annihilation, we are 
ready for the sacrifice—for never will we of 
choice accept anything but justice.” 


Death Worth While. 

Jno. 12:25; Acts 20:24; 1 Pet. 4:1. 

The letter of a Canadian soldier recently 

made public after his death at the battle of 

Vimy Ridge last April, reveals the metal that 

characterizes the soldiers of Britain. The sol- 

dier, Captain V. A. Tupper, of the Canadian Scot- 

tish Sixteenth Battalion, had written the “in 
case” message to his father: 


“My-Dear Father: I am writing one of these 
‘in case’ letters for the third time, and of course 
I hope you will never have to read it. If you 
are reading it now, you will know that your 
youngest son ‘went under’ as proud as Punch 
on the most glorious day of his life. I am tak- 
ing my company ‘over the top’ for a mile in the 
biggest push that has ever been launched in the 
world, and I trust that it is going to be the 
greatest factor toward peace. 

“Dad, you can’t imagine the wonderful feel- 
ing. A man thinks something like this: ‘Well, 
if I am going to die, this is worth it a thousand 
times.’ I have been ‘over’ two or three times 
before, but never with a company of my own. 
Think of it—150 officers and men who will fol- 
low you to hell, if need be! 

“T don’t want any of you dear people to be 
sorry for me, although, of course, you will, ina 
way. You will miss me, but you will be proud 
of me. Mind you, I know what I am up against 
and that the odds are against me. I am not 
going in the way I did the first time, just for 
sheer devilment and curiosity. I have seen this 
game for two years, and I still like it and feel 
that my place is here. 

“So much for that. I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for all your loving kind- 
ness tome. This war has done wonders to me 
and makes me realize lots of things I would not 
have done otherwise. I could write a book 
about it, but you know what I mean. 

“Good-by, dear father and mother and all of 
you. Again I say that I am proud to be where 
I am now. Gordie.” 

With such a sacrificial spirit shown on the 
battlefields, every Christian should covet a 
greater spirit than that for the cause of our 
great Captain. 
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God’s Strange Providence. (413) 
Luke 22:35; Matt. 10:29; Dan. 6:22. 

A missionary in India told the following 
story: A cobra—one of the most danger- 
ous and dreaded of reptiles—suddenly ap- 
peared in the compound amongst the native 
converts. The venom of this creature is so 
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powerful that its bite causes death in two hours 
or less. The natives guessed that its mate was 
probably not far off, and the women and chil- 
dren were so terrified that they fled for refuge 
to the house of the missionary. She went out 
on to the verandah, hearing piteous, plaintive 
cries. There she found an anxious crowd with 
their voices lifted up in prayer for deliverance. 
Terrified and excited, they were bidden to rest, 
and thus their fears were allayed. That peace- 
ful moonlit night, an exceptional storm—a tem- 
pestuous hurricane of extreme violence—unex- 
pectedly broke over the place, destroying all the 
wooden outbuildings. A great loss of life must 
have resulted had not God used that deadly 
cobra for the rescue of the native Christians. 


Avoided the Issue. 
Matt. 21:29; Heb. 3:17; Mal. 3:7. 


At Estes Park, a couple of years ago, there 
was a young man attending one of the Y. M. C. 
A. Conferences, who was a professing Christian, 
but when it came to the issue of surrendering 
himself completely to Christ, he avoided it. Tne 
result was that he lost touch with Christ en- 
tirely. On returning home, after the Confer- 
ence, he found his unbelieving father at the 
point of death, longing for his Christian son to 
pray for him, and naturally expecting him to do 
so, but the unfaithful life could offer no prayer. 
Afterward he gave himself to Christ, fully, at 
Lake Geneva, and is now preparing for the for- 
eign field, but his hesitation to live up to his 
convictions earlier cost him dearly. 


Political Piddlers. 
Heb. 10:29; Titus 3:9. 


An item in today’s paper reveals the mad- 
dening fact that expert rifle workmen are wast- 
ing away time playing checkers instead of manu- 
facturing arms because of the “red-tape” in our 
ordnance department. In the meantime Ameri- 
can soldiers are without arms either for train- 
ing or fighting. And here is a counterpart to 
this dallying in the religious world: In a popu- 
lar church quarterly the two burning topics 
discussed are “If Any Remain: an historical 
inquiry as to the disposal of the consecrated 
elements after Holy Communion”; the second 
pressing. question is, “The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood—its interpreters”! 

Nero fiddling while Rome was burning finds 
descendants in plenty today. Political and re- 
ligious piddlers—the whole lot of ’em. 
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The Difference. 

Jno. 14:6; Jno. 10:4; Acts 20:28. 

It is a dark, stormy night, and a little child, 
lost in the streets of the city, is crying in dis- 
tress. A policeman, gathering from the child’s 
story enough to locate the home, gives direc- 
tions after this manner: “Just go down this 
street half a mile, turn and cross the big iron 
bridge, then turn to your right and follow the 
river down a little way, and you’ll see then 
where you are.” The poor child only half com- 
prehending, chilled by the wind and bewildered 
in the storm, is turning about blindly, when an- 
other voice speaks and says in a kindly tone, 
“Just come with me.” The little hand is 
clasped in a stronger one, the corner of a warm 
cloak is thrown over the shoulders of the shiv- 
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ering child, and the way home is made easy. 
The first one had told the way; this one conde- 
scends to be the way.—D. H. Strong. 


One or the Other. (417) 
Josh. 24:15; Heb. 11:25. 

It is said that during the South African War, 
in its earlier stages, a number of officers of the 
English Army gathered at Natal were neglect- 
ing the real business of military leadership for 
social functions and personal enjoyment. One 
morning the following notice appeared on the 
bulletin boards: 

“First steamer for England tomorrow. 

First train for the Front this evening. 

Every Officer in Natal will take the one or the 
other.” 

The reason was Kitchener had arrived. 


A Lincoln Parable. 
Jase tole INO. So ied Cory ae5: 


At the White House one day some gentlemen 
were present from the West, excited and trou- 
bled about the commissions and omissions of 
the Administration. The President (Lincoln) 
heard them patiently and then replied: 


“Gentlemen, suppose all the property you 
were worth was in gold and you had put it in 
the hands of Blondin to carry across the Nia- 
gara river on a rope, would you shake the cable 
or keep shouting to him, ‘Blondin, stand up a 
little straighter; Blondin, stoop a little more; 
go a little faster; lean a little more to the 
north; lean a little more to the south’? No; 
you would hold your breath as well as your 
tongue, and keep your hands off until he was 
safe over. The government is carrying an im- 
mense weight. Untold treasures are in their 
hands. They are doing the very best they can. 
Don’t badger them. Keep silence, and we’ll get 
you safe across.”—Carl Alexander. 
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Profanity Indicates Pusillanimity. (419) 
Mat. 321 3*llsa.. 8221s Coles: 

As I sit here I follow my custom of inspecting 
my neighbor lunchers. Over yonder is a group 
of likely looking young fellows. One of them 
has just remarked loud enough for neighbors 
to hear him, “I don’t care a d——” about some- 
thing. Another has added, “Oh, let him go to 
h——.”” From this and other expressions I am 
able to size them up as young men of small ac- 
count. Up at the Lawyers’, Engineers’, Hard- 
ware, Union League, University, and other clubs 
and dining places you don’t overhear that kind 
of conversation. Because real gentlemen don’t 
use that kind of talk in friendly association. 
And the affairs of this country are mostly in the 
hands of gentlemen.—W. H. Ridgway. 


Over 1,200 Officers Pledge. 
Rom. 12:18, 20; Phil. 4:8. 

Over 1,200 officers of the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Camp, at Presidio, San Francisco, at a 
service August 13th, signed this pledge, placed 
in their hands by Ben Cherrington: 

“We undertake to maintain our part of the 
war free from hatreé, brutality, or graft, true 
to the American purpose and ideals. 

“Aware of the temptations incident to camp 
life and the moral and social wreckage in- 
volved, we covenant together to live the clean 
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life and seek to establish the American uniform 
as a symbol and guarantee of real manhood. 


“If we become officers, we pledge our example 
and our influence to make these ideals dominant 
in the American Army.” 


Where the Romanoffs Failed. 
Jer. 6:14; Jer. 36:23; Amos 3:15. 


Count Frasso, who is one of Italy’s special 
envoys to Russia, is a soldier, a diplomat, a man 
of fashion, and a member of the Italian cham- 
ber, who sometimes votes with the Socialists. 
He is a thoroughly good fellow. a shrewd ob- 
server. He was at a ball the night the revolu- 
tion raised its hand. Coming in from the 
streets, where he had seen Cossacks riding 
down the people and had heard firing and ru- 
mors of a general revolt, he approached Grand 
Duke Boris and said: 


“Monseigneur, the situation appears serious. 
What is one to make of it?” 


That delectable Romanoff was about lifting a 
liqueur to his lips when he poised the glass and 
answered casually: 


“Ah, it will be arranged; it will be arranged.” 
Then he drank his cognac. 


“These Romanoffs are a rotten lot,” Count 
Frasso said in his comment on the story. 
“There is no character in them, and they have 
lost the greatest throne in Europe for lack of 
it. If the emperor had come into the streets 
with his horse and a half dozen officers and 
said, “I am told some of my people are ill used, 
and I will make it right,’ he would have saved 
the situation and those people would have 
kissed his stirrups and worshiped him. It was 
not in him to do it. At this moment he would 
rather be fussing with a camera or riding than 
thinking about his dynasty.” 
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Finding Peace in a Shell-Swept 
Trench. 


Acts 16:29; Jonah 2:2; Psa. 31:22. 

A man finds in the corner of a deserted 
trench, shell-swept and blood-stained, a tiny 
Gospel which some man has lost or, perhaps, 
carelessly thrown away. He takes it, reads it 
through, and tears off the back page, which 
contains a decision form, to which he has first 
signed his name, and posts it to us with a letter 
like this: “In Brussels before the war I heard 
the Evangel preached, but never heeded it. To- 
day in a trench which bears the title, ‘The Bow- 
els of Death,’ I have found again the Gospel, 
and have accepted it. Iam now a free man, and 
I thank you for sending this little book which 
has brought to me life and peace.” 
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How Many? 
Acts 9:6; Luke 3:10; Acts 2:37, 
Recently a wounded Australian captain was 
asked how many Germans he had killed. His 
reply was, “I shouldn’t have lived up to the 
Australian standard if I hadn’t got at least a 
hundred.” And in the Kingdom of Christ if 
you live up to his standard in your community 
you will get at least—? 
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God Cares and I Care. 
Mark 4:38; 1 Pet. 5:7. 
One said, “Let me write the songs of a na- 

tion and I care not who makes her laws.” John 
Barleycorn says, “Let me have the votes of the 
nation for either of the old booze parties and I 
care not who makes prohibition laws.” Of 
nobler mold was Abraham Lincoln, who said, 
“Douglas says he does not care whether slav- 
ery be voted up or down, but God cares and I 
care.” 


_ Thou Art the Man. 

1 Pet. 2:12: Colt, 3#25+eActsy19749% 
Dr. G. Frederick Wright’s new book, “Story 
of My Life and Works,” brings back some of the 
good old Charles G. Finney stories that we have 
admired and chuckled over in the days when we 
read everything. There is the tale of his ser- 
mon on “Signs of a Seared Conscience,”’ wherein 
one of the sins enumerated was that of borrow- 
ing tools and not returning them. Finney stood 
up in the old Oberlin meeting house before his 
neighbors and fellow-professors and preached 
thus: “When I went to my tool house yesterday 
with the men on hand to do my work I found 
it practically empty. President Mahan had bor- 
rowed my plow and never sent it back. Pro- 
fessor Morgan had sent for my spade, and I 
don’t know where it is. Deacon Beecher has 
had my monkey wrench for so long a time that 
the memory of man cannot recall how long ago 
it was. What does it mean that among the best 
of us there is such carelessness concerning our 
fundamental obligations?’ And the sermon was 
effective. The next morning before rosy fin- 
gered dawn peeked over the prairie one con- 
science-stricken neighbor, attempting to restore 
a saw horse which belonged to Dr. Finney, was 
attacked by the Finney watch dog and had to 
be rescued, and all the rest of the morning 
there was a stream of neighbors and neighbors’ 
boys bearing borrowed tools, only part of which 

could Dr. Finney recognize as his property. 
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Assuming the Responsibility. 
Luke 16:2; Matt. 20:8. 
The other day in Philadelphia I was called to 
the home of a lady who, with her husband, 
owned some mines near H—. Long before there 
was such a thing as social conscience I discov- 
ered that they had developed there a model 
mining community, and a model mining com- 
munity is a very hard thing to create, because 
miners are not model men. There were schools, 
a mining academy, a hospital and a system of 
pensions, so that when Mr. died, Mrs. 
had over 700 life pensions which she was deal- 
ing out monthly. Then came consolidation. 
When the company wants a thing it gets it. It 
paid a royal sum—I was told by my hostess 
$7,000,000. She did not take her daughters and 
peddle them all over Europe to find what count, 
or no account, she could find. She came to this 
conclusion, that the money paid to her was not 
altogether hers, the women and children who 
would remain had a right to that money. And 
so she stayed. When I came to the home in 
which she was, I met one of the most charming 
Christian women I have ever met.—The Con- 
gregationalist. 
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Preacher’s Scrap Book 


Loving Enemies. 
Matt. 5:44. 
Samuel M. Zwemer, the celebrated missionary 
to the Mohammendans, placed an advertisement 
in the Cairo daily papers offering for five pias- 
ters (twenty-five cents) to send anyone who 
wished to know about the Christian religion two 
or three vital little books in Arabic. The first 
to respond to this invitation was Dr. Moham- 
med Tewfik Sidki, well known in Cairo, an edi- 
tor of Al Minar, the most determined and bitter 
opponent of Christianity among all the maga- 
zines and newspapers of Egypt. Coffee was 
served and the oriental expressions of saluta- 
tion and courtesy were exchanged. Then Dr. 
Sidki laid down five piastres on the desk and 
asked for the books. As these were handed to 
him he leaned forward in his chair to empha- 
size his next remark: 


“As for the gospel, we Moslems find its code 
most unreasonable and utterly impossible. For 
example, who ever heard of loving one’s ene- 
mies? Forsooth, how could such a thing be 
done!” 

“But,” replied Dr. Zwemer, “I am loving my 
enemy at this very moment. You who have 
written the articles insinuating shameful things 
about Mary, the blessed mother of Jesus, the 
purest and holiest of women, are my enemy— 
nothing less! You are my enemy because in 
those widely circulated articles you have dared 
to cast rude insults and corrupt inventions upon 
the sinless character of Jesus Christ, my Lord 
and Saviour. But I love you for his sake; and 
that is why I have come to Egypt. That is why 
I have welcomed you today instead of turning 
you back at the door. I would to God you 
might know the depth and power of the love in 
the life of Christ and in his Cross!” 

The editor was taken aback by this timely 
proof that Christ’s high code was not beyond 
man’s reach. He had no definite reply to make, 
but rather reluctantly took up the books he had 
purchased and bade Dr. Zwemer good-bye. 


Forgiving Love. (429) 
A native priest came to Bishop Warne of 
India to ask what he was preaching. For an- 
swer, the Bishop told him the story of Jesus’ 
prayer, “Father, forgive them, they know nor 
what they do.” The priest listened with in- 
creasing perturbation, and at the end of the 
story sprang up and cried, “Get out of here! 
Get out of India! You will convert all our peo- 
ple if you talk to them that way!” 
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The Lower Half. (480) 

“T’ve something of the Indian in my nature, 
I suppose,” said a young man rather boastfully. 
“IT don’t forget a wrong.” 

“That is only half Indian,” retorted his com- 
panion bluntly, “for you seem not to remember 
kindnesses. Suppose you do feel that your 
uncle is unfair to you in the disposal of that 
piece of land, you will admit he has been good 
to you in many ways for years. The kindnesses 
ought to count for something against the one 
injustice—if you can call it that. If you're 
going to revert to type, or to even a half-way 
gavage, why don’t you choose the better half?” 


A Thousandfold. (431) 

Years ago, an English judge in India became 
interested in the native Christians. 

By and by he heard that a certain rich native, 
the owner of an indigo farm, had confessed 
Christ, and was cast out of his home and de- 
prived of all of his possessions. 

“Let him come to me,” said the judge, “and if 
he is a true Christian he will not mind working. 
He shall be attendant-bearer of my little son.” 

So Norbudur came and humbly took his place 
as a servant in the household. 

Every evening, after dinner, the judge had the 
whole household assembled for prayers, and he 
would read to them in their own language, from 
the New Testament. One evening he came to 
the verse: “Every one that hath forsaken 
houses or brethren .. . . or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold.” 

The judge paused and said: 

“Now, none of us have left houses and lands 
and wife and children for Christ’s sake—except 


one. Norbudur,”’ and he looked at the bearer, 
“will you tell us? Is it true what this verse 
says?” 


Quietly Norbudur rose, took up the Mahratti 
Testament, and read the verse through. 
Then he raised his head and spoke: 


“He says he gives a hundredfold. I know he 
gives a thousandfold.’”—Unknown. 
Went by With Jesus. (432) 


A farmer down in Rhode Island accepted this 
invitation one night during a revival. He had 
been a rough, bad man, and the next morning 
he was going down to the village. As he walked 
he was singing softly a hymn he had heard in 
the meeting, when all at once he smelled the 
fumes coming out of a saloon just ahead. The 
odors came out strong and gripped him. He 
said he began to wonder how he could go by. 
Always before he had gone in. “Just then,” 
said he, “I happened to think, and I said, ‘Now, 
Jesus, I am yoked up with you, and you must 
come and help me by.’” And then in his illit- 
erate way he said, “And he come, and we went 
by, and we have been going by sence.’—S. S. 
Times. 


“Forget Not All His Benefits.” (433) 

Some one was asked what is the chief requis- 
ite for making a pessimist, and he answered, “A 
poor memory.” It is true when you hear a man 
complaining that things have all gone wrong, 
that nothing is going right, that everything is 
against him—it is true, I say, that we are safe 
in saying that that man has “a good forgetory,” 
rather than a good memory. A pencil, a pad 
and about ten minutes of time will cause the 
sun to shine through many a dark cloud. 

Light Back of the Clouds. 
2 Sam. 23:4. 

Detained by the summer storm, I had sat 
quietly with the others watching the black 
clouds blot out the sun. The baby on the floor 
watched, too, and made his own inferences. 
When it was over, he went to the window, 
startling us with a childish shriek of joy. 
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“Sun’s alive again, mamma,” he announced, 
climbing into his mother’s lap and turning her 
face with his chubby hands to make her see. 


“Tt wasn’t dead,” she explained smilingly. “It 
was there all the time, only just the clouds 
came between.” 


The last words came with a little gasp of 
realization, for we had been talking over big 
world-themes, both of us depressed and a bit 
unhopeful. 


“There all the time!” repeated the boy, going 
back to his blocks. “In funders. In the light- 
nin’s. When everybody’s scared. But I shan’t 
ever be scared any more, ’cause I'll know it’s 
there all the time.” 


We nodded comprehendingly to each other. 
The boy had said it all—Pilgrim Magazine. 


Applied Christianity. 
James 1:27. 

A beautiful example of applied Christianity 
comes from Provincetown, Mass. Highteen fish- 
ermen of a storm-driven fleet perished recently 
and upon the succeeding Sunday morning, with- 
out the slightest prearrangement, every Prot- 
estant pastor in the town used the tragedy as 
the theme of his sermon and raised a generous 
sum for the widows and orphans. That all who 
were lost were communicants of the Roman 
Catholic Church made no slightest alteration in 
the appeal or response. In the need for help 
and in the call for it there was no thought of 
such petty differences as creeds and modes of 
worship. In the great sorrow that had come to 
the town all were simply Christians and the 
Methodist pastor expressed it well when he 
said: ‘Here we have an opportunity to exer- 
cise’ our Christianity as Christ taught it.’”— 
Northwestern Christian Advocate. 
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A Better Country. 
Celebs 1aeG: 
We have all been studying some unfamiliar 
geography of late. Who could tell four years 
ago where the Isonzo River was? Or the Marne 
or the Aisne or the Meuse? Who knew any- 
thing about Ypres or Cambrai or Monastir? 
What interest had anybody in Saloniki, or Gal- 
lipoli, or Verdun? 


Not only do we know ‘something of these 
places now, but we are certain that more 
knowledge is in store for us. 

It will be sorrowful knowledge in many in- 
stances. American graves have already begun 
to appear along the battle front. The place 
where our boys must fight and fall will become 
hallowed ground to us all, and its name will 
be a household word. 

“Somewhere in France” is no longer a pleas- 
antry. It is the center of uncounted hopes and 
fears. We are beginning to project our thought 
across the sea, to the sector where American 
troops will shortly man the trenches. 

And in like manner there is sure to be a re- 
vival of interest in a better country; that is, a 
heavenly. 

It is easy beforehand to be scornful and im- 
patient when the future life is mentioned; “one 
world at a time” is simple enough when we 
have treasure in no world save this. 
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But as sure as war and battle, so sure will 
thoughts of heaven shortly find a new welcome 
in our hearts. 

Discarding both unbelief and superstition, we 
shall find a new comfort in that noble word of 
the apostle’s: “But now they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath 
prepared for them a city.”—-Epworth Herald. 


A Godly Life Imperishable 
Rey. 14:13; Matt. 26:13. 


Posterity will not have to depend upon what 
it can read between the covers of books for its 
knowledge of the present age, if the plans of 
the newly-organized Modern Historic Records 
Association are carried out. The Association 
proposes to use the phonograph and the moving 
picture machine to preserve for posterity the 
words and acts of the nation‘s greatest men. 
One set of all pictures and records will be 
stored away for at least 10 years in the vaults 
of the Association. 

The best way to perpetuate one’s memory is 
by a godly life. “Their works do follow them.” 


Washington’s Presbyterians 


When one of Washington’s generals in the 
Revolutionary War suggested that possibly the 
wisest course to pursue was to surrender to the 
English, he replied: “I will fight and retreat, 
and retreat and fight, until I fall back to my 
brave Presbyterian elders in Virginia. When 
they surrender I will sheathe my sword.” 
Presbyterianism has always been the staunch 
defender of religious and civil liberty.—Chris- 
tian Observer. 


Father of His Country 

Called by Providence and the Continental 
Congress to be the field-marshal of a free peo- 
ple, Washington needed friends and won them. 
Beyond sea his conduct inspired admiration. 
His signal success came through character and 
not through transcendent abilities. Physically 
his was a well-balanced organization. Moder- 
ate powers, cultivated in harmony, wrought 
great results. 

Hollanders first coined the term, “Father of 
his Country” (pater patria), and the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutchmen were the first in this country 
to apply it affectionately to Washington. 
Though his allies rose up in other countries, 
Holland produced the best.—W. E. Griffis, D.D. 


Too Good to Keep. 
Jno. 3:16; Matt. 28:19; Rom. 10:14. 

A Chinaman asked John Foster, the states- 
man, who once represented us in China: “What 
right have you Christians to come over here to 
China and talk with these people about your re- 
ligion?” The diplomat replied: “The right to 
give others something that is too good to keep.” 
If the qualities of our life’s foundation are of 
the best material, we may give and give and 
give them to others, and the more we take from 
them for others, the stronger our own become. 
Such is the strange and beautiful paradox of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. 
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THE HOMILETIC YEAR—March 
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PALM SUNDAY 


GOOD FRIDAY 


EASTER 


PALM SUNDAY 


Dear to the Christian world is the story of 
Christ’s one day of triumph, Palm Sunday. The 
church rejoices because even for one brief 
day he was hailed as a King. 


It was the Sunday before the Passover. A 
great multitude were approaching Jerusalem 
on pilgrimage. Many were Galileans, and 
many of them believers in the Christ. On their 
part the demonstration was unpremeditated. 
They suddenly realized that the Messiah was 
entering the Holy City, and they began to sing 
snatches of the Messianic Psalms. In a few 
moments the stream of Passover visitors was 
transformed into the heralding procession of 
a conquering King. 

Christ is King. Fellow pastors, let us urge 
our people to crown Christ King. Make Palm 
Sunday a Decision Day, when men, women 
and children shall be called to come under the 
kindly and loving sway of the kingly Christ. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. (437) 


Jesus Welcomed as King: “Behold, the world 
is gone after him.” John 12:19. 


When the King Comes Again to Jerusalem: 
Zech. 9:9. Matt. 25:31-46. 

The Enthroned Christ: “When the Son of 
man shall come in his glory.” Matt. 25:31. 

The Royal Christ: “Yet have I set my King 
upon my holy hill of Zion. Psa. 2:6. 

The True Inscription: “This is Jesus, the 
King of the Jews.” John 19:19. 

The Glory of the King: “Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 
be honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.” 
ReRim.o beet. 

Christ?’s Coronation Procession: Mark 10:46- 
52. 

Palm Sunday, a Decision Day: Matt 21:11. 

Temple-Cleansing: “When he had looked 
around.” Mark 11:11. 

Christ’s Popularity: “Hosanna; blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.” Mark 
Tais9. 

Christ’s Lamentation Over Jerusalem: ‘He 
beheld the city and wept over it.” Luke 19:4. 

The Triumphal Entry: “Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jeru- 
salem; behold thy King cometh unto thee.” 
Zech. 9:9. 

The Triumphal Entry. (488) 

“Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest.” Matt. 21:9. 

Several ideas were expressed in this action. 

I. Disciples must prepare the way for Jesus. 
He cannot go through the world on a triumph- 
ant march unless we go with him and before 
him and make a path for him. Human influ- 
ences may open the way along which the Spirit 


of Christ gets into human hearts and into the 
world. 


II. This service costs sacrifice. Garments 
must be cast down to make the way along 
which Christ walks. Things that are good and 
precious to us, our possessions, time and tal- 
ents, our garments, the very necessities of life, 
life itself, must be cast down. Nothing is too 
costly to become a part of this path. The feet 
of Jesus should not touch the common dust, 
but should press upon our most precious 
things. 

III. And this path should be a path of 
beauty. The highway of salvation along which 
Jesus walks should not seem to be a hard and 
dusty road, but it should be so carpeted that 
the world will see it is a way of pleasantness 
and a path of peace. 

IV. The most prominent feature of this pro- 
cession was its enthusiasm. These people were 
not afraid to shout. They believed in Jesus 
with all their might and expressed their devo- 
tion in oriental outbursts of joy. They were 
not ashamed of their King, and when the city 
was stirred and shaken with excitement and 
the question of the hour was, “Who is this?” 
they boldly answered, “This is the prophet, 
Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” It took some 
courage to say that up in Jerusalem. The peo- 
ple grew wild in their enthusiasm and the hills 
near and far caught up and flung back their 
glad hosannas. This is a spirit that is evapor- 
ating out of our religious life and that we need 
to keep and intensify.—Rev. John H. Snowden, 
iD Ds 


Christ’s Kingliness (439) 
John 12:12-19. 

According to The Hlectrical Review, the 
Niagara Falls city council has appropriated 
$10,000 to illuminate Niagara Falls at night. 
One corporation has offered the services of its 
power. A battery of twenty-five flood lights 
is to be turned on the American Falls. 

A description of this illumination says, “The 
beam is powerful enough to penetrate the 
densest parts of the rolling mist, and, owing to 
the intensity of the flood-lighting, there is no 
dark center or no wings in the light beam, and 
the falls are smoothly and softly lighted.” 

The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem 
threw such a “light beam” as this on his king- 
liness. 

May we not express the hope that this war, 
which has brought many a man to his knees, is 
also throwing a “light beam” upon the great 
truth that God is King, so that the nations will 
begin to see it, as tourists will for the first 
time really see Niagara at night, and men may 
find God as never before? If, when the last boy 
has been called to the standards, and the last 
dollar that can be borrowed is spent, there 
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shall come an awakening to the truth that we 
are all brothers and subjects of one King, and 
can never war against one another again, will 
it be as well worth the price as is Niagara’s 
illumination of the falls?—Reyv. John F. Cowan, 
D. D. 


The Need of God. (440) 


Jesus was no more kingly on this day of 
his triumphal entry than on other days, but 
the multitude suddenly saw his kingliness. It 
was revealed to them by some such process of 
disclosure as that by which James Whitcomb 
Riley sang about the farm and the village life, 
describing familiar things that no one had 
‘esteemed worth singing about. 


But, as The Outlook says, “Riley was in the 
only genuine sense a poet of the people. He 
not only wrote about them, but he wrote to 
them and for them; and no American poet, 
with the exception of Longfellow, has come so 
near the hearts of the people or has been so 
much loved and honored by children. He was 
a simple singer of familiar things; but familiar 
things seen by the poet’s vision and described 
with the poet’s feeling cease to be common 
things, and Riley was able to make things of 
the farm’ and village significant of human 
destiny.” 


That is just what Billy Sunday did for the 
thousands who came under the spell of his 
meetings. No new or unheard-of method was 
needed, just a revelation of what was already 
there. We all need to know what was made 
so plain to these men journeying to the pass- 
over—that Christ can touch men’s hearts, that 
people are still susceptible to him; it is not 
so much a new thing, or a new way of putting 
an old thing, as the old and forgotten way of 
putting the old thing, that men need. 


What we all need is God. But we need to be 
shown that we need him. A little boy who was 
traveling a long way from home with his father 
became pensive and serious the second day. 
After a long silence, from which his father 
tried in vain to rally him, he suddenly burst 
out with—“‘I know what is the mance with me; 
I want my mamma.’ 


Perhaps the responsibilities and dangers that 
are being thrust upon nations at this time may 
bring home to men the realization, “I know 
what is the matter with me and with my 
country; we want God.” 


The Impulsive Ones. (441) 

“Took the branches of the palm trees, and’ 
went forth to meet him, and cried out,’ 
Hosanna.” 

While traveling on a Pittsburgh day express 
I saw a long line of uncoupled freight cars 
pushed up a grade by a powerful locomotive. 
One by one they are given a final push over 
the top of the grade. They run along from the 
foree of the power that started them, keeping 
up the speed for a while, but they are running 
slower and slower until at last all are side- 
tracked at various places along the way. Some 
Christians are like that. They get going; but 
they are not coupled to the Holy Spirit, and 
so they go slower and slower until they are 
sidetracked along the way. 

Let us learn on our Palm Sunday to couple 
up with God, not for a momentary impulse but 
for life.—H. 


“Hosanna” A Supplication. (442) 
Strictly speaking the word hosanna is not 
an acclamation, but a supplication, meaning 
“Save now.” It was originally a passionate 
ery for deliverance. But soon it passed over 
into the sense of exultation over deliverance 
afforded. And the one hundred and eighteenth 
psalm, in which it is enshrined, was for a long 
period most closely associated with the na- 
tional hope of Israel. It was used repeatedly 
in the celebration of some great occasions in 
the history of the people. During the period 
of the second temple the twenty-fifth verse was 
repeated once on each of the first six days of the 
joyous feast of the tabernacles in the course 
of the procession around the altar of burnt 
sacrifice, and seven times on the seventh day. 
Thus the seventh day came itself to be called 
the “Great Hosanna.” Thence the name was 
transferred to the prayers which were offered 
on the occasion, and finally even to the 
branches .of palm trees and willows (Lev 
23:40), which were carried and waved at that 
feast. The word hosanna thus came to carry 
with it a glad, triumphal sense, and became 
used on various occasions of jubilation, such 
as the feast of dedication, and even the feast 
of passover. The sentence was a word of 
greeting used by one pilgrim to another as they 
met together in the sacred enclosure. 


The Last Secular Sunday. (443) 

Palm Sunday was the last secular Sunday in 

human history. Haster made it a sacred day 
one week afterwards. 


GOOD FRIDAY 


The Cross, as representing the whole career 
of Jesus, and including his Resurrection, is 
the central event in the history of the world, 
the most definite and marked epoch in history, 
dividing all history into two great eras or dis- 
pensations. 


Jesus on the Cross. 
“And the people stood beholding.” 
23:35. 
I. The atonement of Jesus on the cross 
leads us to realize the awful evil and danger of 
sin. Jesus would not have needed to die to 
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save us from any slight danger, to bring us to 
any small degree of new life. 

II. The cross of Christ reveals to us more 
clearly than all other things together the per- 
fect, unlimited, sympathizing love of God to 
lost sinners. 

III. The Cross of Jesus expresses the divine 
sympathy with us who are so far from him, so 
weak, so unworthy, although made in his image 
and with infinite possibilities of good. 

IV. From the cross flows every motive that 


can lift us up into the heavenly life of right- 
eousness. 
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V. “The hill of comfort is the hill of Cal- 
vary; the house of consolation is built with the 
wood of the cross; the temple of heavenly 
blessing is founded upon the riven rock— 
riven by the spear which pierced his side. No 
scene in sacred history ever gladdens the soul 
like Calvary’s tragedy.”—P. 


This is the King of the Jews. (445) 


It was written in three languages,—in Greek, 
the language of literature and culture, read in 
all cultured circles of the world; in Latin, for 
the Roman soldiers, the language of law and 
power; in Hebrew, the language of the Jews, 
the language of religion. It was a prophecy 
that the language of the cross itself should be 
heard everywhere, and include all the others,— 
a language of culture, of power, and of re- 
ligion. Christianity is for the whole world. 
Thus in the chief tongues of men was pro- 
claimed in jest what became a living truth,— 
that Jesus is king; the king to whom all na- 
tions and peoples should yield allegiance,—‘“‘a 
king with many crowns.” 


The Friendly Watchers. 

Besides these careless ones, 
friendly watchers, as we learn from John 
(19:25, 26). The three Marys were there: 
Mary, the mother of Jesus; Mary, the wife of 
Clopas; and Mary Magdalene; his mother’s 
sister, probably Salome, the mother of John; 
and many other women from Galilee. John 
was there; and the other disciples were not 
far away. 

In the groups around the cross we see “three 
predominant sfates of mind,’—in the soldiers, 
indifference, apathy; in the rulers, antagonism, 
hatred; in the women and disciples, sympathy. 
“Apathy, antipathy, sympathy.” 
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The Cost of Salvation. 

“Christ died for our sins.” I Cor. 15:3. 

In Arizona an Indian boy was plowing corn. 
His little sister was playing back of the mud 
hut among the stones. On this great desert 
there are many rattlesnakes. The little girl 
turned over a stone, and there was a great 
rattlesnake. It coiled and struck her deep in 
the flesh of the leg. She screamed aloud; her 
brother heard in the field and rushed to her 
aid. Seeing at once what had happened, he 
killed the snake with the heel of his boot, then 
tok his sister in his arms, and, holding his two 
hands tightly about the wound, placed his lips 
to it, sucked out the deadly poison, and spit it 
out on the ground. He had saved her life, but 
he lost his own, for he had a sore in his mouth 
which the poison entered. The Lord Jesus 
Christ came down to us from heaven, dealt a 
blow to the “old serpent, the Devil,’ and it 
was our sin that saused his death. 
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Christ Died. (448) 

“Christ died for our sins.” I Cor. 15:3. 

A certain student lived a life notorious for 
its wickedness. Once in a spirit of levity he 
went to an old pastor and mentioned the sins 
that he had committed, and said after each 
one, “But I don’t care about that.” The pastor 
knew that it was said in a spirit of levity, and 
he replied, “Promise me to do one thing.” The 


man promised. “Every night for one week bow 
down and say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, thou hast 
died for my sin, but I don’t care about that.’ ” 
That night the man tried to say it, but he could 
not say the last part of the sentence. On the 
fourth night he went to his pastor with a white 
face and said, “I couldn’t say it.’—Rev. M. 
MacArthur. 


What Has Christ Said? (449) 


A man once said to a servant of the Lord, “I 
am such a helpless, miserable sinner, there is 
no hope for me. I have prayed, and resolved, 
and tried, and vowed until I am sick of my un- 
availing efforts.” ‘Do you believe that Christ 
died for our sins, and rose again?” was the re- 
ply. “Of course I do.” “If he were here on 
the earth in bodily and visible form, what 
would you do?” “I would go to him at once.” 
“What would you say to him?” “I would tell 
him that I am a lost sinner.” “What would 
you ask him?” “I would ask him to forgive 
and save me.” “What would he answer?” The 
man was silent. ‘What would he answer?” 
At last the light came into his eyes, and a smile 
of peace stole over his face as he whispered, 
“He would answer, ‘I will.’” And the man 
went away believing, rejoicing with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory; and since that 
time has been working faithfully for the Christ 
who saved him for nothing.—The Truth. 


Released From Debt. (450) 


In a Scottish village, alleges The Sunday 
School Chronicle, lived a doctor noted for his 
skill and piety. After his death, when his 
books were examined, several accounts had 
written across them in red ink: “Forgiven— 
too poor to pay.” His wife, who was of a dif- 
ferent disposition, said: “These accounts must 
be paid.” She therefore sued for the money. 
The judge said: “Is this your husband’s hand- 
writing in ink?’ She replied that it was. 
“Then,” said the judge, “there is not a tribunal 
in the land that can obtain the money where 
he has written ‘Forgiven.’” So when Christ 
says “Thy sins are forgiven,’ we are released 
from our spiritual debts. 


Via Crucis. (450a) 
A peculiar celebration of Haster has been 
practised for centuries by the monks of Ron- 
cevaux. At day-break on Good Friday a long 
procession of the monks files out through the 
gateway of the abbey, each bearing on his 
back an enormous and heavy cross by way of 
annual penance and in imitation of what they 
consider to have been one of the severest forms 
of Christ’s physical suffering. Through ham- 
lets and villages this pathetic procession makes 
its way in spite of the trembling knees and ach- 
ing muscles, while the villagers, with bare and 
bowed heads, do homage to the cross. That 
their penance_may lack nothing of severity, 
these monks strike into the country, choosing 
the steepest and roughest paths. 


Easter Prayer. (450b) 

We thank thee, O God, for the triumph we 
commemorate this day; for all that it means 
to our earthly life and the one to come; for 
the joy and hope that it inspires; for the 
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thoughts it awakens; the peace it bestows. All 
that is inspiring in our experience this day is 
due to the supremacy of Jesus Christ, whom 
thou didst make to abound for the enrichment 
of all mankind. His triumph glorifies us all. 

For his sake and ours, give us the faith that 
wins, the courage that prevails, the hope that 
makes strong, and the love that endures unto 


the end. Grant us full control of our powers 
and help us to live with clear eyes, pure 
hearts, and obedient wills. So shall every day, 
be a resurrection, from sin to saintliness, from 
despair to hope, and from mortality to im- 
mortality. Thus, at length, shall we be worthy 
to live and reign with our risen and exalted 
Lord, unto whom be all the praise and glory. 
Amen.—C. W. Laufer. 


EASTER 


Many pastors and church workers have been 
living through the weeks of Lent under some- 
thing like a spiritual strain. It has been a 
time of spiritual endeavors and anxieties. 
Haster is here and the strain of Lent is over; 
but what comes next? We are not, we hope, 
to sink into spiritual lassitude, or to let the re- 
sponsibility of the church toward its work and 
its testimony slip into a period of careless in- 
difference. What we really need is a persever- 
ance that rests on the assurance of God’s con- 
tinual presence, interest and purpose te assist 
the witnesses whom he has called and sent. 
We have a right to expect the presence and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and he has a right 
to count upon our steady and unfaltering will 
for the work. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. 

The Christian Certainty: 

but not now.” Num. 24:17. 

The Joy of Easter: “And they departed 

quickly from the tomb with fear and great 
joy.” Matt. 28:8. 


Witnesses that Convince: “This Jesus did 
God raise up, whereof we are all witnesses.” 
ACES 2932. 


Kaster Banishes Fear: “I declare unto you 
the gospel, wherein ye stand.” I Cor. 15:1. 

Death not a Divine Mistake: “Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
John 11:21. 


Old Testament Intimations of the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus: “He, seeing this before, spake of 
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was 
not left in hell, neither did his flesh see cor- 
ruption.” Acts 2:31. 

The Resurrection an Attestation of the Di- 
vinity of Christ: “And declared to be the Son 
of God with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 
Rom. 1:4. 

The Earnest and the Harvest: “For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. But every man in his own order. 
Christ the first-fruits; afterwards they that are 
Christ’s at his coming.” Cor. 15:22, 23. 

The Resurrection a Necessity: “And said 
unto them, Thus is it written, and thus it be- 
hooves the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day.” Luke 24:46. 

The Invitation of a Risen Host: “Jesus 
‘saith unto them, Come and dine. And none 
of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? 
knowing that it was the Lord.” John 21:12. 

The Gate of Life: “Who hath abolished death, 
and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.” 2 Tim. 1:10. 
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Making Appointments in the Hereafter: “To- 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Luke 
DowAos 

The First Easter Sermon: “Mary Magdalene 
came and told the disciples that she had seen 
the Lord.” John 20:18. 

The Garden and the Sepuleher: “In the gar- 
den was a sepulcher.” John 19:41. 

Immortal Life: “And they shall see his face.” 
Rev. 22:4. 

A Long Look Ahead: I Cor. 15:35-58. 


Easter Day Related to the eta a 

“Simon Peter saith unto them I go a fishing.” 
John 21:3. 

J. Great spiritual experiences are revived 
and confirmed in the ways of ordinary toil. 
What we first of all discover in some extraordi- 
nary season, can be rediscovered in days that 
are quite usual and commonplace. That is to 
say, the earlier glory will reveal itself in our 
common life. There is something to me very 
deeply impressive, and very healthy and- de- 
lightful, in this revelation of the glory of the 
resurrection irradiating a fishing-boat, and 
sanctifying a man’s rough and ordinary toil. 
The energy of a mighty experience is now ex- 
pressing itself in simple loyalties and daily 
tasks. That is a very royal teaching which 
you and I will do well to heed. 

II. For there is always a danger that, when 
a sensational experience is over, the ordinary 
road will seem very gray and commonplace, 
and our glowing emotions may die away. It 
may be that we have passed through some ex- 
ceptional combination of circumstances, when 
our faith and hope were upborne by marvelous 
tides in the spirit, and we are almost fearful 
to leave the place and the season, lest we 
should also leave the power and glory behind. 
The glory of the pentecostal baptism is to be 
repeated on the ordinary road. The ecstasy 
of the resurrection is to be rediscovered in our 
ordinary tasks. Haster-day is to be related to 
the fishing boat, and to the hard things of com- 
mon toil. I have watched the sun rise from 
the Rigi in Switzerland. I have watched the 
first influence of the dawn as it flushed the 
virgin snow with unutterably delicate hues. 
And then I have seen the glory descending the 
slopes, and I have watched it as it touched the 
spire of the village church until its golden 
ball glowed like an orb of flame. Still I have 
traced it as it illumined chalet after chalet on 
the lowest slopes. I have seen the glory de- 
scend to the lowly town, and to the ordinary 
street, until it has fallen upon the milkman on 
his rounds, and the baker with his bread, and 
the boatman by the lake. The effulgence 
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which first of all glorified the heights brought 
its beauty into the lowest vales.——Rev. John 
Henry Jowett, D.D. 


Life in the Heights. (458) 
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things that are above.” Col. 3:1. 


This chapter in Colossians, which begins in 
this exalted communion, ends in describing the 
Christian life of a slave. I think it was Spur- 
geon who used to say that the chapter begins 
in the heavenlies and ends in the kitchen. 

I. But it is not so much the wide sweep of 
the thought which is so startling as the fact 
that the thought never descends. The hea- 
venly places and the kitchen are at the same 
elevation. The apostle did not come down 
from the mount to talk about employers and 
employed. He was still “in Christ Jesus,” and 
all these human fellowships were regarded in 
the lofty relationship of the Lord. All earthly 
interests were lifted up into the heavenlies; 
everything was adjusted in divine communion, 
and so everything became one of the things 
which are above. 


II. And so it happens that Paul’s evangelical 
life is not at one height, and his practical life 
at another. We sometimes divide his letters 
into the doctrinal and the practical, and we 
regard the doctrinal as mountainous Alpine 
country, while the practical life finds a meaner 
symbol in the valleys and the plains. I do not 
think that this symbolism expresses either the 
apostle’s thought or feeling. He gets up into 
the high mountains even when he is dealing 
with a matter of seemingly comparative indif- 
ference. In his letter to the Corinthians, and 
after the magnificent unveilings of the fifteenth 
chapter, we are confronted with the sudden 
transition, “Now as touching the collection!” 
But that is not a precipitous descent; it is only 
a sharp turning on mountain heights, keeping 
the same elevation. The apostle does not say, 
“Now to leave these great themes, and to de- 
scend to something practical!” 

We must regard the lowly concerns of our 
daily walk and conversation as being vitally 
related to the heavenlies, and we must dar- 
ingly believe that we can discharge the hum- 
blest duty while still breathing the air of the 
mountain-tops——Rev. John MHenry Jowett, 
D. D. 


Life Through His Death. 

“Christ died for us.” Rom. 5:8. 

A great sinner was once saved by having 
this sentence flashed upon his soul: “He died 
my death for me that I might live his life for 
him.” Jesus died that he might save us from 
the death that never dies and give the life that 
lives forever more. 

Herodotus says that Cyrus, on his way to 
India, captured Tigranes and his army, and 
compelled him to surrender his kingdom for 
his life. Cyrus then asked Tigranes how he 
would redeem his father and his mother. He 
offered for them all his remaining treasure, 
and they were ordered to stand aside. Then 
came another question, “With what will you 
redeem your wife?” Lifting his head, he ex- 
claimed, “O Cyrus, I will redeem her; I will 
die for her if you will restore her liberty.” 
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Cyrus, moved by the heroic words, ordered the 
immediate release of both. In the evening 
Tigranes said to his wife, “Were you not struck 
by the noble appearance of Cyrus?” “No,” she 
replied, “I was not looking at Cyrus, I was 
looking at the man who offered to redeem me 
with his life!” 

One day we shall see the face of Him who not 
only offered, but did give his life for his Bride, 
the Church of the living God. No other at- 
traction will be like him who died for a race, 
that they might be able to exclaim, “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth; though once he was 
dead, yet now he is alive forever more!’—Rey. 
Edwin W. Caswell. 


Facilis Descensus. (455) 

A gentleman of large means and atheistic 
beliefs, says the Scottish American, built a 
handsome mausoleum for himself in the parish 
churchyard. It was a massive piece of ma- 
sonry, and presented an aspect of considerable 
strength. One day the gentleman met one of 
the church elders coming out of the church- 
yard. “Weel,” said the owner of the mauso- 
leum, with an air of pride, “ye’ve been up 
seein’ that erection o’ mine?” ‘“ ‘Deed I hae,” 
replied the elder. “It’ll tak a mon a’ hi time 
tae rise oot o’ yon on the day o’ judgment,” 
said the atheist, mockingly. “My mon,” said 
the elder, “dinna bother yet head aboot that. 
When that day comes, they’ll. juist tak the bot- 
tom oot o’ yer concern and let ye slide doon:” 

Convinced Against His Will. (456) 

“He saw, and believed.” 

A brilliant lawyer in New York City some 
years ago spoke to a prominent minister, ask- 
ing him if he really believed that Christ rose 
from the dead. The minister replied that he 
did, and asked the privilege of presenting the 
proof to the lawyer. The lawyer took the ma- 
terial offered in proof and studied it. He re- 
turned to the minister and said, “I am con- 
vineed that Jesus really did rise from the dead. 
But—” he then added, “I am no nearer being 
a Christian than I was before. I thought the 
difficulty was with my head. I find that it is 
really with my will.”—-The Fundamentals. 


The Gospel of the Resurrection. (457) 

A Hindu fakir, with matted hair and ash- 
besmeared body, found the leaves of a torn 
book which someone had tossed away. It was 
part of the New Testament. He smoothed out 
the crumpled pages and read the words. Then 
he set out to seek for someone who obeyed 
the book. He found an Hnglishman who con- 
fessed that he obeyed it. The fakir noticed 
that the Englishman wore a black band on his 
arm, and concluded that this was the distinc- 
tive sign of a Christian, so he put a black band 
on his own arm. When people asked who he 
was, he pointed to the band and told them. 
Later the fakir wandered for the first time into 
a church, and listened to a Christian preacher. 
At the close he announced that he, too, was a 
follower of this way, and pointed to the band 
as a proof. They explained that it was an 
English sign of the death of some loved one. 
The fakir thought for a moment; then he 
answered: “But I read in the book that my 
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Loved One has died, so I shall wear it in 
memory of him.” Before long, however, he 
grasped the gospel of the Resurrection, and 
when he realized that his Loved One was alive 
for evermore, he tore off the band—WMis- 
sionary Review of the World. 


Shape Your Life for the Beyond. (458) 
Through Jesus’ resurrection our own is as- 
sured. Death is not a terminus; it is a thor- 
oughfare. Life does not finish in endless 
night; it goes forward to bright morning and 
endless day. What manner of man ought I, 
then, to be? How shall I plan my life? How 
shall I build? Boats that are intended for 
small, land-locked waters are of one build. 
Liners that are purposed for the great deep 
are of quite another build. Lives that are 
built for threescore years and ten are of one 
design; lives that are built for eternity are of 
quite another design. I must build for the 
ocean, and not for the river; not for the creek, 
but for the infinite. I must therefore do my 
daily duty as a child of the Eternal. My pur- 
poses must be such that I can carry them 
through the narrow straits of death into the 
“endless life’ beyond. “If ye then be risen 
with Christ,’ shape your lives for the beyond. 
—J. H. Jowett, D. D. 


Burst Bars of the Grave. (459) 
A stanza from an old hymn says that Jesus 
Christ “burst the bars” of the grave and “tore 
its bands away.” If a man bursts the bars of 
State’s prison all the police force of the com- 
monwealth is after him to bring him back. If, 
on the contrary, he has served out his full 
time, all the power in the State cannot retain 
him a single hour longer. Jesus Christ must 
remain in the grave three days “according to 
Scripture,” but after the three days had ex- 
pired, there was not power enough in heaven 
or in hell to retain him another moment. 
Bunyan writes graphically about “the terri- 
ble Captain Sepulcher and his standard- 
bearer, Corruption.” I think I hear those two 
talking over the situation on the night that 
Jesus Christ was buried. Corruption says to 
Sepulcher: “Hold fast to that man in Joseph’s 
tomb yonder! There is a rumor that he pro- 
poses to break forth from the grave. Do not 
let him go till I can fasten upon him.” But 
Corruption fails to touch him, because it had 
been written, “Thou wilt not suffer thy Holy 
One to see Corruption.” Then hell from be- 
neath cries out, “Hold fast to this man! If he 
comes out, he will make a breach in the walls 
of death through which all the prisoners of 
Death will escape.” And “he that hath the 
power of death, even the devil,’ exclaims in 
fright, “If thou let this man go, thou are not 
Satan’s friend!” But vain the seal, and vain 
the doors of the tomb. As it began to dawn the 
first day of the week there began to be a 
mighty stir in the sepulcher; terrible Captain 
Sepulcher tightens his grip, but in vain. “It 
was not possible that he should be holden of 
death.”—A. J. Gordon, D. D. 


Looking Sunward. 

Easter is the festival of the east. It looks 

sunward. It baptizes our spirits with the 
morning dew.—Rev. Amos R. Wells, D. D. 
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Inscription on Tomb. (461) 
“The inn of a traveler on the way to Jerusa-' 
lem.”—Inscription on the grave of Dean Alford. 


Easter Symbols. (462) 

Easter symbols are an egg or a butterfly, 

both being significant of wonderful changes, 

from death to life, from stagnation to motion, 

from darkness to light and color and beauty. 
These are what immortality means. 


Our Hope. (463) 
A Moslem once boasted to a missionary that 
his religion had something that Christianity 
could not show. When Moslems go to Mecca 
they find there at least a coffin, but when Chris- 
tians go to Jerusalem they find only an empty 
grave. “That is just the difference,’ said the 
missionary. “Mohammed is dead; but Jesus 
Christ is not in the tomb, he is risen. In that 
fact is our hope.” 


Through the Vale. (464) 

A chamois-hunter in Switzerland fell through 

a chasm in an ice-field and crept for a great 
distance along the passage formed by a stream 
beneath the ice. At last he came to an end 
of the passage; but the water, he thought, must 
find an exit, so he boldly plunged into the 
frigid current, and was swept on through the 
darkness. In a few minutes he was carried out 
into the bright sunshine of the lovely Vale of 
Chamouni. That is the way a Christian dies. 


Jesus’ Epitaph. (465) 
When we wander through a graveyard and 
look at the tombstones, or go into the church 
and examine the old monuments, we see one 
heading to them all, “Here lies.” Then follows 
the name with the date of death, and perhaps 
some praise of the good qualities of the de- 
ceased. But how different is the epitaph on 
the tomb of Jesus! It is not written in gold 
nor cut in stone, it is spoken by the mouth of 
an angel; and it is the exact reverse of what 
is put on all other tombs: “He is not here.” 
—Rev. S. Baring-Gould. 


One Day Apart. (466) 
“Lift up your heads, ye sorrowing ones, 
And be ye glad of heart; 
For Calvary day and Easter day, 
Harth’s saddest day and gladdest day, 
Were just one day apart.” 


The “Living” Lie. (467) 
“Now hath Christ been raised from the dead.” 
At the end of a Chinese valley, on an eleva- 
tion, is a little temple, writes Frank L. Brown 
in The Sunday School Times. Inside is a sit- 
ting Buddha. The clay of the image is fash- 
ioned over a human skeleton. The clay has 
fallen off in spots, revealing the bones. The 
image is called “The Living Buddha.” Time 
has revealed the failure of the imitation of 
life, in all its grotesqueness. 


Christ Must Needs Rise. (468) 

How may we be assured that Christ did rise? 

1. The fact of the empty grave and the dis- 

appearance of the body. It must have been 
removed by human or superhuman power : 
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2. The remarkable transformation of the 
disciples from gloom to gladness, from despair 
to hope, and from sorrow to joy. Only three 
days and this change took place. 

8. The existence of the primitive church, 
for every one believes that the church of Christ 
came into existence as a result of accepting the 
resurrection of the Master. 

4. The influence of Christ upon men and 
communities from the time of Paul onwards. 
Only One who is living and divine could affect 
men’s lives in this way.—Rev. W. H. G. Thomas, 
De: 


The Call. 
“Lazarus, come forth.” 


Thomas Spurgeon tells us of an epitaph in a 
little English churchyard which lacks nothing 
in simplicity. The headstone over the little 
mound bears just three words: “Freddy!’—as 
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if some one called,—and underneath, “Yes, 
Father,’—as if some one answered. 
Jesus’ Funeral Sermons. (470) 


“T am the resurrection and the life.” 

A good many years ago I spent my summers 
in Chicago, and when the ministers were gone 
away, they called me to attend funerals. One 
day I went to a funeral where were to be many 
business men not Christians. I said, “This is 
my opportunity, I will give them a Christian 
sermon.” I tried to find one of Christ’s funeral 
sermons, and I found that he broke up every 
funeral he attended. The dead couldn’t stay 
dead where he was.—Christian Herald. 


Found Alive. (471) 

From the Contagious Disease Hospital of 
New York City last October, according to the 
New York Times, came a telephone message 
to a mother on Madison Avenue. “Did you 
leave an eighteen-months-old baby here, 
stricken with paralysis, about two months 
ago?” she was aked. 

“Yes,” said the mother. 

“Is it here yet?” came over the phone. 

“Our baby died two weeks ago and was 
buried from the hospital. Why do you ask?” 
said the mother, bursting into tears. 

“Because some mistake has been made,” 
came the answer over the wire. “Can you come 
to the hospital at once?” 

It didn’t take that mother long to reach the 
hospital. A nurse brought her child to her, 
living and well; and there was an indescribably 
joyous meeting as the little one’s arms clung 
round the mother’s neck. 

A mistake had been made as to the identity 
of a baby who had indeed died two weeks be- 
fore; this mother had been notified of the 
death of her child; and on account of the dread 
disease the little body had only been seen at 
a distance by the supposed parents. LHaster 
must have a new meaning in that house. The 
newspaper headlines describing this glad res- 
toration read: “Finds a Child Alive She 
Thought Buried.’”-—C. G. Trumbull. 


The Easter Lily. (472) 

Poetic fancy has found a fruitful theme both 
for meditation and expression in the Easter 
lily. Its superb beauty, its smile of brightness, 


its gleaming whiteness indicative of purity, 
and, above all, its bloom just about the time 
when we are celebrating the resurrection of 
our Christ, who, like the bulb that produces 
the bloom, had been resting in the silence of 
the dark tomb—these things arrest the imag- 
ination of the poet, and cause him to burst 
spontaneously into song. 


Seventy Year Clock. (473) 

Our brain is a seventy-year clock. The 

Angel of Life winds it up once for all, then 

closes the case and gives the key into the hand 

of the Angel of the Resurrection.—Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes. 


How a Child Was Comforted. (474) 
A winning little girl of about four years died. 
The parents were overwhelmed by this, their 
first grief, and could not be comforted. The 
oldest son, a bright, thoughtful boy of eight, 
had been for some time a member of the pri- 
mary department of the Sunday School. When 
the writer went to the home on the afternoon 
of the funeral the boy had a look of mingled 
sorrow and perplexity. Immediately he broke 
out with the exclamation, “I don’t understand, 
oh, I don’t understand!” Being asked what 
it was that he did not understand, he answered, 
“If it is all true, if heaven is such a good 
place, if God is keeping her safe, if it is true, 
then for us to do this way looks so selfish.” 
When told that his mother and father were not 
crying so because God was keeping their little 
girl safe, but that they were grieved because 
it might be such a long, long time, before they 
could see her again, and be with her, at once 
his knitted brow relaxed, and he seemed to 
“understand.” While in the carriage on the 
way to the cemetery, suddenly his lips quivered, 
and tears ran down his face. “If it were not 
for putting her in the ground,” he sobbed, “I 
could stand anything else.” 
But immediately, before a word of comfort 


could be said, he exclaimed, “I forgot. It isn’t 
she that is put in the ground. It is just like 
the grain of wheat that we planted!” And he 


seemed satisfied. 
Child that he was, he saw the same great 
truth that came to the apostle-——H. Kennedy. 


The Open Door. (475) 

“Now hath Christ been raised from the dead, 
the first fruits of them that are asleep.” 

A little girl once visited- her aunt, who was 
a servant at Windsor Castle in England. One 
evening the little girl was taken through the 
castle. At one place she was told to stand 
very quietly in a corner and wait. Just op- 
posite where she stood was a large door. Sud- 
denly the door opened and she looked in and 
saw the queen and great noblemen and ladies, 
with their magnificent dresses all sparkling 
with jewels. The light was brilliant, the music 
delightful. Then the door closed. 

That is what the risen Christ did for us. He 
opened the door of heaven for us as he went 
in, and, after all, that is one of the best evi- 
dences we have that we shall ourselves be 
among the nobility of heaven one day. Jesus 
did not shut the door when he entered heaven. 
He said, “I am the door.”’—Sunday School 
Advocate. 
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The Living Christ Inside. (476) 
A missionary in South Africa told the Christ- 
story to two little Zulu boys. Later, one re- 
peated to his mistress what he had heard, say- 
ing, “Oh, there was a wonderful Man, and the 
people were very unkind to him, and he died 
and went up to heaven; but he came down 
again, and he was like a little child in people’s 
hearts.” 


Then the lady said: “Well, what did you do?” 

The little Zulu boy, with shining face, said: 
“T opened my heart, and let the little Babe 
Christ come in; and he came in and my heart 
closed over him and he is inside there now.” 

He went back to his people, that little 
heathen boy, and he was cruelly treated by 
them, because of his love for Jesus. They tried 
to get the idea of the Christ-Child out of his 
head, but they did not succeed. He kept say- 
ing, “He is inside, and you cannot get him out, 
and you must be very careful not to hurt him.” 

The best way to be sure of the resurrection 
and ascension of Jesus is to have him as 
Saviour in your heart. Then you know that 
he has risen from the dead, because he lives in 
you. 


A Better Resurrection. (477) 


“Not accepting their deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection.” Heb. 
Tn 

They preferred a glorious death to an in- 
glorious life. They chose death in a mighty 
cause to life with a mean compromise. They 
had no desire for life if life was to be robbed 
of its crown; they would rather die crowned! 
Where was the honor of living, if honor had 
been thrown away? And so they chose death 
with honor’s flag flying, in the holy confidence 
that they would emerge in a better resurrec- 
tion with the flag flying still! They would not 
have life at any price; they would only have 
it when it was leagued with the supreme worth 
of unstained loyalty to the Lord. 

The disciple of Christ is always beset by the 
temptation to accept mean deliverance. He is 
offered some easy deliverance from hardship, 
some release from deprivation, some escape 
from pain. We are shown how we can avoid 
contact with gruesome realities. We are al- 
lured to avenues where we escape the sights 
of the back streets. We are offered insurances 
against the horrors and terrors of our day. 
There is a way out! We have only to numb 
ourselves, and we shall know nothing about 
them. There are social occasions, and opiates, 
and drugs; and if we take these regularly we 
can be delivered from much of the seamy side 
of things; indeed, we shall scarcely know they 
exist! And so a cunning soul, intent upon an 
ignoble escape, can manage to wriggle through 
life with seeming comfort and success. He 
can “pass by on the other side,” or he can 
hide the slaughter-house with a pretty creeper. 
He can shut out the aggressive sewer with eau 
de Cologne. He can “accept his deliverance.” 

But the real disciple of. Jesus will have none 
of it. He rejects these easy escapes. He re- 
fuses the benumbing ministries of social opi- 
ates and drugs. To him life is only welcome, 
only desirable, when his spiritual and moral 
senses are all awake. The only real life, all 


that is worth calling life, is bound up in the 
bundle of life with Jesus Christ his Lord. “This' 
is life, to know Thee!” “For me to live is’ 
Christ!” A rupture of that union is death, 
even though I am clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and dance in the whirl of social delights 
every day and night in the circling year. It 
is life with dishonor, and that is death! To re- 
main in steadfast union with Christ who is the 
life, may mean loss, and hardships, and lone- 
liness, and apparent defeat. What then? They 
do not accept their deliverance that they might 


obtain a “better resurrection.”—-Rev. John 
Henry Jowett, D.D. 
Destroying the Seeds. (478) 


“Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead.” 

A Persian fable says that the earth was 
created a great barren plain, without tree or 
plant. An angel was sent to scatter broadcast 
the choicest seeds on every spot. Satan, see- 
ing the seeds on the ground, determined to de- 
stroy them. So he buried all the seeds in the 
soil, and summoned sun and rain to make them 
rot away. But while with malignant feeling 
of triumph he smiled on the ruin he had 
wrought, the seeds which had been buried away 
to rot germinated and sprang up, clothing all 
the earth with plants and flowers, and in 
beauty undreamed of before. And a voice from 
heaven said, “Thou fool, that which thou sow- 
est is not quickened except it die.” The burial 
of Christ was thought by his enemies to be the 
end; but in truth the grave was but the neces- 
sary way to his final and glorious victory. 


Plant Me and See. (479) 
“O little bulb, uncouth, 
Ragged and rusty brown, 
Have you some dew of youth? 
Have you a crimson gown?” 
“Plant me and see 
What I shall be,— 
God’s fine surprise 
Before your eyes!” 
“A body wearing out, 
A crumbling house of clay, 
O, agony of doubt, 
And darkness and dismay! 
Trust God and see 
What I shall be,— 
His best surprise, 
Before your eyes!” 
Easter Prayer. (480) 


O thou who art the resurrection and the life, 
thou Christ divine, we reverence thee. One 
with us thou wast in the days of thy pilgrim- 
age. One with us thou wast when the tomb 
claimed thee. One with God thou art in the 
exaltation at his right hand. For us there is life 
in thy life; there is resurrction from the dead 
in thy resurrection. Hear us, we pray, as we 
plead for mercy. Blot out our transgressions 
and remember our sins no more. Take not thy 
holy presence from us, but abide with us even 
as thou hast always with those who are thine 
own. Let our Haster day be the glad token of 
immortal life and deathless bloom even for us, 
O Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen—The West- 
minster. 
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Rev. David Law Neave 


THE WORLD AFTER THE WAR 
REV. WALTER EVERETT BURNETT 


_ Text: “Can ye not discern the signs of the 
times?” Matt. 16:3. 


While the earth is rocking beneath the 
shock of the vastest and intensest conflict of 
human history, some of us cannot refrain from 
thinking about the permanent effects of the 
terrific struggle upon the lives of the nations 
engaged, in realms of affairs other than mili- 
tary. War has been one of the most powerful 
stimulants in the careers of nations. It has 
made new maps; but more important still, it 
has enlarged and charged with new energies 
the minds of great masses of mankind. 


All of this shall not be less but more true 
of the war that is sweeping like a furious 
flame over the world today. It would be pre- 
sumptuous to attempt to read in detail the 
page that has not been turned over for us by 
the Almighty; but it would be puerile to make 
no intelligent effort to read the plain signs of 
the times and anticipate what shall be some of 
the indirect and significant results of the war. 

I. It is not beyond the bounds of reason to 
expect that the war will bring to the world a 
revival of idealism. Does some one say, “Why, 
this struggle signifies the bankruptcy of ideal- 
ism!” “It is just that our vaunted progress- 
Sive civilization has collapsed and carried the 
high hopes of the world’s most aspiring spirits 
down with it.” I think it would be nearer the 
truth to say that nothing has collapsed that 
was greatly worth the saving. 


There is something hidden deeply in the 
constitution of human nature that shows man 
at his best under the blows of adversity. Man’s 
spirit feeds upon perils, hardships, sacrifices; 
these challenge its noblest energies. It is the 
essential spirituality of a human being that 
thus flames up under gales of misfortune and 
claims final invincible power over every brutal 
conspiracy against its highest well-being. To 
this inward splendor of the soul hardship is 
friendlier than ease. 

II. The political and economic effects of the 
war may be certainly foreseen, I take it. It 
will be a vastly more independent and alert 
type of manhood that shall come marching 
home after this big day’s work is done. The 
truly liberal and progressive causes shall move 
ahead as if they had somehow gained a new 
mainspring. This war is a magnified school 
of ethics. The trenches are a real university 
of political morals. For the phrases that have 
been repeated and reiterated are that this is 
a war for the people’s rights; this is a struggle 
between autocracy and freedom. Very well then, 
of human rights and freedom these soldiers 
are thinking and talking. Can it be that after 
this stern course in the great school of war, 
where the lesson has been learned every day 
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the same, namely, that the rights of the people 
are infinitely precious and worth any sacrifice 
to maintain, that these soldiers shall not come 
back to life in the homeland with a new-born 
appreciation of justice and freedom, much more 
quick to perceive the essential human justice 
that enters into the issues with which their 
own governments are dealing? This great 
slogan that the rights of the people must be 
safeguarded. is a two-edged sword. Never will 
the masses of men be so quick as after the war 
to see that human rights have other foes than 
political autocracy. 


III. And the sense of personal power will 
be heightened, and that will wind a powerful 
mainspring that shall uncoil with vast power 
in the nation’s political and economic life. The 
fact is that most of the soldiers will come back 
remade men. They have been taken out of 
their usual environments and thrust into 
another. They were clerks or shopworkers or 
farmers, as well as students or lawyers or 
doctors; and their vocation has numbed and 
hardened them. ‘There are innumerable men 
and women who have been made almost me- 
chanical by remaining at one task for ten or 
twelve years. Life has shaped itself into 
grooves for them, and they have lost power to 
react freshly or make new adjustments. Now, 
whether they desired or not, these men by the 
ten thousand have been lifted out of their en- 
vironments which fitted them like a coat of 
mail, and thrust into a new world. They will- 
be remade; that is not stating it too strongly. 
They will develop new powers of initiative, and 
all of their thinking and acting will be 
drenched with a new sense of personal worth 
and power. 


IV. This is the point at which to take notice 
of another condition, war-made, that will exert 
a lasting effect upon the political and economic 
and social affairs of these warring nations. 
Women have stepped forth from the twilight 
of privilege and responsibility into the full 
light of public life. It is unthinkable that they 
shall ever be content to shrink back into their 
former restricted freedom. They have drunk 
of the cup of self-maintenance a deeper 
draught than they had ever had, and now they 
must be reckoned with to a tenfold degree in 
the political and economic readjustments. Now 
women is probably conservative, but her con- 
servation will be largely influenced by her in- 
stincts. Her conservatism will hardly be 
shaped by the political and social customs that 
have prevailed, because she has struggled 
against these to secure her new privileges; her 
conservatism will be most powerfully influ- 
enced by her instincts of tenderness and com- 
passion, and this conservatism will therefore 


bring a large reinforcement to the radicalism 
which we may expect to see manifested in 
political and economic affairs. 


Vv. But now let me pass to what will in- 
terest us more deeply, if that be possible, 
namely, the probable effect of the war upon 
the Christian churches. ; 

1. It is folly to blind our eyes to the fact 
that the church as an institution has been none 
too thriving during the last several decades. 
Its growth has not kept pace with the increase 
of population. Out of one hundred million of 
population the Protestant churches claim 24 
per cent., while the Catholic churches claim 
1434 per cent. That sixty per cent. of the total 
population is outside of the church is not en- 
couraging at the outset. 

2. But even more serious than this lack of 
vigor as revealed by statistics is the manifest 
aloofness of large portions of the population 
to the church, and the often expressed convic- 
tion that the church has lost its power of 
leadership to bring to pass the large program 
of the Kingdom of God. Now, I do not de- 
preciate the inestimable value of the work 
that the church has done. It has been suffi- 
ciently true to the mission with which it was 
entrusted to open the wondrous door of the new 
life in Christ to many. But does this consti- 
tute the sole mission of the church? The mis- 
sion of a physician is to heal individuals who 
are sick. Suppose then that the physicians of 
a city have been faithful in looking after the 
sick, and have healed hundreds of persons who 
were stricken with chills and fevers and in- 
juries, would this represent the sum total of 
the responsibilities? Not at all; for in this 
list of diseases that they have cured I find 
typhoid fever and tuberculosis. These physi- 
cians then must develop the social sense; they 
must develop an interest in the sanitary con- 
ditions of the community; they must practice 
prevention no less than healing those who are 
now sick. Thus it is with the church. The 
church may save individuals, but if it is in- 
different to these larger matters of social 
morality it has fulfilled but half of its func- 
tion. Many are convinced that the church is 
lamentably failing in this large ministry. Let 
us consider some facts. : 

Despite all our preaching about the brother- 
hood of man, the war came. And now that we 
uncover the maze of diplomacy we find a tan- 
gle of dark and devious dealings between 
statesmen whose aim was to secure by one 
means or another advantages each for his own 
nation and its friends over their competitors. 
Intrigue and subtlety and secret alliances was 
the law; never was the appeal to open justice, 
to the rights of peoples as members of the 
great family of nations. Diplomacy was war. 
We are paying now the awful price of national 
selfishness. We are reaping the fruits of this 
disreputable game wherein the strong laid hold 
of what they could get while the weak were 
despoiled. 

3. But another and still more damaging 
state of affairs calls for explanation. Chris- 
tianity speaks with no clear voice seemingly 
now that the debacle is upon us. It seems to 
be quite largely fused with patriotism in these 
days. The Christian church in England up- 


holds the English cause, the German churches 
vigorously uphold the German cause, the 
American churches uphold the American cause. 
This is what I mean when I say that Chris- 
tianity seems to be fused very thoroughly with 
patriotism. Now it is unthinkable that religion 
and patriotism should never coincide. Israel 
often identified God’s will with her own na- 
tional history. And we have had chapters in 
which our national life seemed to manifest 
divine guidance, and we seemed justified in be- 
lieving that our cause was God’s. But that 
every combatant’s cause in this fearful strug- 
gle should be the Almighty’s especial solicitude 
is unthinkable; and that in any nation the 
voice of the church should become merely an 
unqualified approval of the national cause, 
with no sense of the moral dangers that at- 
tend any fusing of the enthusiasm of a people 
until it becomes a mass-passion—all this dis- 
counts the church as a moral leader. 


There can be little doubt that by a sharpened 
sense of ethical value shall the fruits of the 
church be tested by the world after the war. 
The world will have less patience after the war 
religious ceremonialism, if this be given the 
place of first importance, as though it were the 
saving element. Why! Irreligious men by 
thousands are giving their lives with a fine 
courage that is making thoughtful persons ask 
if this be not the real essence of religion, and 
if these boys, untouched by the church, are not 
accepted by Christ by virtue of being cleansed 
in this bloody sacrament of death for duty’s 
sake? Now, Christianity cannot be reduced to 
mere goodness, however pure and lovely it may 
seem, without the loss of something essential 
and precious; Christian experience is some- 
thing more than a valorous deed even though 
the deed be the giving of one’s life; but this 
vast display of heroism which fills our hearts 
with exaltation while it fills our eyes with 
tears, and which assuredly reaches the heart 
of God, injects a new sensitiveness into the 
world’s ethical judgments, and makes it more 
impatient of unreality, of pretentiousness or 
superficiality in the life of the church. 

4. The world will judge the church not 
alone by the pure passion of devotion that 
glows at its heart, but by the sincerity and 
directness with which Christian faith relates 
itself to the great ethical problems and tasks 
of the times. 

A staggering task confronts us. 
rebuild the world. But how captivating the 
challenge is! One characteristic of Christianity 
at its purest is its unfailing hopefulness. Its 
spirit is the pioneering spirit. Its record is 
that it has achieved impossibilities; and the 
summons to do an impossible thing in the pres- 
ent hour constitutes one of the mightiest in- 
spirations. 

5. The war shall also bring a deepened de- 
pendence upon the supernatural element that 
lies at the core of the Christian Gospel. Per- 
haps this word “supernatural” hardly de- 
scribes, as clearly as in days gone by, the ele- 
ment in Christianity of which I am thinking. 
For in these days we are clearly seeing that 
the so-called natural world is steeped through 
and through with divine action and divine 
meaning. I am thinking, however, of the Gos- 
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pel record of the manifestation of Christ’s per- 
sonality upon a higher plane than that of our 
ordinary living—even the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Surely the mourning 
world, all billowed with graves, shall lean more 
heavily upon the Gospel revelation concerning 
the life beyond the grave. 

The world will face this great issue now as 
never before. All well to have the churches 


open, that we may minister to the soldier boys. 
Well to manifest the kindliness of the church 
by many new forms of ministration in these 
great days. But best of all to have them open, 
that human beings, whose spirits are trembling 
with the accents of the profound and search- 
ing question: “If a man die shall he live 
again?” may find in the Lord’s house the com- 
fort, consolation and assurance they need. 


THE BIBLE AT THE FRONT 
REV. DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D. D., LL. D. 


Text: “And Moses commanded the Levites 


- . . Saying, Take this Book of the Law and 
put it in the side of the Ark of the Covenant 
of the Lord your God.” Deut. 31:25, 26. 

The ark of the covenant was the visible 
symbol of the presence of God. In other words, 
it stood for Christ, whose other name was Im- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, “God with 
us.” It was very appropriate that the Scrip- 
tures or “Book of the Law” should be placed in 
the side of the ark which thus symbolized the 
divine presence; inasmuch as the Incarnate 
Word and the written Word are complemen- 
- tary each to the other; so that together they 
furnish a complete revelation or “unveiling” 
of God. 


This ark of the covenant was carried at the 
fore-front when Israel was on the march; be- 
cause it was rightly supposed that the welfare 
of the nation was involved in loyalty to the 
Messiah, who was called “the Hope of Israel,” 
and in obedience to the Book of the Law. For 
this reason the attack of the enemy was cen- 
tered upon the Ark of the Covenant. It was 
assumed that, if that were taken, the hope and 
courage of Israel would go. For a like reason 
the assault upon Christianity is directed against 
Christ and the Bible in these days. 


The Temple in Jerusalem was supported by 
two pillars called Jachin and Boaz; if they 
fell the temple would come rattling down. They 
corresponded to the two fundamental and vital 
propositions of our faith, to wit, that Christ is 
the veritable Son and that all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God. If these doctrines fall 
there is nothing left of our religion worth fight- 
ing for. 

But though we speak after this manner we 
have no misgivings; for “Christ abideth ever,” 
and by the same token the Bible stands as an 
impregnable rock, a very Gibraltar in its power 
to resist all assaults upon it. There is scarcely 
an ancient city of the world which has not 
been illuminated with bonfires of Bibles; yet 
the Book survives without the smell of fire 
upon it. Our great libraries are cemeteries, 
full of dead volumes which flourished, like 
Caesars and Pharaohs in their day, only to be 
wrapped in byssus and laid away in mummy- 
crypts; but the Bible, the oldest of them all, 
is still the best seller in the book-markets of 
the world! How shall we account for it? 

The friends of revelation are not frightened 
by the loud boasting of its adversaries; such 
as that “The book has outlived its usefulness,” 
and “The learning of the world is against it,” 
and “Nobody really believes it any more.” All 
this would be amusing were it not that so many 


thoughtless people are in danger of mistaking 
Bombastes Furioso for the angel Gabriel. It 
calls to remembrance an incident that recently 
occurred on Fifth Avenue, New York, when 
the Seventh Regiment was marching by. A 
little girl who, attended by her nurse and a 
very noisy dog, had been watching the parade 
from her mother’s porch, ran out and called to 
an upper window, “Mother, mother, come quick; 
Gyp’s going to bite the army!” It is not be- 
cause the Bible is in danger that a defense is 
called for; but only because the shouting in 
the ranks of the Philistines may lead the un- 
wary astray by conveying the impression that 
the victory is going the wrong way. 


So far is this from the truth of the situation 
that I am emboldened to lay down this prop- 
osition: The Bible is at the forefront of every 
great movement making for light and humanity 
and civilization throughout the world today. 

I. Im supporting that proposition let us 
affirm at the outset that the Bible stands fore- 
most in maintaining the sanctions of domestic 
life. This, to begin with, because all civiliza- 
tion centers in the home and radiates from it. 
There is no picture of happiness to compare 
with “love in a cottage,’ where parents and 
children gather around the family altar. 
Blessed are they who can look back through 
the lengthening vista of years to the training 
of such a home. Its memory never fades. I 
am sorry for the man whose deepest heart does 
not respond to the solemn pathos of “The Cot- 
ter’s Saturday Night.’ What makes a home 
like that? The Bible! The whole world knows 
that this assures the happiness of domestic 
life. 


II. The Bible leads the way, also, in the bet- 
terment of social life. It stands for law and 
order and all the conditions that make a com- 
munity a desirable place to live in. 

If you were on your way westward in search 
of a desirable place to settle down and “grow 
up with the country,” and if, in your loneliness 
and uncertainty, the open door of a wayside 
house should disclose a Bible on the table, you 
would instantly say, “I can safely sleep here 
tonight.” And suppose that, the next morning 
on awakening, you should hear the ringing of 
church bells, would you not say, “This is the 
town for me?” . 

The Bible builds no dramshops, no bagnios, 
no gambling dens; it builds schools and hos- 
pitals and institutions that make for the uplift 
of all sorts and conditions of men. This is a 
fact so obvious and universally conceded that 
it is quite unnecessary to dwell upon it. 
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III. Furthermore, the Bible is at the fore- 
front of our industrial life. One day I watched 
from my study window many thousands of 
striking handicraftsmen marching by. In that 
procession I observed a few American flags, a 
multitude of others inscribed with the shib- 
boleths of socialism, but not a single one that 
betokened the remotest acquaintance with the 
industrial ethics set forth in the Book of the 
Law. Yet these honest toilers—foreign born 
with scarcely an exception—should be advised 
of the fact that but for Christ and the Bible 
there would be no possibility of striking against 
oppression in our country or anywhere else. 


At the beginning of the Christian era the 


toiler was a bondslave, with no remuneration 
but his meager “board and keep.” Then came 
the Carpenter of Nazareth with his great mani- 
festo. “The laborer is worthy of his hire!” In 
the process of the succeeding years the Bible 
—which was and is that Carpenter’s Book— 
has carried the same manifesto to the limits 
of the civilized world; so that Christendom 
today marks the boundaries of the recognized 
rights of the laboring class. 


The Carpenter with his Book has been march- 
ing down the centuries and urging the square 
deal of the Golden Rule, so that wherever he 
has gone capital and labor are beginning to see 
face to face and eye to eye; but nowhere out- 
side of Christendom is there any such condi- 
tion of things. 


IV. And further still, the Bible is at the 
forefront of the world’s national life. The rea- 
son why we foreigners are here—for we are 
all foreigners at a greater or less remove—is 
because we believe America to be the best 
country the sun ever shone on. It is a refuge 
for the oppressed of all nations; and they are 
coming from everywhere. Why do they turn 
their steps this way? They are fleeing from 
the lands of a chained Bible to the land of an 
open Bible! They escape from the oppression 
of darkness to mingle with a people whom the 
truth makes free. 

The youngest boy in our public schools 
knows that Columbus discovered America in 
1492; but he does not. know perhaps that Amer- 
ica was not peopled for a hundred years after 
that. This is a singular and noteworthy fact. 
What happened in the interim? A tremendous 
cataclysm that turned the world upside down; 
a movement for the unchaining of the Book 
of the Law. It was the Reformation. If Luther 
had not issued his theses against the papal 
closing of the Scriptures there would have been 
—so far aS we can see—no scattering of the 
night. If Holland had not fought for an open 
Bible the Half Moon would never have sailed 
this way. If Cromwell and the Roundheads had 
not championed the right of personal inter- 
pretation, the Mayflower and her gallant crew 
would never have been heard of. The people 
came, and the people are still coming, because 
a closed Bible means tyranny and oppression 
while an open Bible insures life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

Our country is a Christian country. It was 
founded on the principles laid down in the Ten 
Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount; 
and it has developed along the lines marked 
out in the Book of the Law. 


Vv. Finally, the Bible leads the march in in- 
ternational affairs. 


Christian nations! Is this the best that an 
open Bible can show for itself?” Your point is 
well taken. But Christian nations are no more 
perfect than Christian men. The inconsistency 
would be unnoted, were it not for the universal 
conviction that the prevailing war is not the 
outcome of loyalty to the Scriptures but in 
flagrant violation of it. 


But there are influences at work that will 
presently bring this terrible war to an end. 
What and whence are they? With one consent 
we say “the principles of justice and humanity 
and universal concord which are laid down in 
the Book of the Law.” All courts of arbitra- 
tion are built upon these principles. 


Even in the grapple of the nations the Bible 
forges to the front. I hold in my hand a khaki 
Testament just received from the firing line. 
On its fly-leaf are these words: “August 25. I 
ask you to put your trust in-God. He will 
watch over you and strengthen you. You will 
find in this little Book guidance when you are 
in health, comfort when you are in sickness, 
and strength when you are in adversity.” This 
message is being read by the men in the 
trenches; and the Gospel which it commends 
is fast making a reductio ad absurdum of this 
and every year. i 


The Bible will be heard from the Council of 
the Great Powers which will assemble to de- 
termine upon the conditions of peace. An in- 
visible Presence will be there, an overtowering 
Figure, beside whom kings and kKaisers and 
emperors will dwindle into naught. The last 
word in that council will be spoken by the 
divine Man with the Book of the Law. The 
Prince of Peace must ultimately bring in the 
truce of God. 


READING NOTICE. 

On another page of this issue there appears 
an illustration of the “Three-In-One” Change- 
able Letter Church Bulletin, manufactured by 
The Ashtabula Changeable Sign Company, Ash- 
tabula, Ohio, patentee and builder of “IDEAL” 
Changeable Letter Bulletins. 

This new member of the “IDEAL” family has 
been put on the market to meet a demand for 
a plain, substantial and legible bulletin at a 
price in keeping with the present general -con- 
servation movement. 

It combines a permanent church name sign, 
permanent or interchangeable hours of service, 
and a big roomy changeable bulletin space 
adaptable to the use of large letters to make 
the message stand out clear and distinct and 
command the attention of the passer-by, 
whether he walk or ride. 

This bulletin may also be purchased without 
the top extension, or without either extension 
and is suitable for wall or lawn use. It may 
also be obtained electrically wired, ready to 
attach to local current. 

The fact that the “Three-In-One” is built on 
“IDEAL” principles is sufficient guarantee of 
its merit, for, today, the “IDEAL” Church Bul- 
letin is recognized in the realms of church 
publicity as THE QUALITY BULLETIN. 
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And now you are pointing | 
across the sea and saying, “Behold the war of © 


PRAYER MEETING DEPARTMENT 


From “One Hundred Prayer Meeting Talks.” 
Cheerful Christians, 
be . Matthew 14:27, 
Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid.” 
; Lesson—Psalms 66. 
1. Christ’s loving presence is the guaranty 
of all good and against all evil. 
2. The knowledge of this should banish all 
fear and doubt. 
: 3. The normal Christian is the cheerful Chris- 
tian. No one has such reason for gladness. 


: Thoughts on the Theme. 

Cheerful Without Folly.—Christian cheerful- 
ness is not frivolity. <A frivolous spirit can not 
be too severely condemned. Sinful mirth is as 
far from Christian cheerfulness as midnight is 
from noonday. There is a laughter which is 
neither seemly nor wholesome. The wise man 
says: “As the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
so is the laughter of a fool.” 

Christian cheerfulness does not exclude seri- 
ousness, While the Christian is cheerful, he is 
also sober-minded. He contemplates the great 
things, considers the awful things, and reflects 
on the serious things of life and the universe. 
It does not exclude sympathy and pity. Let no 
one imagine that it is necessary to avoid the 
house of mourning in order to be cheerful. We 
need not smother our pity that we may cultivate 
our joy. Cheerfulness does not detract from the 
genuineness and value of sympathy in the least; 
but, on the contrary, it enhances them. The 
Sympathy of a bright and happy spirit is more 
beautiful and more effectual than the sympathy 
of a gloomy soul, If you were passing through 
deep waters of tribulation you would not value 
the conversation of a long-faced, sad-voiced, 
melancholy man; but you would appreciate a call 
from a man whose heart and face were beaming 
with joy. 

Work! Don’t Worry.—We cannot stand the 
strain of both work and worry. Two things 
come between our souls and unshadowed fellow- 
ship with God, sin and care. And we must be 
as resolute to cast our care on the Lord as to 
confess our sins to Him, if we would walk in 
the light as He is in the light. One yelping dog 
may break our slumber on the stillest night. 
One grain of dust in the eye will render it in- 
capable of enjoying the fairest prospect. One 
care may break our peace and hide the face of 
God, and bring a funeral pall over our souls. We 
must cast all our care on Him, if we would 
know the blessedness of unshadowed fellowship. 
—F. B. Meyer. 

Cut Our Wants to Fit Our Needs.—If we can 
gain wealth, it is well to have it, if we receive 
it as coming from God and use it for his glory; 
but if we do not possess this wealth, which is 
the lowest wealth in the gift of God, we are 
exhorted to earnestly covet the best gifts—that 
wealth of heart and soul which lies open for the 
taking to every follower of Christ. 

Human Relations—Purity, 
Matt. 5:27-32. 
Homiletie Hints. 

Jesus and Laws of Social Purity. I. Impure 
thoughts are sin’s seed that develop into sin’s 
deed. “As a man thinketh in his heart so is he.” 
IJ. For the preservation of life itself it is vital 
that sources and instruments of impurity be 
absolutely cut off—‘“eye’—“hand.” Many a soul 
has been lured the way of death by glance of 
eye or pressure of hand. Temptation comes 
through sight and sensibility. III. Impurity is 
not only a sin against self—against society—it 
is sin against God—Joseph shrank from it be- 
cause of this—David exclaims, ‘Against thee, 
thee only have I sinned.” IV. The Marriage 
Vow is sacred. Jesus’ teaching very plain. Di- 
vorce only justifiable for infidelity. 


Suggestive Questions. 

Where is guilt located? 

How energetic must one be in avoiding causes 
of guilt? 

What bearing has this passage on our laws? 

Thoughts on the Theme. 

Jesus on Marriage.—Jesus knows that the 
happiness of mankind, as well as the moral 
position of women, depend essentially upon the 
married state. He makes the sanctity of mar- 
riage a fundamental law of Christian religion 
and society; he pursues adultery even into the 
recesses of the human heart, the human thought; 
he forbids divorce, Signal and striking testi- 
mony to the progressive action of God upon 
the human race! Jesus Christ restores to the 
divine law of marriage the purity and authority 
that Moses had not enjoined to the Hebrews, 
“because of the hardness of their hearts.” 

Pharisees Divorcees.—The Pharisaic doctrine 
of marriage offences restricted adultery to the 
crime itself, and it sanctioned divorce at.the 
mere whim of the husband. Ag with homicide, 
so, in adultery, the morality of the New King- 
dom traced the crime home to the heart, and 
condemned the unclean glance as a virtual com- 
mission of the crime itself. The thoughts were 
nothing, in the loose morality of the day, but 
Jesus arraigns the secret lusts of the breast, 
with an earnestness unknown to the Rabbis. 
Unconditional self-mortification is to be carried 
out, when guilty thoughts imperil the soul. “If 
your right eye,’ says He, “or your right hand, 
your sight or your touch, lead you into tempta- 
tion, it is better for you to pluck out the one, 
and cut off the other, rather than be led astray, 
and not only lose a share in my kingdom, but 
be cast into hell hereafter.”—Geikie. 


Pure in Thought. 

Senator Hoar, in his Autobiography, describes 
a sermon preached by Rev. Dr. James Walker, 
President of Harvard University, on “Leading 
into captivity every thought,’ which made a deep 
impression on the students. “He described with 
a terrific effect the thinking over in imagination 
scenes of vice by the youth who seemed to the 
world outside to fall suddenly from virtue. He 
said there was no such thing as a sudden fall 
from virtue. The scene had been enacted in 
thought, and the man had become rotten before 
the time of the outward act... ‘If we could 
look into his heart we should find him at his 
accursed rehearsals again.’ 

Evil Within. 

The only hopeless evil is the evil that we 
do not hate, nor endeavor to escape from, but 
allow to remain. 

We can, if we choose, avoid evil companions; 
but we have to live with ourselves every day. 
It is our business, then, to make ourselves the 
best we can, to elevate our minds, to cast out 
evil thoughts, to build up our souls. Then we 
are safe company for ourselves. 

Too Much Rope, 

A boy and a dog met. This boy had a long 
piece of rope tied around this dog’s neck to 
serve the purpose of a collar and chain. At 
first, the boy was leading the dog in a quiet 
manner. But the dog grew restless, and began 
to tug and pull at the rope, The boy gave the 
dog all the rope he had, and then things changed. 
Insteaa of the boy leading the dog, the dog be- 
gan to lead the boy. 

Before the Courts. 
Testimony Before Pilate. 

John {8:28—19:16, 

: Homiletic Hints, 

I. Pilate’s Questions: 

“What accusation bring ye against him?” 

“Art thou the King of the Jews?” 

“what hast thou done?” “What is Truth?” 
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tt. Jesus’ Accusers. ‘Their quibbling, “If he 
were not an evildoer we would not have deliv- 
ered him.” Their falsehoods—‘We found him 
perverting our nation—forbidding to give trib- 
ute to Caesar and saying that he himself is 
Christ a king.” “He stirreth up the people 
throughout all Judea, even unto this place.” 
Their craftiness—‘It is not lawful for us.” 

Ill. Jesus as Witness and Defendant—Inter- 
rogates his judge as one with authority. Ignores 
false accusations. Defines his kingdom now as 
spiritual (His nation has rejected Him). States 
his mission is to bear witness to the truth. 


Suggestive Questions, 

Why did the Jewish authorities bring Jesus 
before Pilate? 

How did they try to prejudice Pilate? 

What conversation took place between Pilate 
and Jesus? 

What was Pilate’s first verdict? 

What was Jesus’ attitude toward false ac- 
cusers? 

Thoughts on-the Theme, 

You, King of Jews.—Pilate asked in pitying 
wonder, “Art thou the King of the Jews?” thou 
poor, worn, tear-stained outcast in this hour 
of thy bitter need—oh, pale, lowly, friendless, 
wasted man, in thy poor peasant garments, with 
thy tied hands, and the foul traces of the in- 
sults of thine enemies on thy face, and on thy 
robes—thou, so unlike the fierce ,magnificent 
Herod, whom this multitude which thirsts for 
thy blood acknowledged as their sovereign! Art 
thou the King of the Jews?” What hast thou 
done?” Done? Works of wonder and mercy and 
power and innocence, and these alone. Yes, He 
is a King; but not of this world; not one for 
whom His servants would fight.” A king not 
in this region of falsities but one borne, to bear 
witness unto the truth, and one whom all who 
were of the truth should hear. “Truth,” said 
Pilate impatiently. ‘“‘What is truth?’—Farrar. 

What Is Truth?—“What is truth?” The truth 
for thee, Pilate, is that thou are a guilty cow- 
ardly wretch, who through fear of the multitude 
didst, contrary to thine own conviction, betray 
the innocent blood!—Jay. 

The Perfection of Christ.—The best of men 
have their defects, and the nearer we come to 
them the more disposed we are to say, “We 
have seen an end of all perfection.’ Men whom 
we have loved and almost worshipped in the 
distance have, aS we approached them, appeared 
but men. But the nearer you approach Christ, 
the more you inspect his character, the brighter 
does his innocence shine.—Thomas. 

; Personal Work, 

I. What is it? To lead men into a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. To make the in- 
different—different. I stood on the corner of 
Monroe and Dearborn Streets in Chicago waiting 
for a street car. I heard some one calling, but 
did not heed. I heard the cry again, yet did not 
turn, Suddenly I was seized by the arm and 
dragged from under the heads of a team of 
horses that in another moment would have 
trampled me to death, One woman saw the 
danger and risked her life even to warn me— 
that was personal work. The other day the cry 
of “fire’’ was heard. Promptly the fire depart- 
ment responded in quick, effective, trained 
service, 

Every follower of the Master should be a per- 
sonal worker, who can instantly meet the cry 
of any soul in need. Again. Col, Hadley said, 
“Getting saved was the easy part; the difficulty 
was to keep saved.” 


Personal work is not only leading men to 
Christ but it is also reclaiming backsliders, 
strengthened young converts by leading out 


along the lines of assurance, Bible study, prayer 
and service. It is not to get them to go to 
church, preaching convicts of sin, is general, 
not personal, It is not to get them to read the 
Bible, say prayers, or join a church; it is not 
to educate, elevate or get them to be good, but 
it is to get them to accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour and Master and to come into 
a life of fuller fellowship with him. Doubtless 
you are familiar with the old poem telling of 
the shipwreck and how the pastor took a trum- 


and called to a man whom they could not 
oe “Took to Jesus, Can you hear?” And the 
answer came back over the waves in the singing 
of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” It is leading 
en and women to Jesus. 
meen. we fully realize who and what Jesus 
Christ is to the sinner and the condition of those 
without God and without hope in the world, 
there will be no lack of eagerness On our part, 
to warn, entreat, use forcible measures if need 
be to save a soul from death. That we may 
know our deficiencies in order to strengthen, let 
us look over the requirements for personal 
yorkers. 
Ai I. We need to know God.—2 Jno. T1383; Acts 
19117. Life can only impart life. Acquaintance 
is necessary in order to introduce others. . 

II, A knowledge of God’s Work.—2 Pet. 1:16- 
21. (a) Implicit faith in its truth. 1 Pet. 1:25; 
Titus 1:1, 3, 9. (b) Rightly dividing the Word. 2 
Tim, 2:15-17; Rom. 2:21. 

Ill, The Power of the Holy Spirit.—Acts ge 
Luke 11:13, It is his work to convict of sin-and 
reveal Christ. We cannot do his work. 

Iv. To realize the spiritual condition of the 
person dealt with—How? By knowing the Word 
of God. Heb. 4:12.—By personal testimony of 
Goad’s revelation to his servants, I Cor. 14:24-25. 
By Holy Spirit—spiritually discerned. I Cor, 4: 
10-16. By our own hearts. Prov. 23:7. Concrete 
methods current topics—a sermon, tracts, books, 
a Sunday School lesson. It is the Bible way 
Jesus at the well, Philip and the Eunuch, Paul 
and the Romans. A personal transaction, acting 
as the connecting link between Jesus and others. 

V. Willingness and readiness for service. To 
all men.—I Cor. 9:19, 22; at all times, Rom. 1:14, 
15; and in all places, Acts 1:8. 


VI. Boldness— Acts 9:22, Jno. 7:26, Eph. 6:19, 
20, Heb. 4:16. Faith—Acts, 3:16, Mark 9:28, 
Heb, 11:6. Humility—Psa. 10:17, Isa. 66:2, Isa. 


57:15, 2 Cor. 3:5. Tact—1 Cor. 9:22. 

Questions for self-examination of those who 
would do personal work: 

What can you do? What can Christ do? What 
can the Holy Spirit do? Have you tried to work? 
Have you tried prayer? Have you asked for the 
Holy Spirit? Do you realize your own need? 
Have you asked to be shown? Are there any 
hindrances? Are you willing to lay them aside? 
Are you ready for service? What are you work- 
ing for and studying for? To know more—to 
be more yourself, or that you may serve God 
and glorify him by being more yourself? 


CABLEGRAM FROM PERSHING, 

1. In the fulfillment of its duty to the ‘na- 
tion much is expected of our army and nothing 
should be left undone that will help in Keeping 
it in the highest state of efficiency. 

2. To this end it is recommended that the 
number of chaplains in the army be increased 
for the war to an average of three per regiment 
with assimilated rank of major and captain in 
due proportion, and that a number be assigned 
in order to be available for such detached duty 
as may be required. Men selected should be of 
the highest character with reputations well es- 
tablished as sensible, practical, active ministers 
or workers accustomed to dealing with young 
men. They should be in vigorous health, as their 
services will be needed under most trying cir- 
cumstances, Appointees should, of course, be 
subject to discharges for inefficiency like other 
officers of the National Army. 

It is my purpose to give the chaplain corps 
through these forces a definite and responsible 
status and to outline, direct and enlarge their 
work into co-operative and useful aid to the 
troops. 


(Signed) Pershing. 


No Crush, Then. 

An old lady, leaving church after a service 
which had been attended by a crowded congre- 
gation, was heard to say: “If everybody else 
would only do as I do, and stay quietly in their 


seats till everyone else has gone out, there 
would not be such a crush at the doors!” 
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THIS MAN “CAME BACK” 


He is Only One of Hundreds Equally Well Pleased 


Melt? Orn Co <3 January 24th, 1918. 
Chieago, Illinois. 


Gentlemen: 


Several months ago we ordered from you, a bulletin board, 
and now I write to say that it has been of great value to 
our Church. It is very different from the board used by 
the sister church. It is a credit to the House of God, and 
what is better still, it has some special message for the 
passers—by every day. 


I have sat in the windows of some of the homes near our 
Church and have watched people stop and read what I have 
written on the board, or rather placed on the board. 


Now I am going to leave the above Church. I am going 
back to New York City and I noticed my Church is without a 
board and I am writing you to see what a new board will cost. 


I would like the same kind and if we can’t afford the 
large one we perhaps will have to take a smaller one. 


My new church is badly run down and it has been without 
life for some time and I feel I want a board with big 
| letters to attract the attention of the people going by. 


Thanking you for the last board, I am 
Very truly yours, 
(SIGNED) J. MacInnes. 


FREE TRIAL 


SPECIAL NEW FEATURES 
INVITING PRICES AND TERMS 


Multiform Bulletins, tested and tried for past five years by 
hundreds of leading churches. : 
Over 4,700 in use. 


5”, 3”, 2” and 1%” Enameled Metal Letter Plates. Art Gable 
| Top with name of church and pastor in Gold Leaf. 


Write for our new folder and special prices. Mention The Expositor. 


Multiform Co., 1926 So. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, III. 
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